
May she be among the wildflowers.

Speak to me of serenity, of treasures yet to be found, 
of peace that flows like a river. Tell me of tranquil 

places that no hand has marred, no storm has 
scarred. Give me visions of standing in sunlight or 
the feeling of spring mist against my cheek as I live 
and move and breathe. Show me paths that wind 

through wild lilies and beds of buttercups. Sing me 
songs like the mingled voices of wrens and 

meadowlarks, the lowing of gentle cows, the soft 
mother-call of a mare to her colt. Lead me past a 

glass-smooth pond where frogs croak of coming-out 
parties, their graduation from frisky tadpoles to quat 

green frogs. Find me a place in the sunlight to sit 
and think and listen to the sweet inner voice that 

says so quietly, “Peace, be still.”

To hi ge se s di

Peace on Earth
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CelebraƟon of Life for Stephanie Meyer
Saturday, July 19, 2025

1:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Hole in the Mountain Park Chalet

Lake Benton, Minnesota

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Together, Stephanie and Paul hosted the Hedoka Knap-In each August as part of 
Benton-Fremont Days, a celebraƟon that brought joy to Stephanie’s heart. She 
openheartedly welcomed the knappers, and treated them like family. She looked 
forward to the fesƟval each year and prepared a grand welcome dinner packed 
full of her culinary specialƟes. Her cooking, warmth, and generosity made her a 
cherished Įgure at the event, and she was thrilled when arƟsts giŌed her 
arrowheads, rocks, jewelry, and trinkets in appreciaƟon. The couple conƟnued 
organizing the Knap-In unƟl 2012. 

ThereaŌer, Stephanie focused on taking care of her home, animals, 
gardens, and fun projects. She made arƟĮcial arrangements for Bolt’s local 
grocery store, pouring her creaƟvity and care into every design. Not only did she 
design the arrangements for enjoyment, but as the perfect excuse to go see her 
adored grocery store buddies.

Stephanie had a heart full of love and sunshine, and it knew no bounds. She 
was giŌed with a passion for making others feel seen, loved, and appreciated, 
even if she was facing her own diĸcult Ɵmes. Her smile lit up every room, and 
her hugs and “I love you's" were abundant and sincere—even if they made 
people blush. Steph brought comfort, laughter, and aīecƟon to everyone and 
anyone around her. Her signature sparkle leŌ a lasƟng impression on all, and her 
light will shine through all the lives she touched. It will glisten on the dew of 
every blossom she grew, burst out of the Ňavors in her favorite recipes, tell you 
what you need to hear through the music she so unashamedly blared, and show 
you peace and guidance in her handwriƩen notes. Stephanie was rich with color, 
kindness, and creaƟvity. She will be forever missed, loved, and remembered.

Stephanie is lovingly remembered by her devoted partner of 21 years, Paul 
Nordmeyer of Lake Benton, MN; her daughters, Sarah (ScoƩ) Meyer of Lake 
Benton, MN, and Jessica (Josh) Gums of Lake Benton, MN; her stepdaughters, 
Misty Bootsma of Hardwick, MN, Emma Nordmeyer of St. Cloud, MN, Sonia 
Nordmeyer  of Denver, Colorado, and Elizabeth Miller of Rice, MN; her brother, 
Mark (Dawn) Tarras, Lake Elmo, MN; her sister, Cindy (Rick) Kramer of Hector, 
MN; her cherished grandchildren, Sabrina, Daymia, Jasper, James, Jack, Johnny, 
Chloe, Aiden, Avery, Gage, and Sydney; her beloved nephews and nieces, many 
friends, her six adoring cats, and very special friend and conĮdant, Janine 
Schaap. She was preceded in death by her parents, Bernie and Sandy Tarras; 
sister, Jennifer, and baby Meyer (1981).

Stephanie Ann Meyer was born on May 17, 1960, in Windom, MN, to Bernard 
and Sandra Jean (Munson) Tarras. She was the Įrst of four children and grew up 
in Pipestone, MN, where her early life was Įlled with creaƟvity, curiosity, and 
connecƟon to nature. She adored animals—especially snakes—and loved rock 
hunƟng and exploring the outdoors. She took part in Girl Scouts and spent many 
summers performing in the Hiawatha Pageant with her family. Stephanie 
aƩended St. Leo’s Catholic Church, where she was conĮrmed.

She graduated from Pipestone High School in 1978, where she played the 
Ňute in the school band and worked at local businesses like the A&W drive-in 
and the Pipestone Country Club. Around that Ɵme, she met Dean Meyer while 
he was working on her father’s home. Their connecƟon was immediate, they 
soon married, and moved to Alexandria, Minnesota, where Stephanie studied 
Graphic Design at Alexandria Technical College. AŌer compleƟng her studies, 
they returned to the Pipestone area and seƩled on an acreage near Verdi, MN. It 
was there she raised two children, built a home brimming with warmth and 
hospitality, cherished a menagerie of animals, including her dear peacocks, and 
hosted many open-armed gatherings and parƟes. She enjoyed fun Ɵmes and a 
band of great friends during that era; sharing favorite tunes, Harley road trips, 
and Įshing excursions together. She oŌen reminisced of that Ɵme, for those 
friends and memories remained precious to her, recalling it as one of the best 
Ɵmes in her life.

Stephanie was a talented arƟst, well known for painƟng local signs—
including a prominent Pepsi logo for the local boƩling company—and for her 
beauƟfully craŌed Ňoral arrangements and wreaths, nature drawings and 
painƟngs, and cute embroidery and crochet giŌs. She also worked as a cook in 
several area restaurants, including the celebrated Edgewood Bluī in Lake 
Benton. Her meals developed a following, with customers oŌen tracking her 
down when she moved restaurants. Her dishes were as memorable as her 
personality—bright, bold, and full of love.

The seed of greenhouse work was planted in the later 90s when she began 
working for IoƩ’s Greenhouse, in Ward, SD. AŌer parƟng ways with Dean in 
2000, she moved from the acreage to Lake Benton. She conƟnued to spread her 
enthusiasƟc charm, generosity, and warmth in her new surroundings, and began 
working at the Runnings greenhouse in 2003. Stephanie found a perfect outlet 
for her passion for plants when she began working there. Customers admired 
not only her deep knowledge of gardening, but her radiant personality and 
kindness. Even aŌer leaving Runnings, people conƟnued to seek her out for 
plant advice. In 2004, she met her soulmate, Paul Nordmeyer. The two built a 
beauƟful life together on Paul’s acreage near Lake Benton, where they shared 21 
wonderful years Įlled with adoraƟon, laughter, devoƟon, and a mutual passion 
for gardening and the outdoors. Stephanie especially enjoyed spoƫng rare birds 
and animals on the farm or during their scenic rides around the lake. Her love 
for animals was boundless—she even welcomed a pair of opossums into her 
garage alongside her treasured crew of cats.
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