and grlevmg a loved
ormal but remembel% thlat God is

D S A gard o koot e
g arden of the hea
do%}g_md facsunset Hegplanted all the good

o first and I re- ‘

October 23, 1945

e 7 - Saturday, April 25, 2026
" St. Mark Baptist Church
122 2nd Street
Clyo, GA 31303




: Beauny Johnson-Polite and Joseph Polite Sr.,

'y was marked by a commitment to education and his country.
>r gradu ng from Spnngﬁeld Central ngh School, he attended Fort Val-
y State University before earning his B.S. in Biology from Savannah State
niversity. He also honorably served in the United States Air Force for four
years. Franklin spent his professional career as one of the first black conductors
in the South for the CSX Railroad Company and served as a representative for
his fellow employees. Even after retirement, his passion for mentorship led him
to work as a substitute teacher for the Chatham County School System.

Community Leadership and Advocacy

Franklin was a pillar of the Savannah community, serving as the President of
the Hudson Hill Community. During his presidency, he was a tireless advocate
for safety, successfully requesting that the city install sidewalks on Tuten
Street so that children would no longer have to wait for the school bus in the
street. His heart for service extended to the elderly as well; he supervised a pro-
gram that provided free yard work for senior citizens. Additionally, he shared
his leadership skills as the President of the Barons of Savannah for a number
of years.

Faith and Fellowship

A man of deep faith, Franklin was baptized at Saint Mark Baptist Church in
Clyo, GA, where he served faithfully as a Deacon. He was a dedicated Mason, a
proud member of the Historical Society in Savannah, and the cherished family
historian and spearhead for the Johnson-Polite Family Union.

Passions and Legacy

Franklin was known as an impeccable dresser with a large personality who
"never met a stranger”. His life was full of diverse joys. He served as the bass
leader for the Four Wonders gospel group in Effingham County. He was an
avid traveler, a master at the barbeque grill, and found peace while deep-sea
fishing.

Mentorship: He was a source of great advice and wisdom for everyone his life
touched.

Family
Franklin leaves behind a rich legacy of love. He is survived by his loving wife,
Joann Johnson-Polite.

: Juanita Wlllxams (Rufus-Tommy), Willie Hall Pamela Dicker-
{imberly Polite-Heyward (Ronald), Michelle Williams (James),
e Jr (Charlene) Dr W1111am Johnson (Tlffany) Renty

Oula a{ Smce
Presxdmg Rev Herbert Hall

Processmnal/ Soft Musnc
Invocatlon- Rev. Dr. Richard Hall
Scriptures Reading
Old Testimonial- Rev. Dr. Michael C. Smith
New Testimonial- Rev. Deatia McFarlin

Selection by
First Mount Bethel Missionary
Baptist Church Choir

Reflections (2 Minutes)
As a Classmate— Ms. Lucy Powell
As a Coworker and Friend— Mr. Sterling Thomas
As a Uncle— Mrs. Wanda Goldwire
As a Granddad— Mrs. Tranea King— Newton

Tribute of Our Dad

wledgements & Resolutions

- First Mount Bethel Missionary
' Choir - God Is My Everything

Eulogy Re\}. James Williams
Last Glance

Passing of Flowers— Granddaughters
Recessional




