
Leo Mittleider, 93, Fargo, ND died Thursday, September 24, 2026 at
Sanford Hospice House, Fargo, ND, surrounded by his family.

Leo was born to Fred and Bertha Mittleider on September 2, 1933, in
Kidder County, Tappen, ND. He attended school through grade six at a
country school near Tappen, ND. He spent two years in the US Army.
Upon discharge, he worked at various jobs from October 1956 to
February 1958. He also worked on a farm at Harwood, ND from March
1958 to October 1959. In November 1959, he began working for the
John Deere Co., and took an early retirement in May 1986. From July
1986 to January 1987, he worked part-time for the Fargo Implement
Co. He worked for Courier Dispatch Co. of Fargo from November 1987
to March 1989.

Leo married Loretta Schock on October 20, 1957 at Cleveland, ND.
The couple lived in Tappen before moving to Harwood, ND, Moorhead,
MN, and settling in Fargo, ND.

Family was the most important thing to Leo. He was an avid gardener
and took great pride in the food he was able to share with family and
friends. Leo loved fishing and camping with family and friends. He
enjoyed a good game of cribbage with his family. Later in life he
found the love for baking. He made a mean chocolate chip cookie. He
shared his love of baking with his grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. They loved baking with him. He also made the best
potato salad.

He is survived by three daughters, Leatta Mittleider (Jeff Dennis)
Fargo, ND, Lynette Mallick, Fargo, ND, and Lola (Gary) Keller, Fort
Myers Beach, FL; 5 grandchildren, Jacob Mallick (Allie), Molly Mallick
(Brandon), and Alexandria Mallick (Matt), Fargo, ND, Kayla (Derek)
Benhardus, Fergus Falls, MN, and Justin (Sarah) Keller, Dent, MN; 7
great grandchildren, Ellie, Gracie, Addie and Cole, Fergus Falls, MN.
Rilynn, Kinley and Makenna, Dent, MN; two sisters, Viona Zimmerman,
Jamestown, ND and Darlene Simonson, Fargo, ND; and many nieces
and nephews. He was preceded in death by his beloved wife, Loretta;
infant son, Larry; his parents; one sister, Delilah Roesler; and three
brothers, Elton, Clarence and Melvin.

In Loving
Memory

LEO MITTLEIDER
September 2, 1933 - September 24, 2026



Funeral Service
Wednesday, September 30, 2026 - 10:30 AM

Hanson-Runsvold Funeral Home
Fargo, North Dakota

Pastor Clarence Mittleider Jr., Officiant
Samantha Hintz, Soloist

Marlys Herring, Accompanist

Congregational Hymns
"In the Garden" #635

"Amazing Grace" #343

Special Music
"Mansion Over The Hilltop"

Pallbearers
Jacob Mallick - Molly Mallick - Alexandria Mallick
Kayla Benhardus - Justin Keller - Derek Benhardus

Honorary Pallbearers
Ellie Benhardus - Gracie Benhardus

Addie Benhardus - Cole Benhardus - Rilynn Keller
Kinley Keller - Makenna Keller

Military Honors
Fargo American Legion

Burial
Wednesday, September 30, 2026

Fisher Cemetery
Tappen, North Dakota

All are invited to a luncheon following the service.

For Those I Love; 
For Those Who Love Me...

When I am gone, release me, let me go...

I have so many things to see and do.

You mustn't tie yourself to me with tears.

Be happy that we had so many years.

I gave you my love; You can only guess how 

much you gave me in happiness.

I thank you for the love you all have shown.

But now it's time I traveled alone!

So grieve a while for me, if grieve you must,

Then... let your grief be comforted by trust.

It's only for a while that we must part

So, bless the memories within your heart.

So, if you need me, call and I will come.

Though you can't see or touch me, I'll be near.

And if you listen with your heart, you'll hear

all of my love around you, soft and clear.

And then, when you must come this way alone...

I'll greet you with a smile and "Welcome Home!"

                                              -- Author Unknown


