
D avid Allen Gruenwald was born on November 2, 
1963, in Ortonville, MN, to parents Roger and Phyllis 
Gruenwald. He grew up in Big Stone City, SD, and was 
baptized and confirmed at St. Charles Catholic Church. 
He graduated from Ortonville High School in 1982 and 
was united in marriage to Dawnette Schnetzer on June 
9, 1988. 
 
     David and Dawn built their lives in Ortonville. David 
began his career at Pepsi while in high school, where he 
remained for 15 years. In 1995, he began working for 
Frito-Lay. He turned this into a family affair, often    
having the kids color price tags, accompany him on 
routes, and help take inventory. After 14 years, he left   
Frito-Lay. Later, he found his true calling and favorite work as a farmhand for David 
“Whitey” Botker, where he enjoyed helping with planting, harvesting, and crop     
checking. He also took pride in being the unofficial neighborhood watch for North   
Minnesota Street. 
 
     David and Dawn had two children, Justin and Rachel. While he was quite             
mischievous in his younger years, becoming a father tempered his rowdy ways. He 
loved taking the family camping and snowmobiling. They also spent a lot of time at the 
“private pool,” even though he never learned how to swim. One lesson he instilled in his 
children was the importance of keeping a vehicle spotless, and always carrying window 
cleaner and a rag for those pesky bugs. Their home was always full of pets, laughter, 
and love. 
 
     His most treasured title came when he became “Papa.” His grandchildren were the 
joy of his life. There was always a sparkle in his eyes when he was surrounded by them 
or telling stories about them. He was known for always having popsicles and ice cream 
ready, creating sweet memories that will never be forgotten. David was an avid sports 
fan, he loved watching NASCAR and cheering on any Minnesota sports team. Lasting 
family memories were made traveling to various NASCAR tracks across the country. 
David could make a friend wherever he went and hosted Sunday meetings in the garage. 
He also developed a love for cutting and stacking wood, making sure all the logs were 
evenly stacked to perfection. He enjoyed shopping for a good cut of meat and could 
sometimes be found sneaking into the back of the local grocery store if he didn’t see 
what he wanted on the shelf. 
 
     David was a giver. He was the first call for many, whether you needed help with a 
squeaky door, a flat tire, snow removal, or lawn mowing, he was there. 

     David is survived by his wife of 36 years, Dawnette; son, Justin (Jessica)          
Gruenwald; daughter, Rachel (Marcus) Moberg; grandchildren: Avery and Carter    
Gruenwald; Owen and Evelyn Moberg; mother, Phyllis Gruenwald; sisters: Linda 
(John) Hausauer; Shelly (Gary) Fredrichsen; mother- and father-in-law, William and 
Janet Schnetzer; sisters-in-law: Jill Schnetzer and Linda Bear; brothers-in-law, Matt 
Schnezter and Jacob Schnetzer; uncle, Hank (Marge) Lubbesmeyer; many nieces;   
nephews; cousins; and friends he considered family. David is preceded in death by his 
father, Roger Gruenwald; sister, LeAnn Taylor; brother-in-law, Terry Taylor; paternal 
grandparents: Reynold and Glenda Gruenwald; maternal grandmother, Elizabeth     
Lubbesmeyer-Bergseth; and a few very special friends. 

 

 In Loving Memory of 
   

 
 
 

WHO WAS BORN 
November 2, 1963 

Ortonville, Minnesota 
 

AND CALLED TO HIS ETERNAL HOME 
August 22, 2025 

Ortonville, Minnesota 
 

MEMORIAL MASS 
Friday, August 29, 2025 - 11:00 a.m. 

St. Charles Catholic Church 
Big Stone City, South Dakota 

 

CELEBRANT 
Fr. John Helmueller 

 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTER & LECTOR 
Tim Weber 

 

MUSICIAN 
Bobby Meyer-Hanson, Organist 

 

SPECIAL SONGS 
“Here I am, Lord” | “Amazing Grace” 

“On Eagle’s Wings” | “Song of Farewell” 
“Go Rest High On That Mountain” - Vince Gill 

 

HONORARY URN BEARERS 
Current and Former Sunday Meeting Members 

 

INURNMENT 
Mound Cemetery 

Ortonville, Minnesota 
 

APPRECIATION 
David’s family is grateful for your attendance at this service.   

Your expressions of kindness and love are deeply appreciated.   
Following the service, please join the family for a luncheon  

and a time of fellowship in the Big Stone City Community Building.  
 

 Mundwiler & Larson Funeral Home  - Ortonville, Minnesota 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Though your smile is gone forever, 

and your hand we cannot touch, 

still we have so many memories, 

of the ones we loved so much. 

Your memory is our keepsake, 

with which we'll never part, 

God has you in His keeping, 

we have you in our hearts. 

Please use this QR code to access  
David’s online guestbook & tribute video. 

 
 


