- FOOTPRINTS -

ONE NIGHT | HAD A DREAM. | WAS WALKING ALONG THE
BEACH WITH THE LORD, & ACROSS THE SKIES FLASHED
SCENES FROM MY LIFE. IN EACH SCENE [ NOTICED TWO

SETS OF FOOTPRINTS IN THE SAND. ONE WAS MINE,

& ONE WAS THE LORD’S. WHEN THE LAST SCENE OF MY
LIFE APPEARED BEFORE ME, | LOOKED BACK AT THE
FOOTPRINTS IN THE SAND, & TO MY SURPRISE [ NOTICED
THAT MANY TIMES ALONG THE PATH OF MY LIFE THERE
WAS ONLY ONE SET OF FOOTPRINTS. AND I NOTICED
THAT IT WAS AT THE LOWEST AND SADDEST TIMES IN MY
LIFE. | ASKED THE LORD ABOUT IT. “LORD, YOU SAID

@ THAT ONCE [ DECIDED TO FOLLOW YOU, YOU WOULD
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WALK WITH ME ALL THEIWAY IBUT.IINOTICE THAT

DURING THE MOST TROUBLESOME TIMES IN/MY. LIFE

THERE IS ONLY. ONE SET OF FOOTPRINTS./I DON'T
UNDERSTAND WHY. YOU LEFT'MY SIDE WHEN [ NEEDED
YOU MOST.” THE LORD REPLIED, “MY PRECIOUS CHILD,

| LOVE YOU & WOULD NEVER LEAVE YOU. DURING YOUR
TIMES OF TRIAL & SUFFERING, WHERE YOU SEE ONLY ONE
SET OF FOOTPRINTS, I WAS CARRYING YOU."
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DAVID
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1953 - 2024




Dave was born to Kenneth and Alma Hanson on January 14™
1953 in LaCrosse, Wisconsin. He was baptized and confirmed at
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in West Salem, WI. Dave
graduated from West Salem High School in 1971 and attended
Junior college at Western Wisconsin Technical College, eqrnln%a
degree in supermarket management. He was then recruited by
head basketball Coach Al Bortke at the University of Mary in
Bismarck, ND and continued his study, earning a degree in
financial management. By happy circumstance, the basketball
scholarship offer letter he received was comﬁosecf and sent out by
the eventual love of his life, Dona. T eg developed their
relationship in college and were married at Christ the King on
July 1%, 1978, shortly after Dona’s graduation. They were blessed
to welcome a son, Erik, on January 24, 1980, and a daughter,
Megan, on October 12, 1983.

Dave was an insgiration to many from the time he was young. A
talented athlete, he excelled in track, baseball, and basketball. He
] was a driven competitor, leading him to recording the first leczlgal
dunk and being one of the top rebounders in history for the Marauders. Dave was honored to
have his team inducted into the University of Mary Hall of Fame. His love of sports ran
dee%. rooting for the Chicago Cubs and the Green Bay Packers. He could talk at length about
the history of these teams up to the present and enjoyed the conversations centered around
all sports. Dave was also incredibly Ill)roud to- watch the playing and coaching

accomplishments of his children and grandchildren, always following online or in person.

In late 1993/early 1994, Dave and Dona’s life changed forever. Doctors found a tumor
growing on Dona’s brain stem which required immediate attention. The recovery timeframe
was projected to be a six-month hospital stay, followed by full recovery in approximately a
%ear. Due to complications in recovery the hospital staﬁ lasted the better part of a year and

ona never recovered from the operation. Dave made the loving sacrifice to be her primary
caregiver while working full-time and raising two young children. Times were not easy, but
despite these difficulties Dave was determined to stay with his bride and care for her as best
he could. This was the absolute definition of who Dave was; a kind and loving servant. His
}t)_assmn for helping others was evident in his last career at the University of Mary in the
inancial aid department. Even though it was not always in his area of expertise, Dave would
help tackle any problem for all who came knocking on his office door, developing life-long
relationships with students and staff alike. He was a mentor and friend to so many, giving
freely of himself all while shouldering such a burden in his personal life. The impact Dave
made on not only his family but also friends and strangers too numerous to count will
continue to live on in his memory.

The family would like to offer a special thank you to Dave’s University of Mary family who
suﬁ)ported him all through his career until retirement, and especially for the support given
when Dave went back to work prior to his death.

Dave’s love for his grandchildren was his greatest source of pride and joy over the last 19

years of his life. Gabriel (19), Miles Igjl4), Charlotte (8), Henry (4), and Lucas (1) all loved to

see grandpa whenever they could. He was their larger-than-life hero who they all adored

very deeply. Grandpa was always good for a great time with these five, and the laughs he

could create with his dry humor at a family get-together were second-to-none. The
randchildren loved to spend holidays with Grandpa Hanson, especially the 4™ of July and
hristmas, which was one of Dave’s favorite times of year.

After converting and being baptized and confirmed into the Catholic Church, Dave’s faith
was a central part of his life. It was undoubtedly this faith that kept him nourished while he
carried such a heavy load in life. Dave leaned heavily on this faith when he lost his wife
Dona on August 217, 2023, believing in the promise of the resurrected Jesus. He knew he
would be reunited in paradise with Dona and others he loved, and Dave made this journey
into heaven on the night we celebrate the infant Jesus’s journey to humanity. There is no
doubt that Jesus and Dona welcomed him warmly into eternal life, side by side.

Dave is survived by his mother-in-law, Diane Beckler; son Erik Hanson (Kimberly);
daughter Megan Schaff (Clayton); grandchildren Gabriel, Miles, and Charlotte Hanson
Henry and Lucas Schaff; sister Janna Stamstad; sister Debra Lee (Ryan); brother Michae
(Marianne) Hanson; sister-in-law Jane Leingang (Duane); brother-in-law Daniel Beckler;
aunts Joanna Goltz and Elaine Phelps; and many nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his wife Dona Hanson, father and mother Kenneth and Alma
Hanson, and father-in-law Ralph Beckler.

Parish Rosary & Vigil Thursday, January 2, 2025; 7:00 PM
Weigel Funeral Home

Fr. Fred Harvey & Fr. Nick Schneider

Friday, January 3, 2025; 11:00 AM

Christ the King Catholic Church

Fr. Fred Harvey & Fr. Nick Schneider

Alice Gerhardt, Jacey & Jake Wanner

Erik Hanson, Clayton Schaff, Michael Hanson
Nathan Stamstad, Matthew Stamstad, Gabriel Hanson, & Miles Hanson

Daniel Stamstad, Henry Schaff, Lucas Schaff
Duane Leingang, & Mark Johnson

Nathan Stamstad

Vigil Presiders
Funeral Liturgy

Con-Celebrants
Musicians

Casket bearers
Honorary Casket bearers

Lector

“Do Not Let Your Hearts Be Troubled”
“O Holy Night”

Prelude Music

Opening Song “On Eagles Wings”
Liturgy of the Word

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 25:6a, 7-9

Response Psalm 23

“The Lord is my shepherd, there is nothing I shall want.”
Romans 6:3-4, 8-9
Matthew 5:1-12

New Testament Reading
Gospel Reading
Homily

Liturgy of the Eucharist
“Be Not Afraid”
Gabriel, Miles, & Charlotte Hanson
Henry & Lucas Schaff & Daniel Stamstad

Preparation of Gifts Song

Presentation of Gifts

Eucharistic Prayer
“The Summons”
“The Old Rugged Cross”
“Song of Farewell”
“Lead Me, Lord”

Communion Song
Communion Meditation
Final Commendation

Closing Song

Committal Service Mandan Union Cemetery

The family invites you for food & fellowship at
the Agnes Larkin Parish Life Center following the burial service.



