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GWENDOLYN TOOLES
“GWENY

APRIL 25, 1944 - MARCH 20, 2024




She was affectionately known as
| "Gweny” or “Gwen.” She was
educated in the Coatesville Area
" School District.

Gwen was a pillar of the commu-
nity. She often advocated for
many and inspired others regard-
less of their age or race. She had a
sense of humor and an infectious
laugh. A confidant to many
including young adults, single
mothers, the elderly, local city
officials and employees, business
owners, and ministers. She was
in support of various organiza-
tions and churches. Members of
the former Parliament Drill Team
were dear to her. She nurtured
the youth with love, guidance,
and finances. Her support
ensured they traveled to compete
in parades and had all the neces-
sary equipment. She would tailor
and dry clean their uniforms for
free. This allowed them to repre-
sent their hometown, in a profes-
sional manner with dignity.

Gwendolyn Tooles, 79 of
Coatesville, PA departed this

life peacefully at her home on
Wednesday, March 20, 2024,
after a lengthy illness. She was
born on April 25, 1944, the third
of eight daughters born to the late
Wilbur “Sticks” Tooles and Dolly
Mae Arnold Tooles.




For over thirteen years, Gwen
was employed as manager of the
former™®ne Hour Cleanerama
Dry Cleaners. It was one of the
1st Black-owned businesses in
downtown Coatesville, PA. She
was a talented seamstress who
frequently worked on customer’s
garments that required arduous
alterations.

Following her tenure at the
Cleanerama, she was gainfully
employed for over twenty years
as a nursing assistant at the
Coatesville VA Medical Center.
She exemplified dedication and
commitment in providing quality
care to Veterans. Numerous
certificates of achievement

and letters of recognition were
awarded throughout her
government career.

Gwen had an eye for fashion like
no other! She was considered a
“Trendsetter” of women'’s cloth-
ing, accessories, jewelry and hair-
styles. She often tailored her own
nursing uniforms as well as her
family members and close
friends. Her home interior and
gardening skills also raised the
bar and set trends in the commu-
nity. Her home decor was that of
a furniture store showroom with

unique color schemes and extrav-
agant window treatments. She
beautified her yard with flowers,
plants, bushes, and trees. She
enjoyed spending quality time
with her family and friends. She
would frequently visit her old
neighborhoods including,
Spruces, Modena, Hayti, South
Coatesville and West Chester to
socialize and reminisce. Her
greasy rice and fresh sweet
potatoes were usually requested
dishes at family gatherings and
community events.

Gwen enjoyed reading the Bible
and had numerous hobbies. She
enjoyed listening to gospel, R&B
and oldies music. Some of her
favorite music artists were James
Cleveland, Mahalia Jackson,
Betty Wright, Teddy Pendergrass
and Jeffrey Osborne. She liked
watching sports, especially
basketball and boxing. Michael
Jordan was her favorite athlete
and she also admired Kobe
Bryant, even naming her dog
after him. She would frequent
Atlantic City to watch boxing
matches, play the slot machines,
and listen to the ocean. Gwen’s



favorite holiday was Christmas.
She would find such pleasure in
decorating her home and display-
ing her angel collection. Her rooms
were “filled” with gifts she wrapped
for her children, grandchildren,
family members, friends, neigh-
bors, customers, and coworkers.

Gwen loved her family tremen-
dously. She often displayed
affection through her vibrant
personality and unconditional
encouragement and support to
each and every member. She will
be greatly missed as a matriarch
of the Tooles family.

Her legacy and expressions

of love will continue through
her children, Vanessa Tooles,
Donald White (wife, Michele),
Eric White (fiancée, Denine
Rosa), and Ronnette S. Tooles
all of Coatesville, PA; sisters,
Kathryn Bailey and Deborah
Tooles both of Coatesville, PA,
and Dr. Carla Tooles-Walls (hus-
band, Benjamin) of Beltsville,
MD; 18 grandchildren; 16 great-
grandchildren; 7 dreat-great-
grandchildren, several other
children she helped raise, as
well as many nieces, nephews,
cousins, and friends.

In addition to her parents, Gwen
was preceded in death by her
sisters: Barbara A. Johnson,
Jacqueline Tucker, JoAnn Tooles-
Brown and Margaret Tooles.
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Processional ... .00l .... Clergy and Family
Final Viewing
Officiating Clergy . .......... Elder Arthur Phillips, Jr.
Opening Song. . .. “Jesus Promised Me A Home Over There”
Scripture Readings
Old Testament .............Rev. Alan C. Baxter, Jr.
Newrlestament - ool L., Rev. Francis Green
Prayer of Comfort ......... Deacon Andy Washington
Reading of Cards,
Resolution & the Obituary......... Sis. Pamela Depte
Foamidly Tribate. 100 oL Dr. Carla Tooles-Walls
Words of Comfort.......... Bishop Larry London, Sr.
Musical Selection........... “Jesus is the Best Thing”
Eology ... ... ... I Rev. James C. Kennedy, Jr.

~ Recessional Directives............ Ventnor T. Wright
il Funeral Director

............. Clergy and Family



CELEBRATION OF LIFE SERVICE
Friday, March 29, 2024
9:00 AM Viewing
11:00 AM Service

SERVICE LOCATION
Tabernacle Baptist Church
819 Coates Street
Coatesville, Pennsylvania
Rev. Michael L. Watson, Pastor Elect

PALLBEARERS

Albert Bookman Robert Gibbs
Andrew Henderson Frankie Phillips
Herbert Trammell William Tucker
FLOWER BEARERS
Diane Bailey Yvonne Hoggard
Sharon Johnson Tanya Randolph
Belinda Smith Angela Tooles
INTERMENT

New Evergeen Cemetery
208 Cemetery Lane
Coatesville, Pennsylvania

A NOTE OF THANKS
Thank you with sincere gratitude for your care and concern shown
during our time of bereavement. May God bless you.
Sincerely, The Family
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FUNERAL BUCREMATION SERVICES, INC.

725 MERCHANT STREET
GCOATESVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA
610-384-0341 | wrightfuneralsvs@aol.com
Ventnor T. Wright, Funeral Director, Supervisor
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