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Irene Banks was the 3rd child
out of ten children, born

to Horace and Anna Banks.

She was raised in a Christian
Baptist houschold with her

nine siblings— George, Helen,
Connie, Etta, Peggy, Shirley,
Doris, Joan and Cynthia. The
Banks were a close and loving
family. They settled in Wayne,
Radnor Township, Delaware
County, Pennsylvania. Described
by her family as a precocious
child, Irene displayed a unique
talent for sports and athletics.
During her early schooling at
Tredyftrin-Easttown Junior High
School, Irene enjoyed playing
field hockey and softball. As an
adult, she loved to roller skate
which led her to work as a skate
guard in Berwyn, PA.



In the summer of
1942, Irene met her
future husband, James
R. Reynolds, II. Irene
and James married

the following winter
of 1943. The young
couple moved and
settled down in Devon,
Chester County, PA.
Together, they enjoyed doing
custom gardening, and home /
landscaping designing. James, an
honorably discharged U. S. Army
veteran, worked at National
Rolling Mills in Malvern, PA,
until he retired. Irene became

a devoted wife and mother

to a growing family. January
1944 saw Irene giving birth

to her first child, a daughter,
Jean Reynolds. Subsequently,
the family grew with the birth
of a second daughter, Diane,

a son, James W. Reynolds,

11, a namesake of James, II’s
proud family linecage and their
fourth and final child, Debbie
Reynolds. One of the fondest

memories the family cherishes
was how their parents would

amuse themselves by going out
nearly every day or mostly every
weekend. At times, the family
would often walk from Devon to
Stratford, to meet Chris the taxi-
man, and drive out to Mount
Pleasant in Wayne.

Irene is survived by her
children—Jean Brown, Diane
Reynolds, James W. Reynolds,
III (his wife, Darlene) and
Debbie Reynolds; her siblings—
Shirley Barnes of Philadelphia,
Doris Taylor of Virginia, Joan
Byrd of Wavne, and Cynthia
Galloway also of Wayne, PA;
grandchildren—Melvin and
Joyce Dutton (Jean), Tyrone
Reynolds (Diane), Grecha
Wright, Barbara Costelo
(James), Taneeka Reynolds and
Felicia Henderson (Debbie); 16
great-grandchildren and a host
of nieces, nephews, cousins,
other relatives and friends.



[rene 1s a product ot one of

merica’s great last-gilded g
generations that emphasized

faith, family and community.

She will be remembered by
many including extended
families and friends.

['he essence of her

soul and being is now
eternally etched onto
the brightest star in

the glorious firmament
of heaven for all who
knew her to radiate

in her splendor.

Irene Virginia Banks
Revnolds will surely

1
be forever missed.

Sorrowfully Submitted,
['he Family
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As beautiful as a rose to see,

Was her life she lived so gracefully.
She made things precious by her touch,
Her selfless love lives on in each of us.

The petals of ber life fell one by one,
Each a gift of her beart
till there were none.
Yet her radiance blooms once again
In fields of glory with no end.

Memorial Service Celebrating the Life of

Saturday, November 11, 2023
12:30 PM Visitation
1:00 PM Service

Service Location
Wright Funeral & Cremation Services
725 Merchant Street
Coatesville, Pennsylvania
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The Family of Irene Reynolds would like to express their gratitude
to you for your expressions of sympathy shown to them in this hour of
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