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W\ Th‘p family of Mary Ellen Starks gratefully acknowledges every expression of

V. : love, kindness, prayer, and support shown during this time of bereavement.
) ’ ; Wb'ether through a call, visit, card, floral tribute, comforting word, or quiet
/ -\ - prayer, your thoughtfulness has strengthened and encouraged us.
' ‘ ‘May God richly bless each of you for helping us honor and celebrate the
‘ A beautiful life and legacy of our beloved Mary.
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REMEMBERING

Mary Ellen Starks was born on May 9, 1950, in Booneville, Mississippi, to the late Martha Bell Pierce. Her life

was one marked by faith, family, friendship, service, and a joyful spirit that touched those who knew and loved

her. Mary departed this earthly life on Tuesday, September 22, 2026, at her home in Booneville, MS.

Mary received her education in the Booneville community and proudly graduated from Wick Anderson High
School in 1968. Following graduation, she married Lee Earnest Starks, and together they began building a life

and family.

Throughout her life, Mary was a dedicated and hardworking woman. Her employment included Blue Bell, the
Baldwyn High School cafeteria, Landmark, Booneville Head Start, Baldwyn Elementary School, and Lucky

Star. Wherever she worked, Mary brought with her a strong work ethic and a genuine concern for others.

) Mt.'Nebo CME Church and had several
Hill Missignary Baptist Church, where she

served until her passing. She joyfully shared'h

er gif g‘several areas of ministry, including the Voices
of Joy and the Booneville Missionary Choir. She also faithfully sQrved as secretary of the Missionary Ministry.
e ‘of Children. :

She was a member of Herons of Jericho and Pal

While Mary was committed to her church and her work, some of her gréatest joy was found in simply being
surrounded by the people she loved. She treasured time spent with family and friends and enjoyed the
fellowship, laughter, and memories they shared. Mary alsﬁ to (__lailce, andhancing remained one of her

favorite pastimes. Her joyful spirit and love for life will be

1 em?éd by all who were blessed to know her.

Earnest Starks; brother, Edgar Frank Simmens; an SISters era Moore, Gloria Agnew, Annie Shack, and

Mary was preceded in death by her mother, Martha Bell Pler;cfandmother, Lee G. Simmons; hushand, Lee

Martha Shumpert.
,/
Mary leaves to cherish her loving memory thre('e children: Stephanie Stewart (Marcus) of Booneville,

Mississippi; Martin Starks (LaCresha) of Baldwyn, Mississippi; and Sherea Starks of Booneville, Mississippi.

She also leaves her siblings: Lee Gloria Christian of Boonevil'le, Mississippi; Minnie Foster of Mempbhis,
Tennessee; Thomas F. Simmons; Charlie Agnew of Booneville, Mississippi; and Willie Agnew (Antoinette) of

Guntown, Mississippi; and two sisters-in-law, Brenda SlmJIlﬂ‘lS and Kim Starks.

Her legacy continues through her nine grandchildren: Tamﬁl‘a Price (David), Candyace Starks, Roman Starks,
Consuela Starks, Josie Starks, Nehemiah Starks, Katayja Price, Shariah Murphy, and Kaleigh Murphy;

fourteen great-grandchildren; and three great-great-grandchildren.
v
Mary also leaves a host of nieces, nephews, cousinw&, extended family members, and dear friends

who will forever cherish the memories, laughter, love, and joy ‘sl'i\shared.

Though her earthly journey has ended, the life Mary lived and the love she gave will continue to speak through
the generations she leaves behind. Her faith, devotion to family, joyful spirit, and love for others have created

a legacy that will not soon be forgotten.
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‘Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who
believes in me will live, even though they die’ ~ John 11:25

Scripture Reading

Old Testament .......ccoveviniiaiieiiiniiiieiiineeiieiennccenees Rev. Charles Fears

New Testament.......ccvvuviieiiniiieiinrienierineneeennes Bro. Jerry Woodruff
Prayer ..ocooeviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiir e Rev. J. S. Agnew
11 e Sis. Reketa Brandon and Sis. LaCresha Starks
Words of Comfort .....cevvvvviiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienneinen, Rev. Raymond Shugars
Acknowledgements .........ccceiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii Sis. Rosella Shumpert

Remarks (2 minutes)

d . ‘ ~"‘ Friends and Family
A & SOIE tevnniniiniiniiiiiiiieieitiietitietaeteeetneiaetetaseesnciacnanns Bro. Jermaine Agnew
> Eulogy «eooeeiniiiiiiiiiiiii e Rev. Isaac Shinault
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.. THE THREAD SHE LEFT BEHIND
)
7 / With gentle hands and a faithful heart,

- You stitched our family piece by piece.
4 With every thread you gave us love,
. With every stitch, you gave us peace.
¥, * You taught us faith, you taught us strength
’ - And showed us how to carry on.

And though your hands now rest in peace,
The beautiful work you started lives on.
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The memories you stitched into our hearts
Will never face or come undone.
Rest peacefully, Mama
Your earthly work is finished
But the beautiful legacy you stitched
Will last forever.

With all our love,
Your Children

FOREVER OUR GRANDMOTHER

You taught us to love
To pray and trust in the God - ’

Your faith was your foundation, 2

And your love was our blessing.
You prayed for us, guided us, &
And loved us through every season.
Though we cannot see you now, - 4
Your words, your faith, and your loves » / s
Will forever live within us. e
We thank God for the gift of youy -,
And for every precious memor s\" -
YP Yy
You left behind. ”

Rest peacefully, bbb E
. TR y
Your Grandchildren 2 3’ . ‘
child S

= |

o

SN

A L B ‘=







	Starks Obituary Program (1)
	Starks Obituary Insert

