
Karen was born on March 8, 1943, in Grace Township, Chippewa County, 

to Dayton & Orel (Gullord) Williamson.  She was baptized and confirmed at 

the Montevideo United Methodist Church. Karen attended high school in 

Montevideo and graduated in 1961. She then lived in Minneapolis where she 

studied nursing and worked in an insurance office and flower shop, where she 

honed her impressive gardening skills. 

 

On March 2nd, 1974, Karen was united in marriage to DeWayne Hermanson. 

They raised four daughters together on a farm near Boyd. Karen’s greatest 

fulfillment in life came from spending time with her family, including her 

five grandchildren, whom she spoiled endlessly. Family was of the utmost 

importance to her.  

 

Throughout her life Karen enjoyed gardening, traveling, sewing, reading, 

going for walks, and spending time with her many friends that she made along 

the way. She loved working in the Dawson-Boyd school kitchen, enjoying 

her friendships with colleagues and the children she served for over twenty 

years. 

  

Her TOPS meetings and friends were a weekly constant in her life until the 

very end, as were the summer weekends she adored in her “happy place” at 

Wildridge Campground at Lobster Lake. She enjoyed relaxing on the deck 

(enjoying the breeze… as she would say,) going for boat rides and long walks, 

fishing, and spending time there with her neighbors, friends, and family.  

 

Karen spent her final day at Lobster Lake, which was a gift that she had those 

final moments spent somewhere she loved so much.  She passed away 

unexpectedly at the age of 81 on Thursday, August 29, 2024, with family by 

her side at CentraCare Hospital in St. Cloud.  

 

Karen was preceded in death by her parents, Dayton and Orel; brother, 

DeWayne Williamson; brother and sister-in-law, LeRoy and Carol 

Williamson, and parents-in-law, Arthur and Lucille Hermanson.   

 

Karen was beloved by all who knew her- for her kind and generous heart, 

warm smile, and sense of humor - she will be deeply missed. Mourning her 

loss are her husband of 50 years, DeWayne; children, Celyne Hermanson and 

her son, Chase; Dawn (Brock) Waterbury; Andrea (Nic) Hermanson and their 

children Adeline and Marvin, and Renae (Jonathon) Murray and their 

children Finn and Cameron; her sister, Marie (Merrell) Dieken; sister-in-law, 

Toni Williamson; sister and brother-in-law, Barb and Norm Hendrickson, 

and several nieces and nephews. 

In Loving Memory 

Karen J. Hermanson 
 

1943 ~ 2024 



 
 
 

The Twenty-Third Psalm 

 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He 

maketh me to lie down in green pastures, He 

leadeth me beside the still waters. 

 

He restoreth my soul. He leadeth me in the paths 

of righteousness for His name's sake. 

 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for thou art 

with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

 

Thou preparest a table before me in the 

presence of mine enemies, thou anointest my 

head with oil, my cup runneth over. 

 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all 

the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house 

of the Lord forever. 
 
 
 

 

In Memory of 
 

Karen Joan Hermanson 
 

March 8, 1943 
 

 
 

August 29, 2024 
 

Funeral Service 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

Boyd, Minnesota 

Saturday, September 7th, 2024 

11 AM 
 

Officiant 

Pastor Bob Knutson 
 

Organist 

Mavis Hutt 
 

 Pallbearers 

  Jeff Williamson   Craig Williamson 

      Chad Williamson  Clark Williamson 

      Clay Williamson  Mike Hermanson 
 

  Honorary Pallbearers 

Chase Lee    Finn Murray 

Adeline Schmidt  Cameron Murray 

Marvin Schmidt 
 

                           Interment 

               Trinity Lutheran Cemetery 

  Boyd, MN 


