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Psalm 23
& 75k LORD is my shepherd; T shall not want.
2 e maketh me to. lie dewn in green pastures:

fre leadeth me beside the still waters.

3 He restareth my soul: fie leadeth me in the paths
of rightecusness for his name’s sake.

4 Yea, though I walh thuugh the valley of the
shadew of death, T will fear no evil: for thou ant

with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

5 Thou preparest a talile before me in the presence
of mine enemies: thou ancintest my fead with eil;
my cup wnneth cvex.

6 Surely goodness and mexcy shall follow. me all
the days of my Ulife: and J will dwell in the frowse
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While processing to the cemetery, please be
sure to turn on your lights and hazards!
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September 13,1937
December 16, 2024



Stirley (. White
The world became a little brighter on September 13, 1937, when Shirley Ann
Wheatley was born to James Byron and Edna B. (DeVoll) Wheatley. On the

morning of December 16, 2024, that light dimmed with her passing, leaving
behind a legacy of love, generosity, and resilience.

Shirley was smart, giving, and headstrong - qualities that defined her through-
out her life. On April 18, 1954, she embraced the adventure of marrying the
delightfully ornery Van White. Their marriage spanned 64 years until his
passing in 2018.

Van and Shirley prided themselves on bettering the community in which they
lived. Throughout her life in Sedalia, Shirley was determined to make others
feel welcome and supported. A hostess of Sedalia’s Welcome Wagon and a
volunteer at Meals on Wheels and Community Cafe, Shirley was a champion
for countless local causes. As a charter member of the Beta Sigma Phi sorority,
Shirley held numerous leadership positions over the decades and formed
lifelong bonds with her sorority sisters, which she cherished deeply. Much of
her time was also dedicated to the Sedalia Women’s Auxiliary Shrine Club
where she chaired numerous committees, always with the goal of leaving a
lasting impact to help support children in need. Additionally, she was an active
member of First Christian Church, where she led the Women’s Group with the
same passion and purpose that guided her life.

In her quieter moments, Shirley could often be found camping or curled up
with a good book, getting lost in endless stories to explore. Her creativity and
imagination were boundless as she always had a novel nearby or a poem of her
own in progress, weaving her thoughts into verse.

Although she leaves this world, her legacy continues on through her children,
Cindy Lyon (Dennis) of Lee’s Summit, Tonya Borland (Matt) of Sedalia, and
Byron White (Danielle) of Shawnee, Kansas; her beloved grandchildren Dana
Crawford, Patrick Crawford, Julie Seiz, Cassiec White, and Aaron White; and
four great-grandchildren. She is also survived by her brother Jimmy (Sharon)
Wheatley and sister Cathy (Bill) Meredith.

Shirley lived a life full of chapters—some fictional through her books, but
many written in the lives of the people she touched, the family she loved, and
the community she empowered. Though she will be deeply missed by those she
leaves behind, her family is comforted by the thought of those who left before
her excitedly awaiting her at Heaven’s gates with a scotch and water in hand to
celebrate.

While Shirley enjoyed flowers, her true wish would be for donations in her
memory to make a lasting impact. Her family suggests contributing to Sedalia
First Christian Church or dropping off books to your local schools’ libraries.
Shirley would be overjoyed to know her legacy inspires comfort, faith, and joy.

Celebuation of Life Sewice

1:00 p.m.
Monday, December 23, 2024

Rea Funeral Chapel
Sedalia, MO

Officiant
Rev. Dr. Chad McMullin

Special Music

“Amazing Grace” Jim Aubrey soloist
“His Eye Is On The Sparrow’ - Video Tribute

Inurnment

Missouri State Veterans Cemetery

Higginsville, MO

Memorial Contributions

First Christian Church
200 S. Limit Ave
Sedalia, MO 65301



