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Miss Me, But Let Me Go

When I come to the end of the road
and the sun has set for me,
I want no rites in a gloom-filled room,
Why cry for a soul set free.

Miss me a little, but not too long,
and not with your head bowed low.
Remember the love that we once shared,
miss me, but let me go.

For this journey we all must take,
and each must go alone.

It’s all part of the Master’s plan,

a step on the road to home.

When you are lonely and sick of heart,
go to the friends we know.

And bury your sorrows in doing good deeds.
Miss me, but let me go.
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Funeral and Cremation Service

Scan the OR code to
view the Celebration of
Life video for Kenny

In Lovin‘g‘ Memory
Kenneth “Kenny’’ Bunnell

November 22, 1955 - March 4, 2026



Kenneth “Kenny” Bunnell, 70, of Mandan, passed
away on Wednesday, March 4, 2026, at Sanford
Health with his family by his side.

Kenneth Michael Bunnell, known to most as Ken
or Kenny, was born November 22, 1955, in
Mandan, the son of George and Charlotte
~ ~ (Ripplinger) Bunnell. He was raised and educated
~ in Mandan and attended Mandan High School.

In 1975, Ken married Tamera Becker and they had
two children, Nicole and Reggie. In 1991, Kenny

met Debora Calheim. They had their son, Derek, in 1995 and were later married
in 2008. They happily made their home in Mandan.

Ken began working as a boilermaker in 1977 and was a proud member of Local
Union 647. He spent many years working hard in the trade and eventually
finished his career as Superintendent of ICI, retiring in 2011.

Ken enjoyed the simple things in life. He was an avid walleye fisherman and
loved spending time at the family’s lake cabin in Van Hook at Lake Sakakawea.
Hunting deer, pheasant, and geese were also some of his favorite pastimes
enjoyed with his sons, brothers, nephews, and cousins.

He also enjoyed playing cards and spent many hours around the table with
family and friends, both at home and at the Moose. Ken was known as a bit of an
agitator during card games, always getting into the heads of his opponents and
making them question their next move.

Ken was a loyal Minnesota Vikings fan and stuck with them through the good
seasons and the tough ones.

Later in life, Ken battled kidney disease and will be remembered as a fighter
who faced his health struggles with determination.

Ken is survived by his wife, Debora Bunnell of Mandan; daughter, Nicole
(Albert) DeRouen of Mandan; sons, Reggie Bunnell (Adria DeHaven) and
Derek (Josie) Calheim, all of Mandan; grandchildren, Shay (Matt) Pfaff of
Bismarck, Jessie (McKayla) DeRouen and Jayla and Isabella Calheim, all of
Mandan; great-grandchildren, Cash Pfaff and Scarlet Pfaff of Bismarck; siblings,
Debbie Wangler of Bismarck, George Jr. (Brenda) Bunnell of Champlin, MN,
and Laurie (Mike) Hedstrom and Linda Faith, both of Bismarck.

Ken was preceded in death by his parents, George and Charlotte; and his
brothers, Scott, Patrick, and Keith.
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Mass of Christian Burial
Tuesday March 10, 2026; 10:30 AM
Spirit of Life Catholic Church, Mandan
Celebrant: Fr. Keith Streifel
Musicians: Cindy Schriock & Sue Schnell

‘Parish Vigil
Monday, March 9, 2026; 7:00 PM
Weigel Funeral Home, Mandan
Presider: Den. Gary Mizeur
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Pallbearers
Jessie DeRouen  Albert DeRouen
Derek Calheim  Aaron Bunnell
Chad Wangler Chris Morrell ~ Gary Ripplinger
Lectors
Kathy Ripplinger & Brenda Bunnell
Order of Service
Prelude “The Old Rugged Cross” & “Here [ am, Lord”
Processional Song “Be Not Afraid”
Liturgy of the Word

Old Testament Reading Wisdom 4:7-15
Response Psalm 27

“The Lord is my light and my salvation.”

Romans 5:5-11
John 11:17-27

New Testament Reading
Gospel Reading
Homily

Liturgy of the Eucharist

Preparation of Gifts Song
Presentation of Gifts

“Amazing Grace”

Jayla Calheim, Isabella Calheim
Cash Pfaff, & Scarlet Pfaff
Eucharistic Prayer
Communion Songs “You are Near”
“Go in Peace”

“Song of Farewell”
“How Great Thou Art”

Final Commendation

Closing Song

Committal Service 11:30 AM at Mandan Union Cemetery
Mandan, ND
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Following the committal service, the family invites everyone
to the Mandan Moose Lodge (111 11th Ave NE) for food and fellowship.




