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       L.C. (Leonard Charles) Bates Sr. was born in Grady, Arkansas, on
December 31, 1946, to the late George and Ledora Bates.  
       L.C. accepted Christ at an early age and later became a Deacon
at New Cavalry Temple COGIC. His faith was not confined to a
building: it was the quiet guiding force of his life. Even as his
Sunday routines changed, the love of Christ remained deeply
rooted in his heart overflowing into consistent, effortless
generosity to and for others. He was a graduate of Grady High
School Grady, AR. He received a Bachelor’s Degree in Education
from Philander Smith College Little Rock, AR. Leonard is an Army
Veteran serving during the Vietnam Era. After being honorably
discharged from the military he worked for Comcast Cable,
Reynolds Mining working in several key departments, he ended his
work history with the United States Postal Service where he retired
with 19yrs of service. Leonard loved working with children, he was
known to many of them as Coach Bates. He coached boys and girls
AAU Teams named New Tyler Bee’s, Glenview Bee’s, NLR Stars and
Arkansas Sirens (girls). L.C. coached his players to win numerous
AAU State Championships he also won National AAU Tournaments
with his boys’ and girls’ teams. 
     Leonard was preceded in death by his parents George Bates Sr.
and Ledora Nelson Bates, one brother George Bates Jr., five sisters
Dorothy Green Weekly, Eliose Howard, Earnistine Eason, Betty Jean
Bates and Rosie Lee Addison, one daughter LaTanisha Bates, one
son Albert Sabb Jr. and one grandson Isaiah Bohanan. He leaves to
cherish his memories his wife Caberta L. Brown Bates; four children,
Lawanna Bates, Tanita Bell (Dietrich), Leonard Bates Jr. (Kelsi),
Nikilah Bates; four grandchildren, Kadence Bates, Kobi Bates, Lessi
Bates and Laityn Bates; one sister-in law, Shaunta Belmont-Brown
(Timothy Sr.) one brother in-law, William Belmont III; siblings, Mary
Young, Josephine Bates, Sally Smith, Thomas Bates and Patsy
Bates; and a host of nieces, nephews, family and friends
     L.C. was a devoted husband and father, a loving brother, caring
grandfather and a gracious uncle and friend who will always be
loved and dearly missed.  
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PROCESSIONAL

SCRIPTURE READING – Rev. Bruce Caldwell

PRAYER – Pastor John Delaware

SELECTION – Valerie Keener

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT – 

Minister Valerie Settlers

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS/RESOLUTIONS –

Shaunta N. Belmont -Brown

SELECTIONS – New Hope Baptist Church

OBITUARY – SOFT MUSIC – Read in Silence

EULOGY – Rev. Dr. George Shears III

RECESSIONAL – Funeral Director in Charge
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     Leonard Bates Jr.            Timothy E Brown Jr.

   William A. Belmont IV        M. Randy Rice  

Thomas Bates                       Marcus Sims

     Byron Brent   

All players of the AAU TEAMS he coached: 

New Tyler Bee’s, Glenview Bee’s, NLR Stars and

Arkansas Sirens

acknowledgements
The family of L.C. Bates Sr. would like to take

this time to thank everyone for their love and

support during our time of bereavement. We

sincerely appreciate your friendly smiles,

casual touch, prayers, calls, visits, monetary

gifts, and plants. God gives us comfort in the

form of family and close friends. 

Remember: L. C. Bates loved and cared

effortlessly, let’s follow in his footsteps.

Broderick Parker                           Clifton Jackson

       Anwar Hardin                              Edward Houston

       Kevin Watkins                              Terry Keykendall

Active pallbearersActive pallbearers

honorary pallbearershonorary pallbearers







Thoughts of Love
For twenty-six years, we walked hand in hand, building a life filled with love, faith, and family. You were
my strength in difficult times, and my constant companion through every season. You gave your heart
freely, LOVED deeply, and lived with supreme purpose effortlessly. The memories we created together
are treasures that time can never erase and death can never take away. Though my heart aches in your

absence, I am grateful for every moment we shared, every lesson we learned, and every dream we
pursued together. I am forever grateful for the years we shared and the love that will remain with me

always. 
Until we meet again, my love, 

Your wife Tanya

Dad, I was your first born and you were my first love. Even though it hurts that I won’t hear your voice
or see that smile again on your face my memories of you will forever live in my heart. You were the

BEST DAD any kid could ask for and one that many kids wished they had. Take your rest my HERO you
will truly be missed but never forgotten.

Your 1  born, Lawanna Love youst

Daddy, please continue to cover us, your children, in death as you did in life! No blessing we receive
henceforth will be greater than your presence. You have left a hole in ALL our hearts that will never be

filled. That only means that you did your big one when it came to loving your children!! You were so
good at loving us that WE all feel we were your favorite when actuality it was always ME!! Leonard

Charles Bates Sr., you may be gone but you will NEVER be forgotten. You are truly The Man, The Myth,
The Legend of Fatherhood! I will continue to LOVE YOU beyond my lifetime.

Tanita Bell your Favorite

Thank you for the early mornings, “a man who don’t work don’t eat”. Whether it was to get up to cut
some grass, chop some wood, or ride with you to Home Depot. Just to walk up & down the same aisles

for no reason. Thank you for the mornings when you’d say “put some sleeves on let’s go get em”,
whether hunting or fishing I was excited.

 Thank you for showing me discipline, chivalry, forgiveness, and how to be giving. I’m so grateful of the
time and memories you were able to make with the girls. It was only a glimpse of what you could offer

but they enjoyed every moment. They all love pawpawG!
Rest easy Daddy, you earned it! 

Love Leonard Jr., Kelsi & the Gbabies 

Daddy, it feels impossible to write this. It’s only been a few days since you left us, but somehow it feels
like a lifetime. The world keeps moving, yet mine stopped the moment you took your last breath. As
your baby girl, I never imagined a day without you. You were my world, my safe place, and the one
person whose was always in my corner. Your love was constant, and I will spend the rest of my life
being grateful for that. Not only am I heartbroken daddy, but I’m lost. I don’t know how to do life

without you, so please continue to guide me through the days ahead. I hope you’re proud of me and I
hope I’ve made you smile more than I’ve made you worry. I promise to carry your strength, wisdom,

and love with me always. Thank you for being the best daddy I could have ever asked for and thank you
for loving me unconditionally. Though you left us on June 12, 2026, at 12:54 p.m., your love will stay

with me forever. I miss you more than words can say, and I will love you for the rest of my life.
Forever your Baby Girl, Kilah❤️ 
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