
If Tears Could Build a Stairway 

 If Tears could build a stairway and memories were a lane,  

 We would walk right up to Heaven and bring you back again. 

 No farewell words were spoken, no time to say good-bye,  

 You were gone before we knew it, and only God knows why.  

 Our hearts still ache in sadness, and secret tears still flow,  

  What it meant to lose you, no one will ever know.  

  But now we know you want us, to mourn for you no more,  

  To remember all the happy times...Life still has much in store. 

  Since you'll never be forgotten, We pledge to you today,  

  A Cherish place within our hearts, is where you'll always stay! 
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Virginia Evans Marshall, affectionately known as “Gin” of Hapeville, Georgia 
was born on July 4, 1940, to the late William M. Evans, Sr., and the late Minnie 
Bell Bivins Evans in Atlanta, Georgia. She peacefully entered into eternal rest on 
Saturday, November 1, 2025, at the age of 85. In addition to her parents, Virginia 
was preceded in death by her first husband, Jesse O. Woods, Sr.; her second 
husband, Tommy Marshall; three of her beloved children, Dwayne Evans, 
Angela Woods, and Jesse O. Woods, Jr.; six sisters, Dorothy Benton, Naomi 
Evans, Geneva Hill, Mildred Kendrick, Clara Liowns, and Beatrice Nicely; four 
brothers, William Evans, Jr., Bobby Evans, Johnny Evans and Emory Evans.  
 
At a young age, Virginia’s family moved to Warrenton, Georgia where she 
attended Pleasant Grove Missionary Baptist Church. Later in life, Virginia 
wanted to be sure of her salvation, so she rededicated her life to Christ on a call 
with her niece, Apostle Sandra Evans Dukes. While she didn't have a church 
home towards the end of her life, she lived her life in the spirit of Christ, she 
loved others.  
 
Early in life, Virginia received her childhood education in the Atlanta Public 
School System and upon moving to Warrenton, Georgia with her family, she 
attended school in the Warren County School System as well. After becoming 
an adult, Virginia moved back to Atlanta, Georgia and briefly worked for the 
Scripto Pen Company. Afterwards, she worked for the Atlanta Public School 
System as a cafeteria worker until she retired in 1982.  
 
Virginia’s favorite pastimes were shopping, cooking, listening to gospel music, 
reading and watching TV. She was a very devoted mother to her eight children 
and she loved them dearly. She also loved and helped raised some of her 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren as well. She was an excellent cook and 
known for her delicious potato salad and sweet potato pies. Virginia was 
married twice. In 1960, she married Jesse O. Woods, Sr., and in 1986, she 
married Tommy Marshall.  
 
Left to cherish her most precious memories, three daughters, Clarice Evans and 
Tonika (Wallace) McGhee both of Hapeville, Georgia, Cathy (Melvin) Turner 
of Jonesboro, Georgia; two sons, Darrell (Brenda) Woods of Ellenwood, Georgia 
and Tristan (Quanishia) Woods of Atlanta, Georgia; fourteen grandchildren; 
nineteen great-grandchildren, and ten great-great grandchildren; two sisters, 
Walter Mae Moss of Lithonia, Georgia and Tessie Mae Evans of Warrenton, 
Georgia; a host of nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends.  
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