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William “Bill” Bondurant, 78, passed peacefully into heaven on February 10, 2026,
at Edgewood Spring Wind Memory Care Facility in Laramie, Wyoming. Bill was born

on August 17, 1947, in Wichita, Kansas, to Earl H. Bondurant and Anna (Grover)
Bondurant. From a young age, he possessed a strong work ethic, mechanical

curiosity, and an adventurous spirit that would shape his remarkable life. On June
30, 1968, Bill married his high school sweetheart, Sandra (Ochs) Bondurant, in

Liberal, Kansas. For 57 years, they shared a life grounded in faith, loyalty,
laughter, and unwavering devotion. Throughout his lifetime, Bill held an

extraordinary range of occupations. He worked as a paperboy, junkyard parts
puller, tire repair shop hand, bartender, airport service technician, airplane
mechanic, WWII warbird restoration specialist, U.S. mail carrier, crop duster,

commercial pilot, car mechanic, oil field shop supervisor, oil field truck mechanic,
and Lawson salesman. No engine intimidated him, and no mechanical problem was

beyond his determination to solve. A devoted aviation enthusiast, Bill built his own
Pitts Special aerobatic airplane — a testament to his mechanical skill and fearless

spirit. He crewed on sprint car and Pro Stock drag racing teams, participated in
circle track, drag strip, and demolition racing, and proudly crewed on an Unlimited

Class Reno Air Race team. The roar of engines and the precision of flight were
lifelong passions. Bill’s greatest pride, however, was his family. He loved spending
time with his son Chad, working side by side on cars, painting them, passing along

hard-earned mechanical knowledge, and hunting together during Chad’s growing-up
years. With his son Brent, Bill faithfully supported Brent’s wrestling dreams and
treasured the time they spent fly fishing together. Those shared experiences were

among his most cherished memories. Bill’s heart, however, was rooted deeply in
faith and the outdoors. He was an avid reader of the Bible and enjoyed the works of
Peter Capstick, John Gierach, and Patrick F. McManus. He loved fly fishing, big game
hunting, and spending time in the mountains, where he often spoke to and admired
God’s beauty in creation. Bill passed on a love for camping to his family and many

unforgettable memories were made together in the mountains. He was a devoted dog
lover, a lifetime NRA member and Golden Eagle member, and a faithful participant in
the Amazing Grays Bible study group. He was known for warmly introducing himself
with, “Hi, my name is Bill,” and for his unique insistence that ice cream belonged on

a plate, never in a bowl - small but unforgettable reflections of his personality.
Bill is survived by his beloved wife of 57 years, Sandra (Ochs) Bondurant; his sons,

Chad (Tami) Bondurant of Gillette and Brent (Nicki) Bondurant of Laramie;
grandchildren Justin Bondurant, Zachary (Jenny) Bondurant, Zoe Bondurant,

Alanna (Jon) Elder, Josie Elder, and Lexi Guesanburu; great-grandchildren Olia and
Archie; his sister, Barbara Bondurant; and many cherished lifelong friends

including Wayne, Lidia, Danny, Sharon, and Jerry. He also shared a special bond
with his hunting partner, Dale, and his TNT friends. The family would like to extend

their heartfelt gratitude to the staff of Edgewood Spring Wind Memory Care in
Laramie for the compassionate and wonderful care they provided. We would also

like to thank the Enhabit Hospice Team for their care near the end. Bill requested
that the poem “High Flight” be read in his honor.  He will be remembered for his
steady hands, adventurous heart, deep faith, humor, and enduring love for family

and friends. His life was one of purpose, courage, and gratitude for the beauty God
placed before him each day.  
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HIGH FLIGHT
OH! I  HAVE SLIPPED THE SURLY BONDS OF EARTH

 AND DANCED THE SKIES ON 

LAUGHTER-SILVERED WINGS;

 SUNWARD I 'VE CLIMBED,  

AND JOINED THE TUMBLING MIRTH

 OF SUN-SPLIT  CLOUDS,

 -AND DONE A HUNDRED THINGS

 YOU HAVE NOT DREAMED OF-WHEELED 

AND SOARED AND SWUNG

 HIGH IN THE SUNLIT  SILENCE.  

HOV'RING THERE,

 I 'VE CHASED THE SHOUTING WIND ALONG,  

AND FLUNG MY EAGER CRAFT THROUGH FOOTLESS

HALLS OF AIR. . . .

 UP,  UP THE LONG,  DELIRIOUS,  BURNING BLUE

 I 'VE TOPPED THE WIND-SWEPT HEIGHTS 

WITH EASY GRACE

 WHERE NEVER LARK NOR EVER EAGLE FLEW-

 AND,  WHILE WITH SILENT LIFTING MIND 

I 'VE TROD THE HIGH UNTRESPASSED 

SANCTITY OF SPACE,

 PUT OUT MY HAND,  

AND TOUCHED THE FACE OF GOD

BY JOHN GILLESPE JR.

MEMORIAL SERVICE
1:00 p.m. Thursday,  February 19,  2026

High Plains Community  Church in Gil lette,  WY
Officiat ing:  Pastor Dan Morgan

Order of  Service
Intro Song:  “Amazing Grace”

Processing in:  Chad Bondurant & Family
Welcome Prayer & Scripture

“How Great  Thou Art”
Reading of  Obituary
“God Bless  America”

Tribute Video
“I Can Only Imagine”

Message from Pastor Dan
Poem “High Fl ight” Read by:  Nicki  Bondurant

Announcement Prayer
Closing Song:  “I’ l l  Fly  Away”

Processing Out:  Brent Bondurant & Family

Honorary Urnbearers
Dale Roth |  Kel ly  Townsend |  Alan Townsend

Danny Abrams |  Jerr y Easley |  J im Nygard

Interment
Mt. Pisgah Cemetery

Gil lette,  Wyoming

The family  invites  you to come back to the church after burial  to
enjoy a t ime of  fel lowship,  cookies  and ice cream wil l  a lso be

provided.  Please join the family  after the fel lowship at  Sandy’s  home. 


