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Psalm 23 

1 The LORD is my shepherd;                

I shall not want. 

2 He maketh me to lie down in green 

pastures: he leadeth me beside            

the still waters. 

3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth      

me in the paths of righteousness               

for his name’s sake. 

4 Yea, though I walk through the    

valley of the shadow of death, I      

will fear no evil: for thou art with me; 

thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

5 Thou preparest a table before me in 

the presence of mine enemies: thou 

anointest my head with oil;                  

my cup runneth over. 

6 Surely goodness and mercy          

shall  follow me all the days of         

my life: and I will dwell in the      

house  of the LORD for ever. 



Celebration of Life Service 
6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, May 12, 2026 

Rea Funeral Chapel, Sedalia, MO 

 

Officiant 

Dr. Chad McMullin 

 

Special Music 

“In The Garden” 

“The Old Rugged Cross” 

“I Did It My Way” 
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First Christian Church 

John T. Rissler, 74, of Sedalia, MO, passed away peacefully on Sunday, May 3, 
2026, at University of Missouri Hospital in Columbia, MO. He was born a   
cowboy on October 26, 1951, in Lynn, MO, the son of John W. Rissler and June 
Thompson Rissler, who preceded him in death. 

 
On August 14, 1971 in Sedalia, MO, he was united in marriage to Judith G. 
Rissler, who preceded him in death on March 12, 1984. 

 
John was a proud graduate of Smith-Cotton High School, Class of 1969. He 
continued his education at the University of Missouri-Columbia, where he     
received his Bachelor’s degree in Agriculture and a Master’s degree in           
Education. 

 
John began his teaching career at Lex Vo Tec School from 1975 to 1982, in 
Lexington, MO. In 1989, he and his daughter moved back home to Sedalia, to 
return to farming pigs and row crops alongside his father on their family farm. 
For many years, he was a seed sales representative for Cargill. 

 
John was a longtime member of First Christian Church in Sedalia, where he 
faithfully served as both an Elder and Deacon. He was also active in agriculture 
leadership and served as President of the Missouri Pork Producers, Ag CoOp, 
and Moniteau Saddle Club. 

 
John had a deep love for animals, especially dogs, horses, and mules. He       
enjoyed being outdoors, farming, and the all the simple joys of country life. He 
especially enjoyed trail riding on his mule, “George,” raising horses and cattle 
with Trish, and spending time with his beloved dogs, “Bubba,” “Bull,” and 
“Deuce.” One of his favorite pastimes was sitting around a camp fire, catching 
up with his many friends, sharing stories, and telling jokes. 

 
John was known for his sense of humor, kind heart, and willingness to help   
anyone in need. He never met a stranger, and those who knew him will          
remember him as a man who genuinely cared for others. In keeping with his 
thoughtful nature, John was an organ donor, continuing to help others even after 
his passing. 

 
John is survived by his partner of 31 years, Trish Gibbons of the home; one 
daughter, Courtney Blackston and her husband, Justin, of Omaha, NE; three 
grandchildren, Jonah Rissler, Dylan Joseph, and Macie June; one sister, Jyl 
Jones and her husband, Sam, of Sedalia, MO; one niece, Hillary West and her 
husband, Brandon; one nephew, Harper Jones and his wife, Heather; six great-
nieces and great-nephews; and numerous beloved cousins and extended family 
members. 

 
In addition to his wife and parents, John was preceded in death by one brother, 
James Granville Rissler, in infancy. 

 


