
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

       
 
 

 

In Loving Memory 

Deborah  
Spotted Wood 

 

October 7, 1957 – September 29, 2025 
 

Prayer for our loved one,  

Deborah spottedwood. 

 

Heavenly father, we place our dear 

mother, aunt, sister, friend, 

grandparent, Deborah spottedwood  

into your loving hands. 

 

Surround her with your peace that 

surpasses all understanding, and  

let your presence be felt in  

every breath and heartbeat. 

 

Lord jesus, who conquered death  

and opened the way to eternal life, 

comfort her in this moment,  

ease her pain, and let her feel  

the warmth of your unfailing love. 

 

Holy spirit, bring strength to our family. 

Help us to release her into your care, 

trusting your perfect will. May your 

angels guard her spirit and lead her 

safely home, where there is no more 

sorrow, no more tears,  

only joy in your presence. 

 

We thank you, lord, for the gift  

of her life, and we entrust her now  

to your eternal embrace. 

 

In jesus’ name, amen. 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In Loving Memory 
Deborah Spotted Wood 

1957 ~ 2025 
 

Service of Remembrance 
5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 

Prayer Service 
7:00 p.m. 

Thursday, October 2, 2025 
Jerome Kills Small ~ speaker 

Goglin Funeral Home 
Yankton, South Dakota 

 

Funeral Service  
1:30 p.m. 

Friday, October 3, 2025 
Bill Perry ~ officiant 

Goglin Funeral Home 
Yankton, South Dakota 

 

Music 
 Amazing Grace  

by Tiana Spotted Thunder 
Steve’s Theme  

Sound track from The Last Song 
Dancing in the Sky 

by Dani & Lizzy 
 

Rising Hail ~ drum group 

 

     Deborah, the daughter of Evelyn Wright, was born October 

7th, 1957 in Wagner, SD. She graduated from Yankton Public 

High School in 1976 and is a North East Community College, 

Norfolk, NE, graduate with her LPN. She then started working at 

the Norfolk Regional Center, a career which lasted for the next 20 

years. After that she sat on the Northern Ponca Restoration 

Committee Inc. where she helped with the restoration of the 

Ponca Tribe in 1990. After the Ponca Tribe was reinstated, she got 

voted on as a chairwoman. Following her time as a chairwoman, 

she became the tribal health director. She was a proud Ponca 

Tribal member and she loved her time working there. She 

eventually went back to what she loved, which was helping and 

caring for others. She continued working as a private duty nurse 

up until the end of her career. 

     Deborah married Eugene Theodore Wright in 1980 in Norfolk 

NE, where they shared a long and happy marriage. Deborah had 

many hobbies and was very active in her community. She loved 

macramé, painting, ceramics, sewing, quilting and tending to her 

plants. She also enjoyed cooking and she became a master in 

making frybread. Music, laughter, and good energy was always in 

her house, which she opened to everyone.  

     Deborah liked to stay busy, by either spending time with her 

grandchildren, participating in the Ponca Tribe activities, or 

attending pow-wows. She also donated her time to the Johnson-

O’Malley program, where she sat on the committee that provided 

supplemental educational services to American Indian students 

to help them succeed academically and culturally. 

     Deborah Bernadette Spotted Wood, age 67, passed away 

peacefully surrounded by her loved ones in her home on Monday, 

September 29th, 2025 after a long battle with cancer. 

     Deborah is survived by her 6 children, 4 girls and 2 boys, 

Wenda Sue Wright, Tyler James Wright, Genessa Lynn Wright, 

Kendra Rae Arcoren, Jeanette Theodora Wright, and Eugene 

Theodore Wright Jr.; as well as 5 sisters and 1 brother. She also 

had many nieces, nephews and grandchildren, that she loved 

dearly and treated like her own children.  

     She was loved by so many, and will be remembered for her 

boundless compassion and unwavering dedication to her loved 

ones. Deborah's devotion to family was a cornerstone of her life. 
 


