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Don’t grieve for me, for 

now I’m free. I’m 
following the path God 

laid for me.  
I took His hand when I 
heard Him call, I turned 
my back and left it all.  

I could not stay another 
day, to laugh, to love, to 

work or play.  
Tasks left undone must 
stay that way, I found 

that peace at the       
close of day. 

 
If parting has left a void 

then fill it with 
remembered joy.  

A friendship shared, a 
laugh, a kiss, ah yes, 

these things I too       
will miss.  

Be not burdened with 
times of sorrow, I wish 

you the sunshine            
of tomorrow.  

My life’s been fun, I’ve 
savored much. Good 
friends, good times, a 

loved one’s touch. 
 

Perhaps my time seemed 
all too brief, don’t 

lengthen it now with 
undue grief. Lift up your 
heart and share with me, 
God wants me now, He 

set me free. 
 



 Mary Lee Beatty, daughter of  Raymond and Velva (Eikleberry) Soat, 

was born on August 24, 1942, in Milford, Iowa. She graduated from Milford 

High School in the class of 1960. 

 In 1970, she married Richard Miller. To this union, they had one 

daughter, Janet. Later, she married Gary Beatty in 1979. 

 Mary had a strong personality and a strong work ethic also. She held a 

variety of positions throughout her life. She worked at Jay’s Restaurant in 

Sanborn, DEMCO, and St. Luke’s Nursing Home, among other jobs. Most 

recently, she proudly held the title of “Valentine’s Queen” at Ruthven 

Assisted Living, a role she embraced with her trademark sass and humor. 

 In her younger years, she loved bowling, treasured time spent with 

family and was a member of St Paul’s Lutheran Church in Hartley. Mary 

enjoyed coloring books and, although legally blind, she never lost her love of 

reading. She especially adored her grandchildren and two great-

grandchildren, who brought her immense pride and joy. Known for her sassy 

and blunt personality, she collected a wide array of nicknames over the years 

by her family and friends. 

 On Wednesday, February 25, 2026, she passed away at Avera 

McKennan Hospital in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, at the age of 83, with Janet 

and Shane by her side. She was preceded in death by her husband, Gary; 

parents, Raymond and Velva; and her sisters, Patty Soat and Helen Groth. 

 She is survived by her daughter, Janet (Shane) Stanley of Everly, Iowa; 

stepdaughter, LyRae Beatty of Waterloo, Iowa; granddaughter, Shawna 

(Patrick) of Templeton, Massachusetts; grandson, Kyle of Oxford, 

Massachusetts; great grandchildren, Elaina and Jameson; sisters, Bette 

(Shane) Bush of Milford, Iowa and Jeannie Sharrock of Henderson, Nevada; 

brother, Tom Soat of Ruthven, Iowa; as well as many other relatives and 

friends. 
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