GONE FROM MY SIGHT

I am standing upon the seashore. A ship, at my side,

spreads her white sails to the moving breeze and starts

for the blue ocean. She is an object of beauty and strength.

I stand and watch her until, at length, she hangs like a speck

of white cloud just where the sea and sky come to mingle with each
other.
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Then, someone at my side says, *“ There, she is gone.’

Gone where?

Gone from my sight. That is all. She is just as large in mast,

hull and spar as she was when she left my side.

And, she is just as able to bear her load of living freight to her
destined port.

Her diminished size is in me— not in her.

And, just at the moment when someone says, *“ There, she is gone,”

there are other eyes watching her coming, and other voices

ready to take up the glad shout, *“ Here she comes!”

And that is dying.
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Elaine was born on September 7, 1952, in Clovis, NM, to Melvin
and Marie Erwin. After graduating from Texico High School,
Elaine pursued nursing at Nothwest Texas Hospital in Amarillo,
and after receiving her LVN, served as a health missionary in
Peru, a spirited move which would not only define Elaine’s career,
but life. Upon returning to the States, she earned her B.S. from
Amarillo College then headed to Humana Hospital in Dallas, and
later to William Beaumont Hospital in El Paso to work in
psychiatric nursing, a field she stayed in for the remainder of her
career.
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Fulfilling her appetite for adventure and desire to help others,
Elaine took up travel nursing, which led her to California,
Arizona, Nebraska, and the island of St. Croix. During these stops
on her remarkable journey, she made sure that her tamily came to
visit, and to experience culture outside of the Lone Star State.

Elaine spent some time in Lubbock, but ultimately settled back
home in Amarillo, working at the TDCJ Clements Unit until she
hung up her scrubs in 2023, retiring exactly 50 years from when
she first put them on.

Elaine enjoyed going to the casino and singing karaoke with her
friends. Her wanderlust led to a diverse palette, a deep
appreciation for other cultures, and more importantly, countless
triends across the Country and Caribbean. Elaine didn’t just want
to share stories with others: she strove to make them with those
in her life. She always reminded you how special you were to her,
whether that was bringing you an iced tea, planning a lunch, or
booking a flight to come see her wherever she happened to be
during her travels. Her greatest passion, however, was her nieces
and nephews and their children, whom she treated all like her
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Meriva Barrajas, sister in spirit.
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