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IN LOVING MEMORY OF
MARSHAL DAVID COLES
DECEMBER 1, 1969 - JULY 18, 2026
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It is with deep sorrow and heartfelt remembrance that we announce
the passing of Marshal David Coles, who departed this life on July 18,
2026, at the age of 56. Born on December 1, 1969, in Newark, New
Jersey, Marshal was a proud son of Ezel Coles and Caroline Garretson
Coles. He spent his formative years in New Jersey attending 14th
Avenue and 15th Avenue Elementary schools in Newark. He later
graduated from East Orange High School in 1987, where he developed
the determination and work ethic that would guide him throughout
his life.

A firm believer in the power of education, Marshal continued his
academic journey by earning a bachelor’s degree in business
administration from Caldwell University in 1992. His passion for
learning and professional development led him to further his studies
at Montclair State University, where he earned a master’s degree in
counseling in 2002. His educational achievements reflected his
commitment to excellence and his desire to make a meaningful
impact on the lives of those around him.

Marshal was known for his kind heart, wisdom, and unwavering
dedication to family, friends, colleagues, and community. He also had
a love for sports history, especially boxing and football. These were
passions he shared with his father. Annual excursions to the Capital
Jazz Fest were another high priority event he looked forward to and
shared with friends.

He possessed a quiet strength and a genuine compassion that left an
impression on everyone he met. Whether offering guidance, lending a
helping hand, or sharing words of encouragement, Marshal touched
countless lives through his work at Bloomfield College, St. Peters
University, and William Paterson University.

He will be remembered for his steadfast faith, his devotion to lifelong
learning, and his ability to inspire others through both his actions
and his example. His legacy lives on in the many people whose lives
were enriched by his presence.

Marshal David Coles leaves behind cherished brothers Dean
Garretson, and James Young, Cousin Linzie Coles, lifelong brother
Dr. Patrick J. Lamy, dear friends, former classmates, colleagues, and
all who had the privilege of knowing him. Though he is no longer with
us in body, his spirit, values, and memories will forever remain in the
hearts of those who loved him.

May he rest in eternal peace.
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ORDER OF SERVICE
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1. Opening Selection
Amazing Grace

7. Reflections
Family and Close Friends

2. Scripture Reading
Psalm 27: Old Testament
(Levelle Burr)

8. Acknowledgments
Reverend Dwight Gill

3. Scripture Reading
John 14: New Testament

(James Young)

9. Musical Selection
His Eye is on the Sparrow

(April Rix & Donovan Jackson)

4. Prayer of Comfort
Reverend Dwight Gill

10. Eulogy
Reverend Dwight Gill

5. Musical Selection
Precious Lord Take My Hand
(April Rix & Donovan Jackson)

11. Final Viewing
Reverend Dwight Gill

6. Obituary Reading
Keisha Newell

12. Recessional
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God looked around His garden And found an empty
place. He then looked down upon the earth
And saw your tired face.He put His arms around you
And lifted you to rest.God's garden must be
beautiful, He only takes the best.
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SINCERE THANKS
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The family of Marshal David Coles wishes to express their sincere
gratitude for every act of kindness, every prayer, every visit, every card,
and every expression of sympathy shown during this difficult time.
Your love and support have been a source of comfort and strength. A
special thank you to Caggiano Funeral Home, Fume Cigars of
Montclair, and Perfect Smoke Cigars of East Orange.

2

May God bless each of you.

-FAMILY OF MARSHAL DAVID COLES-
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JULY 31, 2026
CAGGIANO FUNERAL HOME
62 GROVE STREET, MONTCLAIR, NEW JERSEY
10:00 AM VIEWING 11:00 AM SERVICE
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