T frsmed e land,

| tramped the wood,
These are the things | understood.

No grand schemes, they passed me by.
| knew the brook, the hills, the sky.

To hunta bird, to wet a line,

ﬂ;&f@fw/%% SO good and fine.

Friend and kin, | LOVED THEM SO,

Although I'm gone, I'm sure they know,

I'm now at peace, life’s battle done,

I've faced the foe and Cj/uur& W
- By: Farl Smithson

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Wiact i Zofli!

June 8, 1955
Milbank, South Dakota

AND CALLED TO HIS ETERNAL HOME
August 13,2024
Milbank, South Dakota

MEMORIAL SERVICE
Friday, September 6, 2024 - 11:00 a.m.
Mundwiler Funeral Home Chapel
Milbank, South Dakota

OFFICIANT
Pastor Lynn Thomas

URN BEARERS
Roger Pauli | Tim Weber | Clee Brakke
Marty Buttke | Cory Hooth | Leslie Rethke

HONORARY BEARERS
All of Michael’s Friends
All of Michael’s Co-Workers from Bituminous Paving, Inc.

APPRECIATION
Michael’s family is grateful for your attendance at this service.
Your expressions of kindness and love are deeply appreciated.
Following the memorial service, please join the family for a
time of fellowship at the Milbank Community Center.

Mundwiler Funeral Home of Milbank, South Dakota



% ichael Reid Pufahl was born on June 8, 1955, in Milbank, SD.
He was the son of Jim and LaDonna (Wendt) Pufahl. Mike attended
Melrose #13 Country School and then transferred to Milbank Schools.
He graduated with the Milbank Class of 1974. After graduation, Mike
attended South Dakota State University and received a two-year degree
in Feed Science. He worked for GTA/Cargill/ConAgra and farmed with
his dad for several years. Most recently, he worked for Bituminous
Paving, Inc., until his retirement.

Mike enjoyed farming with his dad and raising registered Angus
cattle. He worked for his dad at the Old Twin Brooks Alfalfa Mill and
learned quickly that being the boss’s son did not count when it came to a
job. Mike and his dad were pivotal in the ethanol movement, lobbying
for its development in South Dakota and in Washington, DC. In the
spring of 1980, Mike helped his dad prepare for Jim’s statement before
the Subcommittee on Energy of the Joint Economic Committee Congress
of the United States Ninety- Sixth Congress Second Session on Alcohol
Fuel Policy (Ethanol). Mike compiled the feed cost breakdown for the
statement. Jim and Mike were both vested in agriculture’s stake in the
energy and farm crisis. Mike helped relocate the Milbank Trap Range
north of Milbank and loved shooting sports. He enjoyed hunting
pheasants and varmints. By far, Mike’s greatest joy was spending time
with his nieces, nephew, and grand-niece and nephew. Sharing wisdom
of the world through the eyes of “Uncle Mikey” was taken very
seriously.

Mike was a lifelong resident of Milbank. He could be a tough guy
when it came to treating, tagging, and giving shots to livestock, but if he
cared about someone and they were hurt, he was a big wimp. His sister
will always remember the day she broke her arm playing football with
Mike; upon showing him the evidence of the broken arm, he dropped
like a fly. His friends and family always chuckle when they remember
“that time he tried to tackle a Chevy Chevette car.”

Mike is survived by his brother, Terry Pufahl of Winnsboro, SC; sister,
Jeanne (Tim) Pufahl-Ward of Milbank, SD; nieces and nephews:
Brittany Bouchard, Corrine (Mavino) Akpavie, John (Celeste) Ward, and
Sarah Ward; great-nieces; and great-nephews. He was preceded in death
by his parents.
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