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the years. Recall the closeness that
was ours, A love as “sweet” as
fragrant flowers. Don’t dwell on
thoughts that cause you pain,
We’ll see each other once again. I

am at peace...try to believe, it was
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“what a view” I have from here, I )

my time...I had to leave. But

see your face, I feel you near. I
follow you throughtout the day,

You’re not alone along the way.
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Jlames L. Blocker transitioned on October 4th, just shy of his 89th birthday, surrounded by his wife,
children, daughter-in-laws, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren, to be reunited with his mother,
Tina, his Beloved Cousin Seannie, his father James, his son Darryl, and the many other family members

that preceded him in death.

James L. Blocker was born on November 26, 1936, in Greenwood, South Carolina, to the late James

Blocker and Tina Sullivan. James L. Blocker moved to Philadelphia from Greenwood, South CW
as

in 1961. Before moving to Philadelphia, James was enlisted in the United States Army, where

honorably discharged in 1961. Upon his relocation to Philadelphia, he resided at 2440 N 32nd St with
Aunt Katherine and Uncle Boy. James L Blocker’s first main job upon his entry into Philadelphia was
construction. He was among the laborers to help build Strawberry Mansion High School and at least
four other high schools in the region. After 6.5 years of construction work, he realized it was time for a
new venture. He tapped into a new set of skills as a Navy Yard electrician, which he continued to do for

7 years.

James married the love of his life, Eula Mae Gaskin, in 1966. Out of this union came three sons: James
Darryl Blocker, Kevin Blocker, and Gregory Blocker. Prior to meeting and marrying Eula, James
fathered two children, Anthony Leverage and Derrick Milton. In an effort to make a better life for his
wife and children, James opened up Mansion Auto Repair in 1974 on the corner of 2301 N 30th St.
Mansion Auto, through James L Blocker’s vision, has become a Multi-Generational, Black Owned
Establishment owned and operated by us for us. Albeit a pillar in the community, it is also a Safe Haven
Corridor for the children of our community. James L. Blocker’s vision extended to include EKG auto
located at 2223 N 31st St., establishing yet another business in his beloved Strawberry Mansion
Community that continues to grow through his sons and grandchildren, with over 51 years in the same

community in which he continued to reside until his passing.

James L. Blocker was a beacon in the community. He was proud to call the Strawberry Mansion area
his home. Being the successful businessman that he was, he had plenty of opportunities to relocate from
the area. But not only did he choose to stay, he chose to invest in his community. His investments
included, but were not limited to, purchasing properties from the Jewish people as they were doing a
mass exodus out of the area. Where the Jewish people he purchased from saw blight, James L. Blocker,
being the visionary he was, saw potential. He saw and believed in the value of the Strawberry Mansion
area so much that after working in the garage during the day, he would rehabilitate the burned-out

houses he purchased from the Jewish people himself at night and on the weekends.

“YOU CAN’T CATCH GONE.” “DO IT RIGHT THE FIRST TIME.”

Being a skilled electrician already, he taught himself roofing and applied his prior construction skills to rehab a
multitude of houses in his community. And, even now, when outside investors want to come in to gentrify
Strawberry Mansion, James L. Blocker chose not to sell his properties, but rather continue his vision through his

sons and grandchildren.

James L Blocker wasn’t just a beacon in the community because of his business acumen. He was a beacon in the
community because he knew how to treat people. His motto kind and fair led him to be able to have conversations

~ with any and everybody. His ability to impart wisdom and listen at the same time gave people comfort in talking

with him. While James L. Blocker had 5 biological sons, he was a father to a whole community of sons. As an
elderly man, he could walk about the neighborhood freely knowing one of his community sons would look out for

“old pop,” as he would say.

James L. Blocker lived by a few sayings: “You can’t catch gone.” Meaning don’t spend energy worrying about
yesterday, exalt that energy on fixing today. “Do it right the first time.” Meaning if the task at hand is done correctly,
it only needs to be done once. “If you gonna sweep, sweep it clean.” Meaning, don’t waste time looking busy, if life
calls you to be a janitor, be the best janitor you can be. “One day at a time.” Meaning take life as it comes. “Treat
people kind and fair”. And finally, the words he mumbled before he passed, “It’s hard, but it’s fair.” Meaning we all
get our turn to go through hard things.

James L. Blocker lost his mother very early in life. He moved from the South up North. He had no blueprint to
follow, so he BECAME the blueprint. And, although we may not be able to do as you have, we will all strive to
make you
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“TREAT PEOPLE FAIR AND KIND” “IF YOU GONNA SWEEP, SWEEP IT CLEAN.”



Musical Prelude: Garden of Prayer World Prayer Center Music Ministry
Processional Clergy & Family

Prayer of Comfort:

Dr. Robert J Fontell Jr.
Scripture Reading:
Bishop Samuel S Gaskin
New Testament: 1 Corinthians 15:19-22
Musical Selection:

Walk around Heaven Taylor Samuels
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Reflections/ Remarks (2Zmin limit):

Senator Sharif Street
State Representative Keith S Harris
City Councilman Jeffrey Young Jr.,
William Blocker
Romesz Venzell Coleman
William Thompson
Franklin Hart
MSG Harvey Kelvin US Army Retired(recorded)

Acknowledgements, Condolences & Reading of the Obituary:

URDER OF SERVIGE

Stephanie DeVaughn
Musical Selection: I'm Going Up Yonder. Taylor Samuels
Eulogy: Bryan Jackson, Pastor
Funeral Director’s Brief & Final Viewing

Recessional: Clergy and Family




Hey Pops,

I am so grateful to have had you here with me by my side guiding and teaching me for the last 58 years

| Imonths and 27days. My work ethic and what I stand on as a man comes from watching you get up day after
day to not only provide for us but to be a living, breathing, touchable blueprint for me to follow. The ethics that
vou have instilled in me propels me out of bed in the morning even when I just don't feel like getting up. You
taught me early in life the value of making my own money and treating people fair in the process. At 8 years of
age while working the ice-cream and pizza truck 1 thought you were hard on me, but what I didn’t know then
that I know now is that you were teaching me, showing me, guiding me, and molding me into a man that could
handle owning his own business and taking care of his own family. And for that I say thank you Pops! As I open
up the business everyday that vou started, and instill in my son what you instilled in me. and look across at the

sign bearing your name my heart fills with love and honor that I got to call you, my pops. [ love you. And, [ A
Cadie M PhX e

already miss your weekday shop visits and our Su game calls J . ' o [
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Dear Diad.

I still think about vou every single day. The grief comes in waves—some days it feels raw, unreal. a fresh punch to the
stomach. On other days, it’s a quiet gratitude that vou were my Father, my Best Friend, my Hero. [ hold onto the memory of
our ritual of watching Sunday night football. The volume turned just a little too high, yelling at the television in frustration
when the Eagles were down. You taught me so much, Pop. The most important things were lessons only you could give, the
! ones that were never found in a textbook. Pop, vou showed me the importance of hard work—not just for success, but for
Y self-respect. You taught me that effort isn't a guarantee of success, but it is a prerequisite for satisfaction. Every morning
when I face a challenge, I hear your voice telling me to finish what I started and to do it right the first time. That lesson is the
cornerstone of my work and my life. You didn’t just teach me how to be a parent; you showed me how to be a good father, a
good man. Everything I do, every lesson I try to pass on, it's all built from the blueprint you created for me. Future
generations will know you through my stories, Pop. They will know what an incredible man vou were.

I may never match your success, but I will always try to make you proud.

I love you, and I miss you more than words can say.

Ol ith all my bove Kavin

Dad.
what a blessing it is to finally be reunited with you. I've been waiting a long time for this moment,
and now that you're here, heaven feels even brighter. From above, I watched all you did after I was
gone how you stepped in with so much love and faith, becoming the steady hand and open heart my
family needed. You didn’t just care for my little girl: you were there for all three of my girls, giving
them the strength, wisdom, and guidance, I couldn’t. You showed them what it means to stand tall. to
love deeply. and to keep faith through it all. Every story you shared. every hug, every word of comfort
you kept my presence alive through your actions. You were their protector, their peace, and their
home. God saw your heart and your faithfulness., and now it’s time for you to rest. Welcome home,

Dad. Your work on earth is done — and we did good.
Obith lave, Danigl
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To Dad,
I want to thank you for all the talks we had over the years. Thank you for sharing
your knowledge and wisdom with me about family history that I would otherwise
not have known about. You have been a blessing to everyone who knows and loves
you! You will be missed!

;fauﬁw sen. EDewiick



4 _:_:_







COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

State Representative Keith Harris Celebrates

James L. Blocker

A Tribute to a man of Honor: The 30" Street (& Dauphin) Renaming Ceremony

WHEREAS, the House of Representatives of Pennsylvania is always pleased to celebrate the
legacy of individuals who are honored, through service to the country, uphold the principles and
traditions set forth by the forefathers of this great nation; and provide their communities with

opportunities to thrive through programming and advocacy.

WHEREAS, Mr. James L. Blocker is being honored for his many years of dedicated military

service and community work; and

WHEREAS Mr Blocker, a remarkable individual who has left an indelible mark on our
community. Jomes L. Blocker is not only a business owner but also an army veteran who has
dedicated his life to serving our country and providing opportunities for countless block families
within the Strawberry Mansion section.

WHEREAS, for more than 69 years, James L. Blocker has been the epitome of resilience and

commitment. His business has been a pillar in our community, providing employment and

training opportunities to numerous block families. Through his dedication and hard work, he has
eated jobs but also fostered a sense of unity and empowerment within our

ghborhood.

NOW THEREFORE, the House of Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania sends
incere tribute to the legacy of James L. Blocker and the street renaming ceremony upon his
ed recognition; pays tribute to his for enduring countless hardships, making untold
and placing himself in harm s way (o defend and protect the cause of freedom; we also
te to his for hard work, endeavors and his commitment [0 his community; offers best

s for this remarkable legacy.

AND DIRECTS, that a copy of this citation, sponsored by the Honorable Keith Harris on
Saturday, June 14, 2025, be transmitted to Mr. James L. Blocker.

ATE REPRESENTATIVE KEITH HARRIS




