
In Loving Memory of

Myrna B. Rokeh
November 7, 1935 - July 4, 2026



Myrna Bernice Rokeh was born to Herbert and Bernice (ScandreƩ) Sheĸeld on 
November 7, 1935, in Russell, Minnesota. She was bapƟzed and later conĮrmed at First 
Presbyterian Church in Russell. She aƩended school in Russell and graduated in 1954.

Myrna met Gerald "Jerry" John Rokeh, the love of her life, and they were united in 
marriage on February 6, 1954, at the First English Parsonage in Tyler, Minnesota. 
Together they shared 45 wonderful years of marriage, raised three children, and built a 
life centered on faith, family, and service to others.

As an Air Force wife, Myrna devoted herself to caring for her family wherever 
Jerry's military service took them. Over the years, they lived in Mississippi, New York, 
Texas, Turkey, and Montana before returning to Russell in 1972 aŌer Jerry reƟred from 
the Air Force. No maƩer where life took them, home was wherever they were together. 
AŌer returning to Russell, Myrna worked at several local businesses, including Ike's 
Café, The Log Cabin, Tyler Bakery, and Pizza Ranch, as well as in the food service 
department at Russell High School. She eventually joined the kitchen staī at Danebod 
Village, where she conƟnued serving others unƟl her reƟrement. In 1988, she and Jerry 
moved to the New Vista Apartments in Tyler, and in 1994 they made their home at 
Danebod Village Complex. Following Jerry's passing in 1999, Myrna conƟnued to make 
Danebod her home unƟl moving to an apartment at Bethany Meadows in Brandon, 
South Dakota, in November 2025. Myrna passed away peacefully surrounded by her 
loving family Saturday, July 4, 2026 at the Avera Dougherty Hospice House in Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota.  

Myrna was a faithful member of Danebod Lutheran Church and was deeply 
involved in her church family. She was also acƟve in Eastern Star, Royal Neighbors of 
America, Modern Woodmen of America, the Red Hat Society, and Danebod WELCA. 
She enjoyed playing cards, crocheƟng, craŌing, exercising, making greeƟng cards, 
working puzzles, volunteering, helping others, and, above all, spending Ɵme with her 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and the many friends who became like family.

Myrna had a grateful heart and found joy in life's everyday blessings. Many looked 
forward to receiving one of Myrna's handmade greeƟng cards, each thoughƞully 
created as a reminder that someone was thinking of them. She was deeply thankful for 
her faith, her family, and the many friendships she cherished throughout her life. She 
considered her friendships to be one of life's greatest blessings and treasured the 
adventures, laughter, and countless memories they shared together. Whether serving 
others, spending Ɵme with loved ones, or simply appreciaƟng life's liƩle moments, 
Myrna approached each day with kindness, humility, and graƟtude. Her legacy of love, 
generosity, and thankfulness will conƟnue to inspire all who knew her.

Myrna is lovingly remembered by her children: Geri Willfong and her husband, 
Jerry, of Sioux Falls, South Dakota; Janine Isenberg and her husband, Allen, of Marshall, 
Minnesota; and John Rokeh and his wife, Chris, of Brandon, South Dakota. She is also 
survived by six grandchildren: Thomas Willfong; Ashley (Travis) Peterson; Jamie (Derek) 
ThooŌ; Christopher (Sara) Rokeh; Jill (Dillon) Miles; and Kyle (Marya) Rokeh; great-
grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren; many nieces and nephews; and other 
cherished relaƟves and friends.

Myrna's faith, devoƟon to her family and friends, and servant's heart were evident 
throughout her life. She was a true Minnesotan, strong in her faith, quick with her wit, 
and even quicker with a smile. Sharp as a tack yet gentle in spirit, she had a giŌ for 
making others feel welcome and cared for. She will be deeply missed by all who knew 
and loved her. Her memory, her example of faithful service, and her grateful spirit will 
remain a treasured blessing to her family, friends, and all whose lives she touched.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Jerry; her parents, Herbert and Bernice 
Sheĸeld; her four brothers, William, Richard, Neil, and Wayne Sheĸeld; her sister, 
Dorothy Anderson; and her parents-in-law, Delbert and Evelyn Rokeh.

In Loving Memory of

Myrna B. Rokeh

Memorial Service
Wednesday, July 8, 2026 - 10:30 AM

Danebod Lutheran Church - Tyler, Minnesota

OĸciaƟng - Rev. Megan Eide

Scripture
I Corinthians 13:4-7

Romans 6:3-5

Sharing of Memories
Jill Miles and Kyle Rokeh

Music
Organist - Marijane Borresen

Soloist - Mark Wilmes
"Wind Beneath My Wings"

CongregaƟonal Hymns
"BeauƟful Savior" Hymn LBW 518
"Amazing Grace" Hymn LBW 448

"On Eagle's Wings" WOV 779

Honorary Urn Bearers
Thomas Willfong              Ashley Peterson                Jamie ThooŌ
Christopher Rokeh                 Jill Miles                            Kyle Rokeh

Inurnment
Russell City Cemetery - Russell, Minnesota

Following the service, friends are invited to join the family for food and 
sharing. We will then travel for the commiƩal service at Russell City 

Cemetery in Russell, Minnesota. 

Arrangements under the care of
Hartquist Funeral Home


