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Ella Lou Sullivan Ridley was born October 22,1954 to Gordon Sullivan,
Sr. and Laura Mae Dewberry Sullivan Dixon in Fort Valley, GA. She
attended the public schools of Peach County, Georgia and graduated
from Peach County High School in 1972 as a Governor's Honor Scholar.

Ella worked at the Bibb Company (Dan River, Inc.) as a Quilting Machine
Operator for over 28 years, Thompson Hospitality, Fort Valley State
University as a Food Service Worker for three years, and lastly as a
Cashier at Fred's Discount Store for over four years until she retired
2015 due to her declining health. Ella was known for her warm, bright
smile. She was easy going, mild-mannered, kind and welcoming to all who
met her. She was affectionally called "Mama" by many family friends, to
include her "Delta Girls" and students she met while working at FVSU.
She was an avid lover of music, enjoyed spending time with family, and
her photo collection 1s a true staple and display of the genuine love she
carried for all the people whose lives she touched.

Thursday morning, May 15, 2025, Ella Lou Sullivan Ridley peacefully
transitioned to take her eternal rest after a brave fight against a lengthy
illness. She was proceeded mn death by her parents: Gordon Sullivan Sr.
and Laura M. Dixon; her siblings: Hattie Mae Sullivan, Albert Sullivan
and Gordon Sullivan, Jr.

Ella's beautiful life will forever be cherished mn the hearts of her loving
daughter, Jennifer E. Ridley (Terance); Grandchildren: Jayla A. Knight
and Jace L. E. Johnson; five sisters: Betty J. Sullivan, Janie S. Dennis,
JoAnne S. Miller, Shirley A. Drake (Calvin), & Cora M. Sullivan; four
brothers: Robert L. Sullivan (Betty), Ronnie Sullivan, John L. Dixon, and
Keith A. Dixon; and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends.

A PLACE CALLED
PEACE

By Shirley Ann Drake

I want to go to a place called peace
Where everything 1s still,
A place where time 1s the only thing to
kill.

I want to go to a place called peace
Where people stop to hold hands,
A place where togetherness keeps us
Marching on as a band.

I want to go to a place called peace
Where thoughts cannot be confused,
A place where minds are not abused.

I want to go to a place called peace
Where love 1s found n each and every
heart,

A place where life 1s putting God at the
start.

I want to go to a place called peace
Where tomorrow 1s shining on
everybody's face,

A place where hate 1s hating to ever
leave
Such a place.
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