
Valerie Kay Sandmeier was born 
July 25,1962 to Arthur and Virginia Sandmei-
er at Bowdle SD; the fourth of five children; 
Peggy Lee, Bradley Arthur, Carmen Quinn, 
and Kelly Eugene.  The family lived on a 
farm north of Bowdle.  They moved to Mo-
bridge shortly after the horrible snowstorm of 
March 66’ when Valerie and all her siblings 
had been hospitalized for mumps and flu.  
She loved the family animals, especially the 
dog.   

 
Valerie attended Zion Lutheran and Mobridge Public School; graduating 
with the Mobridge High School class of 1980.  Following graduation, Va-
lerie moved to Sturgis, where she met Dean Eilert.  Together they had three 
children; Jennifer Lynn, Jason Edward and Jaimie Lee.   
 
Valerie and her family moved to California where she was extremely loved 
by her former colleagues, family & friends.  Val worked at the Humane So-
ciety for several years and had other jobs as well.  Val was a bit of a rebel-
lious free spirit and loved live concerts and rock & roll music. She traveled 
between Mobridge and California for a few years until she moved perma-
nently to Mobridge in 2012.  Val stayed with Duane and Carmen Gisi until 
January 2022.  Val worked at Grand River Casino for over six years where 
she met her closest friends and coworkers.  She was very proud of her work 
as she was named employee of the month three times in six years and re-
ceived a beautiful star quilt from Grand River Casino.  She was also a in-
volved in the Mobridge Garden Club.  
 
Val loved dogs and being with Carmen and her family; helping raise and 
watch the animals.  She also loved to read true story novels.  Val wanted to 
be a snow-bird (part-time in California and part-time in South Dakota).  She 
did not like the SD winters. Valerie was a warrior and an awesome down to 
earth woman and a good friend.  She was the best mother-in-law ever.   
 
Valerie is survived by her children, Jennifer Eilert, Jason (Adriana) Eilert 
and Jaimie (Ramon Sr) Gallardo; grandchildren Gina, Ariana, Ryan, Ge-

naro, Jose, Ramon Jr, Genesis, Julian Dean, Joey, Joseph & Jason Jr; a great 
granddaughter Zoey; mother Virginia Sandmeier; sister Carmen Quinn 
(Duane) Gisi, brothers Bradley, & Kelly (Vicky), many nieces, nephews and 

cousins, and special friend Jim.   

She is preceded in death by her father, Art Sandmeier; Dean Eilert, sister 
Peggy Lee, niece Jamie Sandmeier, grandparents, Joseph & Elizabeth 
Sandmeier, uncles and aunts.   
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 Valerie Kay Sandmeier 

July 25, 1962 ~ January 18, 2022 

In Loving Memory Of: 



I’m Free 
Don’t grieve for me  

for now I’m free 
I’m following the path  

God laid for me. 
I took His hand when  

I heard Him call 
I turned my back and left it all. 

I could not stay another day 
To laugh, to love,   
to work or play. 

Tasks left undone must stay that way. 
I found that peace at close of day. 

If my parting has left a void, 
then fill it up with remembered joy. 
A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss, 
Ah yes, these things I too will miss. 

Be not burdened with times of sorrow, 
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow. 
My life’s been full, I savored much, 

Good friends, good times,  
a loved ones touch. 

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief 
Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief. 
Lift up your hearts and share with me 
God wanted me now. He set me free. 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF: 

Valerie Kay Sandmeier 
BORN:        

July 25, 1962                                   
Bowdle, South Dakota         

                          

PASSED AWAY: 
January 18, 2022 

Mobridge, South Dakota 
 

FUNERAL SERVICES: 
11:00 AM, Tuesday, January 25, 2022 

Family Worship Center 
Mobridge, South Dakota 

 

CLERGY:   
Pastor Paul Hathaway 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC: 
Pat Russell 

 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMNS: 
“Amazing Grace” ~ “Nearer My God To Thee” 

 

SPECIAL RECORDINGS: 
“Almost Home” ~ “Goodbye For Now” 

 

CASKETBEARERS: 
Ramon Gallardo-Noriega Sr. ~ Genaro Garcia ~ Jose Garcia 

Jason Eilert ~ Joey Gaspar ~ Joseph Avalos 
 

HONORARY BEARERS: 
All Grand River Casino Co-Workers  

All Valerie’s Family & Friends 
Kesling Funeral Home of Mobridge is entrusted with arrangements. 


