Norman C Gerig
November 30, 1932 - October 13, 2020

Norman C Gerig, 87, of Albany, Oregon, passed away at the adult foster care
home in Albany where he spent the last few weeks of his life.

In Loving Memory
He was born at home east of Albany, Oregon, only a short distance across the

[ ]
fields from where he spent the last 53 years of his life until his health required a
higher level of care. His parents, Christian C. Gerig and Ida Ellen (Boshart) Gerig, Or I I I a, I I erlg

lived a humble farming life and raised their children to honor the Lord.

November 30, 1932 ~ October 13, 2020

He attended Lakeview School and Griggs School. After eighth grade, he worked
on the family farm rather than seeking higher education.

He married Sara Ellen Mitchell on March 27, 1960, at Fairview Mennonite Church
in Albany, Oregon. From this union were born one daughter and one son.

Most of his working career was spent in tire sales and service, including tire recap-
ping and brake service. Supplemental income was provided by raising elephant
garlic for several years. Providing blank audio cassette tapes and tape duplication
services, with an emphasis on church and ministry-oriented needs, was a home
business for Norman and Sara for many years. After retiring from tire sales and
service, he had short-term jobs until finding more long-term, part-time work at
Smith Seed Services in Halsey, Oregon, where he worked until he was nearly 83
years old.

Any time that a steam locomotive was in the area, he would be sure to see it. Of
particular pull to him was the haunting whistle. As a child, he was known to climb
onto the roof to watch the steam locomotives that would pass some distance away.
In 2009, he and his two children traveled to Havre, Montana, to travel alongside as
much as possible the'\SP 4449 steam locomotive back to Oregon. The SP 4449
has the distinction of: being one of the locomotives used to pull the American
Freedom Train-around the nation while the USA was celebrating its bicentennial in
1975-1976.

In his later years, Norm loved to pass many hours traveling the world virtually on
YouTube. He would take complete train andtruck trips across entire states and
countries, even developing.-opinions about the road systems in various locations.

- He was known for his easy-going, amiable personality.

24 Living a life pleasing to the Lord and faithfully attending church were priorities. 1t &&=
= was difficult.for him in 2020 when both"€COVID-19 and.failing-health prevented him = 2

B from attending regularly. He remained dedicated to. reading-from Scripture daily -

until he was no longer able.

He is survived by his two children, Ellen Gerig and Stanley Gerig, both of Albany;. :
= brothers. Clarence (Doris) Gerig and Dean (Nadine) Gerig. (both of Albany); ‘and j
79 sisters Ruth Birky (Lebanon, Oregon) and Laura Rhodes(Longview, Washington). -

e Norm was preceded in death by his wife, Sara Ellen (Mitchell) Gerig; his parents; |
il sisters Evelyn Gerig and Hazel Eby; and brother Irvin Gerig.

>ar'=4 Contributions in Norman’s memory can be made to Heralds of Hope, Inc.; PO Box ¢




That Glory-Bound Train
-Roy Acuff-

Come and listen, won't you, Brother?
Have you heard or don't you know
There's a train that's bound for Glory
Will you ride it when it goes?

(CHORUS)

Has your ticket yet been purchased

For that Glory-bound train?

Oh, will you ride (that Glory-bound train),
Oh, will you ride (that Glory-bound train),
Will you ride that train to Glory by and by?

Have you made all preparations--
Reservations all complete?

When you hear that whistle blowing,
Will you be there at your seat?

(CHORUS)

When its golden bell starts ringing,
Swinging on that golden cord,

Will you have your ticket ready
When you hear that “All aboard”?

(CHORUS)

When you hear it in the distance,
Hear its mighty drivers roar,

Just a little while to tarry

Then we'll walk those streets of gold.

(CHORUS)
Pallbearers: Nathan Birky, Delbert Gerig, Leonard Gerig,
Loren Gerig, Lynn Gerig, and Myron Gerig (nephews)
Piano prelude music: Bob Mitchell (nephew)

Graveside vocal music:  Royce Mitchell (nephew)

Funeral Order of Service
Tuesday, October 27, 2020 — 1:00 p.m.

Fairview Mennonite Church
35100 Goltra Road SE
Albany, OR 97322

Greeting and Opening Prayer
Pastor Phil Schrock

Reading of the Obituary
Ryan Mitchell (nephew)

Recorded Song
That’s the Place I’m Longing to Go — Collingsworth Family

Devotional
Arlen Krabill

Recorded Song
When | Pass Through the Gates - Liberty Quartet

Slide Show

Songs
There is a Haven
Hold Me
Royce Mitchell, vocalist (nephew)

Message
Pastor Kevin Baker

Recorded Song

That Glory-Bound Train — Roy Acuff
(Lyrics on opposite page)

Closing and Dismissal
Pastor Phil Schrock



