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Donald Gillespie Jr. was born on July 9, 1965, in Cleveland, Ohio,
to Donald Gillespie Sr. and Cheryl Gillespie. One of eight children and the
second oldest, Donald was active from an early age. As a young man, he
developed a love for sports, especially basketball, and spent countless hours

playing on courts throughout the city. He attended Shaw High School, where
he graduated with the Class of 1984.

As an adult, Donald dedicated his career to public service. He served
as a Correctional Officer with Cuyahoga County for more than three decades
before retiring. He also worked for over twenty years with the Shaker Heights
City School District. His commitment to both professions reflected his strong
work ethic and dedication to serving his community.

Outside of work, Donald enjoyed spending time with his son, family,
and friends. He loved sports, traveling, and motorcycles. One of his favorite
traditions was hosting house parties to cheer on the Cleveland Browns. Win
or lose, the outcome of the game was never as important as having loved ones
gathered together, sharing laughter and making memories.

Donald departed this life on July 13, 2026, just days after celebrating
his 61st birthday.

He leaves to cherish his memory his loving son, Jailen Gillespie; his
sisters, Pat, Nafessah, Belama, and Donita Gillespie; his brothers, Rufus
Gillespie and Mark Ivey; and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, extended
family members, and dear friends who will forever remember his kindness,
humor, and love for family.

Lovingly Submitted,
The Family



If You Receive A Welcome Smile,
Pass It On To Keep It In Style.
If You Receive A Word Of Praise,
Pass It On To Ensure It Stays.
If You Receive A Pat On The Back,
Pass It On To Those Who Lack.
If You Receive A Hug From A Friend, Pass It
On Helping Others Mend.
If You Receive A Financial Lift,
Pass It On Share Your Gift.
If You Receive A Faith’s Strong, Pass It On To Those Who Long.
If You Receive A Message Of Hope, Pass It On So Others Might Coat.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT
The Family sincerely appreciates all acts of kindness shown during this time of bereavement. We thank
you for your prayers, comforting words, personal visits and calls. We ask that you continue to keep us

in your prayers. May God Bless and forever comfort you.
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10913 Superior Ave. ~ Cleveland, Ohio 44106
Telephone (216) 721-0066




