In My Heart

I thought of you today.

But that is nothing new.

I thought about you yesterday.

And days before that too.

I think of you in silence.

I often speak your name.
Now all I have are memories.
And your picture in a frame.
Your memory is my keepsake.
With which T'll never part.

God has you in his keeping.
I have you in my heart.
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Professional Services By
JAMES H. HUNT FUNERAL HOME
126 Ridge Avenue, Asbury Park, NJ 07712 « (732) 775-8722
Kevin L. Small, Manager/Director
“Service with Compassion, Concern and Care”

Sunrise: September 17, 1945 Sunset: June 2, 2021

IN LOVING MEMORY

SATURDAY, JUNE 26, 2021
1:00 PM
CALVARY LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH

1133 East County Line Rd
Lakewood, New Jersey

Officiating:
Pastors Elijah & Lissette Rodriguez




Order of Sewice
Master of Ceremony...........ccceeeeeeeveeeureecrrecrenenes Pastors Elijah
& Lissette Rodriguez
Opening Prayer..........cccccevvninnnan. Pastor Lissette Rodriguez
Scripture Reading........ccecevveucuneunnne. Pastor Elijah Rodriguez
Song Selection........ccceueuecuveuricucnnee “Come Ye Disconsolate”
Family Remarks........cccccevieiviviinnicinicnninnns Raymond Wrenn

Curtis Hines Jr

Lakewood Schools
Remarks Former Students...........ccccoeveverennnnene. Jason Andrews
Hodari Williams

Former Colleague/Athletic Trainer
Presenting the Allen Ridley Scholarship........ Patricia Halpin

Family Remarks......cocccvecuruneeinecrnecinnceeincennenes Rosell Ridley

Henry Ridley
Oldies Tribute to Poppa/Daddy.................. Rosell and Sienna
EUlOgy .o Pastor Glenn J. Wilson
Army Salute......c.ovuiciiiiici

Pass by the Casket and Pay Last Respects ........ccooceuvecrenncnee.

RECESSIONAL ...ttt ereeaeeaeeresresaesaeneen

@&'&W

Allen Lawrence Ridley Sr. died in his sleep at his home in
Toms River, NJ on June 2, 2021, at age 75. Allen was born
in Capron, VA on September 17,1945, to Louise Mae Taylor
and Clyde Columbus Ridley Sr.

As the youngest of five siblings, Allen grew up in Capron
where he was given the nickname “Wash” after his uncle
who was named George Washington Ridley. Allen had an
enduring passion for sports while in high school especially
baseball and football. Lack of transportation did not prevent
Allen from being a star athlete because he daily walked 4-5
hours home after practice. After graduating from Riverview
High School in 1964, Allen attended Norfolk State
University where he earned his Bachelor’s degree in Health
and Physical Education and his Master’s Degree from
Trenton State College.

As a veteran, Allen was a member of the US Army who
fought in one of the most memorable American battles, the
Vietnam War. Allen married his high school sweetheart,
Ernell Wrenn, on September 18,1966, and they welcomed
three beautiful children, Allen Jr. (AL]), Henry, and Rosell.

Allen dedicated his life to making a difference in the lives of
his students and athletes. Allen began his career as a health
and physical education teacher and track coach in the
Lakewood School System in 1972. He coached
cross-country, indoor, and outdoor track.

He was known to faculty and students as “Rid” or “Coach
Rid” Allen helped lay the groundwork for many young men
and women to realize their dreams and achieve their full
potential on the track and in the classroom. He taught in
Lakewood until his retirement in 2001. He also worked as
a counselor for Lakewood Recreation during the summers.
He taught at the Police Academy in Freehold, NJ for a
number of years as well.

He was a trailblazing pioneer that represented strength,
determination, hard work, and most importantly, LOVE.
After retirement, his lifelong commitment to excellence
continued in every area of his life. He was often heard
quoting the saying, “There’s no hill too steep for a high
stepper” which demonstrated his tenacity and stamina to
work hard in pursuit of a goal, despite obstacles or setbacks.
He spent his last years working out faithfully in

the gym, five days a week and 2 hours a day.

Allen was a down home “country boy” and a great dancer
who loved old school music, fishing, photography, grilling,
running, traveling back home to Virginia, watching
westerns from the 1950s and 1960, and spending time
with family. Allen was known as the photographer of the
family because he enjoyed sharing his vast collection of
pictures and videos over the course of his life with family
members, friends, and former students.

Allen was preceded in death by his father, Clyde C. Ridley
Sr. in 1996, mother, Louise Mae Taylor Ridley in 2002, as
well as his four siblings, Clyde Jr, Earsarah Ridley Williams,
Catherine Ridley Hines, and James Washington Ridley. He
is survived by his wife, Ernell Wrenn Ridley, and their
children, Allen Ridley Jr, Henry Ridley and his wife, Laura
Ridley, and their children, Henessa, Isaiah, and Anaiah, he
also leaves behind his daughter, Rosell Ridley,
granddaughter, Sienna, and many nieces, nephews,
cousins and friends.

Graveside services will be held at Morningstar Baptist
Church in Capron, VA on July 10 at 1pm. The address is
14502 Rivers Mill Road (Route 612),

Capron, VA 23829.




