OBITUARY

Doreen Reed, age 90, of LaHarpe, Illinois, passed away Saturday, March 28,
2026 at Oak Lane Nursing & Rehab in Stronghurst, Illinois. She was born
September 14, 1935 in Fort Madision, IA, the daughter of Ben and Inez
(Nolte) Pollmeier. She married the love of her life, Jimmy Dean Mellinger, on
August 25, 1956, they had two children, Kay and Ronnie. That marriage
ended prior to her moving to LaHarpe. She was married to Eugene Reed for

a short period of time.

Doreen was a 1953 graduate of Fort Madison High School. She was raised on
a farm outside of Fort Madison where she enjoyed riding horses. She
mentioned that when she played the piano, her horse would dance outside
the window. She loved animals especially her dogs as well as family members
dogs. She talked about how she loved to dance and go roller skating in Dallas
City. She loved to fish; which she passed down to her kids. She enjoyed
crocheting, sewing and cleaning her house. In her earlier years, she worked at
Sheaffer Pen in Fort Madison, Associates Financial Services in Burlington
and retired from Blandinsville Bank. She earned her Real Estate Broker
license which she was very proud of. Doreen especially loved spending time

with her family and attending her kids and grandkids music events and sports.

Survivors include her two children, Kay (Rod) Burr of Lomax, IL and Ronnie
(Lora) Mellinger of LaHarpe, three grandchildren, Joshua (Kayla) Gebhardt,
Brickston (Nathan) Blackburn and Colton (Connor) Mellinger, four
great-grandchildren, McKinley Gebhardt, Brantly Gebhardt, Carson
Mellinger and Baker Blackburn; one sister-in-law, Cora Pollmeier and one
nephew, Randy (Ann) Pollmeier. She was preceded in death by her parents,

one brother, Bill Pollmeier, and one niece Jeanine Pollmeier.

The funeral service will be held at 10:00 a.m. Wednesday, April 1, 2026 at
Banks & Beals Funeral Home in LaHarpe with Rev. Rick Goettsche
officiating. Burial will follow at LaHarpe Cemetery. No visitation is planned.

A memorial fund has been established for the LaHarpe Union Church or the
LaHarpe Fire Department. To leave an online condolence for the family,
please visit Doreen’s obituary at banksandbeals.com.

Services In Care
Banks & Beals Funeral Homes
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Doreen Reed
1935-2026

In Loving Remembrance
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God Saw She

God saw she was getting tired

and a cure was not to be
so He put His arms around her
and whispered, “Come with Me.”

With tearful eyes we watched fier suffer
and saw her fade away
although we loved fer dearty,
we could not make her stay.

A golden feart stopped beating,
hard working hands to rest.
God broke our fiearts to prove to us
He only takes the best.
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In Memory Of

Doreen Reed

Date of Birth Passed Away

September 14, 1935 March 28, 2026
Fort Madison, lowa Stronghurst, lllinois

Funeral Service
10:00 AM, Wednesday, April 1, 2026

Banks & Beals Funeral Home
LaHarpe, llinois

Officiating

Rev. Rick Goettsche

Bearers

Josh Gebhardt  Colton Mellinger
Jeff McDowell  Ken Shoemaker
Nathan Blackburn  Derek Helmers

Burial
LaHarpe Cemetery
LaHarpe, llinois



