
 

 

 

 

 

 

When I come to the end of the day 

And the sun has set for me 

I want no rites in a gloom-filled room. 

Why cry for a soul set free? 

Miss me a little, but not too long 

And not with your head bowed low. 

Remember the love we once shared- 

Miss me, but let me go. 

 

For this is a journey we all must take 

And each must go alone. 

It’s all a part of the Maker’s plan, 

A step on the road to home. 

When you are lonely and sick at heart 

Go to the friends we know 

And bury your sorrows in doing good deeds- 

Miss me, but let me go. 

 

 
In Loving Memory of 

Michael Stephen Buffalo 
April 7, 1952 ~ August 1, 2023  

 

Wake Services 

Holy Comforter Episcopal Church  

Lower Brule, SD 

7:00 p.m., Thursday, August 3, 2023  

7:00 p.m., Friday, August 4, 2023  

 

Funeral Service  

Holy Comforter Episcopal Church  

Lower Brule, SD 

11:00 a.m. Saturday, August 5, 2023  

 

Officiating  

Pastor Cheryl Arguello 

 

Casketbearers 

Trent Knuppe  Luis Rubio 

Victor Knuppe Andrew Livermont  

Joseph Wells  Milo Buffalo III 

Heath Langdeau  Clyde Estes Jr.  

 

Honorary Bearers 

Richard Haubrich  Bill Gayton  

Wanda Peacock & Randy  Joseph Flood  

Marilyn McKee  Adelaida Rodriguez Manore  

Madge Ducheneaux  Myrna Marvin 

Monetha Burritt  Elliott Thompson  

All the Staff at St. Mary’s Hospital in Pierre 

All His Many Friends & Relatives 

 

Interment  

Holy Comforter Episcopal Cemetery 

Lower Brule, SD  
 

Arrangements By: Hickey Funeral Home, Chamberlain, SD  



Michael Stephen Buffalo (Myanowata – Bear Clan) age 71, began his journey 

home on Tuesday, August 1, 2023. He was born in Marshalltown, Iowa on April 

7, 1952 to Milo Buffalo Sr. and Christine (Davenport) Buffalo. He grew up on 

the Meskwaki Settlement in Tama, Iowa before moving to South Dakota.  

 

Michael started off his academic career at Enemy Swim Day School and Waubay 

Elementary School. He graduated from Reliance High School in 1970. He 

attended Black Hills State University in Spearfish, SD before getting drafted into 

the Army in the early 70’s. After he returned, he later attended Northern State 

University in Aberdeen, SD. 

 

After meeting in Lower Brule, Michael married Ruby Estes on September 20, 

1974 in Pierre, South Dakota. To this marriage three beautiful daughters were 

born- Michelle, Melissa, and Holly along with their grandchildren- Trent, Jayda, 

Victor, Micah, Amelia (Mills), Ayden (Cepa), and Silas.  

 

He worked for Midwest Coast Trucking driving semi-trucks across the country. 

He then worked at Hills Materials Company in Rapid City. After that he worked 

at Dacotah Cement Plant in Rapid City for many years. His last place of 

employment was with B & H Asphalt in Rapid City. Mike and Ruby called 

Rapid City home for thirty years while watching their kids grow up. Michael has 

been in the Pierre area since 2012 living with his daughter Holly and her kids. In 

2015, Michael was diagnosed with throat cancer and was not expected to live for 

more than six months. Not only did he beat cancer, but his children and 

grandchildren were blessed with eight more years of life.  

 

Michael was a hard-working, loving, and caring father and grandfather. Mike 

enjoyed watching Nascar-Dale Earnhardt, eating biscuits and gravy, watching 

war movies, going on drives, yelling “HOORAH!”, calling friends and family, 

and watching the weather channel. He was so proud of all his daughters and his 

grandkids. Michael found so much joy traveling across South Dakota to support 

his grandchildren during all their special moments, celebrations, and various 

sports. Michael was a good story teller and could always make everyone in the 

room laugh. He was so proud of all his daughters and his grandkids.  May creator 

bless and watch over Michael as he makes his journey home. 

 

Michael passed away August 1, 2023 at the Highmore Healthcare Center in 

Highmore, SD, at the age of 71. He is survived by his daughters Michelle (Trent, 

Jayda, Victor) of Dell Rapids, SD, Melissa (Mills, Cepa) of Minneapolis, MN, 

and Holly (Micah, Silas) of Pierre, SD; brothers Mark, Chris; sisters Marsha, and 

Melinda all of Tama, IA. Michael is also survived by many cousins, aunties, 

uncles, nieces, and nephews. 

 

Preceded him in death were his wife Ruby Buffalo, parents Milo Sr. and 

Christine Buffalo, brother Milo Jr. Buffalo. 

 
In Loving Memory Of  

 

 

Michael Stephen Buffalo  
Myanowata – Bear Clan 

1952 ~ 2023 


