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Saunders

AUGUST 16 ,  1932

-

OCTOBER 28 ,  2025

Celebrating the Life of

Raymond Don Saunder s ,  age  93 ,  d i ed  in  Rap id  C i ty,  South

Dakota  on  Octob er  28 ,  2025 ,  a f t e r  a  b r i e f  i l l n e s s .  He  was

b orn  in  G i l l e t t e  on  Augus t  16 ,  1932 ,  to  Don B .  and  Lorene

B.  (Tynne)  Saunder s .  He  g raduated  f rom Campb e l l  County

High  Scho o l  and  f rom the  Un ive r s i ty  o f  Wyoming  w i th  a

degree  in  C iv i l  Eng inee r ing .  He  marr i ed  Cynth ia

Co l l i ngwo od in  1956 ,  and  they  ra i s ed  the i r  th ree  ch i ld r en

in  Gi l l e t t e .

Raymond s e rved  on  the  Gi l l e t t e  C i ty  Counc i l ,  the

C i ty/County  P lann ing  Commis s i on  and  many o the r  l o ca l

and  s ta t e  b oards  and  commis s i ons .  He  was  app o inted  to

s e rve  on  the  f i r s t  and  on ly  Wyoming  Sta te  A i r  Qua l i ty

Board .  He  s e rved  on  the  s ta t e  Land Use  P lann ing

Commis s i on ,  Economic  Deve lopment  Board ,  and  the

Wyoming  Sta te  Transp or ta t i on  Commis s i on .

For  many year s ,  Raymond managed  Saunder s  Lumber

Company in  G i l l e t t e .  He  deve lop ed  s eve ra l  ne i ghb orho ods

in  Gi l l e t t e ,  i nc lud ing  the  Saunder s  Add i t i on ,  the  South

Park  Subd iv i s i on  and  the  Donkey  Creek  Subd iv i s i on .

In  1965 ,  he  acqu i r ed  the  F i r s t  Nat iona l  Bank  o f  G i l l e t t e ,

and  in  1978  he  purchased  the  Conver s e  County  Bank in

Doug la s .  He  cont inued  to  b e  ac t ive  in  the  management  o f

the  banks  unt i l  h i s  dea th .

In  the  l a t e  1960s ,  Raymond and Cynth ia  c r ea ted  Saunder s

Land & L ive s to ck  and  op era ted  the i r  ranches  south  o f

G i l l e t t e  and  Upton .  The  l i ve s to ck  bus ine s s  b rought  h im

much en joyment .

Raymond i s  su rv ived  by  h i s  th ree  ch i ld r en ,  Barbara

Saunder s ,  Tom Saunder s  (Anne) ,  and  Sam Saunder s  (L i sa ) ;

n ine  g randch i ld r en ;  and  f i f t e en  g rea t -g randch i ld r en .  A l so

surv iv ing  h im are  h i s  ranch  manager s  Har ry  "Deb"  Edwards

(Susan)  and  Gary  Stephens  (Kathy) ,  whom he  l oved  a s  h i s

ex tended  f ami ly.  He  i s  a l so  su rv ived  by  h i s  ded i ca ted  and

compass i onate  ca reg ive r s ,  Barbara ,  Car l o s ,  Tami ,  Lar ry,

Lex i  and  Shery l .  He  was  preceded  in  death  by  h i s  parent s ,

h i s  w i f e  Cynth ia ,  h i s  g randson  Gar re t t ,  and  h i s  g r ea t -

g randdaughte r  S te l l a .  Raymond ’ s  f ami ly  expre s s e s  p ro found

apprec i a t i on  to  Dr .  Er i c  Sawyer s  and  the  s ta f f  a t  the

Campb e l l  County  Hea l th  D ia ly s i s  Cente r  f o r  the i r  a t t ent ive

ca re .

In  l i eu  o f  f l ower s ,  memor ia l  g i f t s  to  G i l l e t t e  Co l l ege  a r e

sugge s t ed  and  apprec i a t ed .  Condo l ence s  and  memor ia l s  may

b e  s ent  in  ca re  o f  G i l l e t t e  Memor ia l  Chap e l  210  West  5

St r ee t ,  G i l l e t t e ,  WY 82716 .  Condo l ence s  may a l so  b e

expre s s ed  a t  www.g i l l e t t ememor ia l chap e l . com 
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FUNERAL SERVICE

10:00 a.m. Monday

 November 3, 2025

Family Life Church

Gillette, Wyoming

OFFICIANT

Pastor Marty Crump

CASKETBEARERS

Tom Saunders

Sam Saunders

Ben Saunders 

Harry “Deb” Edwards 

Gary Stephens

Reg Haakinson

INTERMENT

Mt. Pisgah Cemetery

Gillette, WY

RITA MASHAK |  TARA AANONSON

TARA COWGER

 FUNERAL SERVICE-MONUMENTS-

ADVANCE PLANNING-CREMATION-

LENDING LIBRARY,  LEARNING TO SAY 

GOODBYE;  CHILDREN’S  TOUR.

Please scan this QR code to 

share a loving memory or tribute.

http://www.gillettememorialchapel.com/


“TO LAUGH OFTEN AND MUCH;  

TO WIN THE RESPECT OF 

INTELLIGENT PEOPLE AND THE

AFFECTION OF CHILDREN;  

TO EARN THE APPRECIATION OF

HONEST CRITICS AND ENDURE THE

BETRAYAL OF FALSE FRIENDS;  

TO APPRECIATE BEAUTY;  

TO FIND THE BEST IN OTHERS;  

TO LEAVE THE WORLD A BIT BETTER,

WHETHER BY A HEALTHY CHILD,  

A GARDEN PATCH OR A REDEEMED

SOCIAL CONDITION;  

TO KNOW EVEN ONE LIFE HAS

BREATHED EASIER BECAUSE YOU LIVED.

THIS IS  TO HAVE SUCCEEDED”  

RALPH WALDO EMERSON


