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“Let It Rise” — Northsid

Eulogy/ | essag
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“Mansion, Robe and Crown” — Northside Church of Christ Pr
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Belle Gardner Smith. The flfth of tvvelv
large, close-knit famlly

It was during this time that Jim was ba
Baptist Church, beginning his lifelong journey o
to move to Los Angeles, but his father had otk

dedication, and leadership, he rose to the rank of Sergeant (= 5)—a respected noncom I
that reflected both technical expertise and the abllrtyto lead and mentor fellow soldlers

During his service, Sergeant Smith demonstrated exceptional proﬂmency as an infa -
earning Expert Marksmanship Qualifications with both the M-16 rifle and the M-60 ma hme.
gun. He completed an overseas tour in Vietnam, earning one Overseas Bar for his
His honorable duty was recognized through several military awards, including the National
Defense Service Medal, the Vietnam Service Medal, and the Vietnam Campaign Medal— eaCh e
representing his courage, commitment, and faithful service to his country. -

After completing his active duty, Sergeant Smith transferred to the U.S. Army Reserveb"_.,.
at Fort Riley, Kansas, where he continued to uphold the Army’s core values of loyalty, duty 5
respect, selfless service, honor, integrity, and personal courage until his honorable discharge in
October 1971.

Shortly after leaving the military, Jim was united in marriage to his beloved wife, Claudyia, on
October 30,1971—just ten days after his discharge. Their early years of marriage were filled with
laughter, family gatherings, and cherished memories with friends. From their love came three
beautiful daughters:

Michelle, Candra, and Jaterica. Jim’s family was the joy of his life. He often shared stories of
his daughters’ accomplishments, his pride shining through in every conversation.

Following his military service, James began a long and distinguished career
with the United States Postal Service, where he worked faithfully for 38 years.



im as “Easy Money”, a nickname he
.ances he knew from his route and

in fémember him as easygoing, friendly, and compassionate—someone
g to lend a helplng hand to famlly frlends and neighbors allke Many

to him. ;Whether enjoylng a cold drink after a long day, sharing Iaughter at family gatherings,

i J\;“»<V|S|t|ng with neighbors, looking after and mentoring nieces, nephews, nelghborhood kids, and

adopted sons and daughters or greeting others along his walking rouﬁe Jim’s kindness and
good nature left a lasting impression on everyone he met.

'Oh'Qotober 4,2025, at the age of 81, James “‘Jim” Smith was called home to rest.

- He leaves to cherish his memory his devoted wife, Claudyia Smith; two loving daughters and
their spouses, Candra Loftis (Trey Loftis) and Jaterica Smith (I\@h)‘ and his cherished
brothers, sisters and in-laws: George White, Ernestine Smith, Joe.Smith (Brenda Smith), Leon
Smith (Joann Smith), Viola Young, Etta B. Smith, and Charles Smith; and one aolopted brother,
Jesse Washington (Nellie Washington). He also leaves behind many aunts, cousins, mecés(
nephews, and friends who will continue to honor his legacy oroVﬂE\‘Hce and family devotion. -

Jim was preceded in death by his parents, C. M. and BeIIe Smith; his sisters, %v_ilﬂe White:
and Dorothy Smith; his brothers and sisters-in-law, Johnny Lee and Prince Ella Smith

Jesse and Johnnie Mae Smith; his brothers, Sampson Smith and Robert Lee S

his brother-in-law, Leroy Young; and by his eldest daughter, Mi fellﬁ;@mit
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2 plants gifts, scholarshlp donations,

e and hospital visits, prayers, and

ther you offered your time, lent a helping

tha every gesture has been felt deeply and

¢ ‘As we contmue to nawgate life without his physical presence, we ask for your continued prayers
and support. The love you have shown reminds us that we are not alone and that his legacy of
kindness and family lives on through all of us.

With deepest gratitude and love,
Claudyia, Candra and Jaterica

The Smith/Loftis Family Memorial Scholarship Fund - Honoring the Life and Legacy of James “Jim” Smith

For families who wish to contribute, donations may be made in lieu of flowers to the The Smith/Loftis
Family Memorial Scholarship Fund - Honoring the Life and Legacy of James ‘Jim” Smith through the
Southern Foundation. This fund honors his legacy by supporting future generations of Southern University
students in their pursuit of higher education. To make a donation, please visit https://foundation.sus.edu/
Jjames-smith-endowment-for-student-scholarships/.

Services Entrusted To: C. L. Lynch Mortuary Inc.
22939 Hawthorne Blvd. Suite 210 Torrance, California 90505
310-373-1222



