Death is nothing at all.
It does not count.
I have only slipped away into the next room.
Nothing has happened.

Everything remains exactly as it was.
I am [, and you are you,
and the old life that we lived so fondly together
is untouched, unchanged.
Whatever we were to each other, that we are still.

Call me by the old familiar name.
Speak of me in the easy way which you always used.
Put no difference into your tone.
Wear no forced air of solemnity or sorrow.

Laugh as we always laughed at the little
jokes that we enjoyed together.
Play, smile, think of me, pray for me.

Let my name be ever the household word that it always was.

Let it be spoken without an effort,
without the ghost of a shadow upon it.

Life means all that it ever meant.
It is the same as it ever was.
There is absolute and unbroken continuity.
What is this death but a negligible accident?

Why should I be out of mind because I am out of sight?
I am but waiting for you, for an interval,
somewhere very near,
just round the corner.

All is well.
Nothing is hurt; nothing is lost.
One brief moment and all will be as it was before.
How we shall laugh at the trouble of parting
when we meet again!

By Henry Scott-Holland
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Galen Dean Garrett passed from this earth on Wednesday,
April 8, 2026, at Integris Hospital in Oklahoma City at the
age of 89.

Galen “Dean” Garrett was born on April 1, 1937, in Deaf
Smith County Texas to William “Bill” Hezikiah Garrett and
Mary Ida Jackson Garrett. Dean started life on a farm six
miles southeast of Friona, Texas. From there the family
moved to Muleshoe, Texas where they lived from 1942 to
1945 when they moved to southern California. The family
resided in California from 1945 to 1947 before relocating to
east Texas where Dean’s father and mother had grown up.
In 1949 the family returned to Hereford, Texas where Dean
attended school and graduated from high school in 1955.

Due to his aging parent’s health, Dean continued to work
full time until he received his draft notice on his twenty-
third birthday, April 1, 1960. He was inducted into the
United States Army on April 21, 1960, and completed basic
and advanced training at Fort Ord, California. After basic
training, Dean returned to Hereford and married his
fiancée, Karan Sue Smith on July 1, 1960. Dean and Karan
stayed in Maryland until his service ended in 1963.

Dean and Karan adopted two children in May 1963, Jennifer
Jean and Galen Russell (Rusty). His mother-in-law, Jewell,
was instrumental in finding Jennifer and Rusty and helping
with the adoption process. Dean moved his family to Altus,
Oklahoma in 1967 so that he could attend Altus Junior
College. While working full time at Green Motor Company,
Dean completed an AA degree in computer science at Altus
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Junior College and a bachelor’s degree in accounting
from Southwestern Oklahoma State College.

Dean was appointed as the Business Manager at Altus
Junior College in 1971 and spent the next twenty-four
years as the college’s Chief Business Officer. Dean was
active in the building of the new Western Oklahoma
State College campus and the transition from AJC to
WOSC. He retired from Western in 1995 due to health
issues.

In retirement, Dean enjoyed traveling with his wife and
two sisters-in-law, working on his farm south of town,
morning coffee at McDonalds with the “bunch’, and
cooking outdoors for his many family and friends.

Dean and his family have been members of the First
Baptist Church of Altus for over 60 years. Dean was a
former member of the Lions Club. He held a private
pilot’s license and served two terms on the Altus City
Council.

Dean is preceded in death by his parents; his daughter,
Jennifer; 9 brothers and sisters; a sister-in-law; and 2
brothers-in-law.

He is survived by his wife of 66 years, Karan; a son, Rusty
and spouse, Sabina of Altus; a grandson, Jacob and
spouse, Riley of Weatherford; a granddaughter, Patricia
of Konawa; a sister-in-law, Margaret of Silsbee, TX; and
many nieces and nephews.




