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WATERBURY – It is with heavy hearts that the
family of Mr. Derek Lamar Yates Sr., age 51, of

Waterbury, say farewell for now, to our
beloved father, brother, son and uncle,

following his peaceful passing on Sunday, July
19, 2026, at Waterbury Hospital, surrounded by
his loving family. He was the beloved lifelong

soulmate of Karen LeVasseur.

Derek was born on December 14, 1974, in
Waterbury, Connecticut, the son of Jerry and

Louetta (Parker) Yates. He spent two
remarkable decades as an enamel specialist at

Luvata and previously worked at UniMetal
Surface Finishing as a shipping and receiving

manager in the Quality Rolling and
Deburring department. An avid sports

enthusiast, he had a passion for teams like the
Dallas Cowboys, New York Yankees, and

Philadelphia 76ers. He enjoyed playing spades
and bowling with friends and family,

participating in leagues for the last 20 years.
His dedication to his work was surpassed only
by his love for family, which was his greatest

joy. A protector and a gentle soul, Derek's
family meant everything to him, particularly

his children, who were the light of his life.
May his memory inspire all of us to cherish our
loved ones and celebrate the moments we have

together.

Besides his beloved parents and his love, Karen,
left to cherish and honor his memory are his
children: Alaysia Yates, Derek L. Yates Jr., and

Alayna Yates, Karen's children that were loved
like Derek's own: Wallace L. Wiggins III, Jordan

L. Wiggins, Karen's grandchild that Derek
loved like his own: Wallace L. Wiggins IV, his

brother, Gary D. Yates, and many beloved aunts,
uncles, nieces, nephews, cousins and other

extended family members and beloved friends.

Order of Service
Prelude - Scars in Heaven by Casting Crowns

Invocation Prayer of Comfort- Clergy

Old and New Testament Scriptures- Clergy

Musical Selection- Shalaya Paul

Acknowledgements/ Condolences- Tawana Douglas

Obituary- Read by Tawana Douglas

Eulogy- Pastor Darren McDaniel

Benediction/ Recessional- Pastor Darren McDaniel
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Poem: Remember Me
Remember me when laughter fills the air, 

when something small turns brighter unaware;

remember me when ordinary days

are warmed by quiet, unexpected rays.

Remember me-- but not with heavy heart,

not as a silence pulling you apart;

for if you smile, and find a lighter way,

then I am nearer than I was yesterday.

If you forget me for a moment's grace,

and joy should gently take my place,

do not hold tight to sorrow's thread--

it's better far to laugh instead.

For I was one who found the light in things,

in fleeting moments, in the joy life brings;

so let that be the way I linger still--

in easy, laughter, and in quiet will.

Remember me in brightness, not in grey,

in all the good that carries on each day;

and if you do, then I am always near--

alive in every smile that finds you here.


