
S A R A H  P R U S S  H A Y N E S  

A visitation will be held Sunday, June 14, 2026, from
5:00 to 7:00 p.m. at Smith North Little Rock Funeral

Home. A rosary will immediately follow.
A funeral Mass will be celebrated Monday, June 15,

2026, at 10:30 a.m. at Immaculate Heart of Mary
Catholic Church.

In honor of Sarah’s favorite color, guests are invited to
wear purple if they wish. Those who would like to

send flowers are especially encouraged to consider
purple irises, Sarah’s favorite flower. Memorial gifts
may also be made to St. Patrick Catholic Church or

Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church.

www.SmithFamilyCares.com

M A Y  1 1 ,  1 9 4 9 ~ J U N E  7 ,  2 0 2 6

C E L E B R A T I N G
T H E  L I F E  O F  

To know Sarah was to be cared for. 
To be loved by Sarah was 
one of life’s greatest gifts.



S a r a h  V i r g i n i a  P r u s s  H a y n e s  s p e n t  7 7  y e a r s  t e n d i n g
g a r d e n s ,  d e c o r a t i n g  f o r  C h r i s t m a s ,  f e e d i n g  p e o p l e  a n d
w i l d l i f e  a l i k e ,  a n d  k e e p i n g  u p  w i t h  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h o s e
s h e  l o v e d .  O n  S u n d a y ,  J u n e  7 ,  2 0 2 6 ,  s h e  l e f t  t h i s  w o r l d
p e a c e f u l l y ,  l e a v i n g  b e h i n d  a  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s  w h o
l o v e d  h e r  d e e p l y .

B o r n  i n  L i t t l e  R o c k ,  A r k a n s a s ,  S a r a h  w a s  r a i s e d  i n
N o r t h  L i t t l e  R o c k  a n d  a t t e n d e d  S a i n t  P a t r i c k  S c h o o l ,
M o u n t  S a i n t  M a r y ’ s  A c a d e m y ,  a n d  N o r t h  L i t t l e  R o c k
H i g h  S c h o o l ,  w h e r e  s h e  g r a d u a t e d  w i t h  t h e  C l a s s  o f
1 9 6 7 .

A  d e v o t e d  w i f e  o f  a  n u c l e a r  p o w e r  e n g i n e e r  f o r  5 5
y e a r s ,  s h e  m o v e d  a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y  t h r o u g h o u t  h e r
a d u l t h o o d  a s  s h e  r a i s e d  o n e  h a n d f u l  o f  a  s o n  a n d  b u i l t  a
s u c c e s s f u l  c a r e e r  o f  h e r  o w n  a s  a  b o o k k e e p e r .  S h e  a n d
L a r r y  s p e n t  m a n y  y e a r s  i n  T e n n e s s e e ,  a n d  S a r a h
e v e n t u a l l y  r e t i r e d  i n  2 0 2 5  b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g  h o m e  t o
A r k a n s a s ,  t h e  p l a c e  t h a t  a l w a y s  h e l d  h e r  h e a r t .

S a r a h ’ s  l i f e  c o u l d  p e r h a p s  b e s t  b e  s u m m e d  u p  b y  w h a t
m i g h t  l o v i n g l y  b e  c a l l e d  t h e  “ 3  G ’ s ” :  G a r d e n i n g ,
G o s s i p i n g  ( g o o d  s t u f f  o n l y ,  o f  c o u r s e ) ,  a n d  G i v i n g .

S h e  w a s  a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  g a r d e n e r  w h o s e  b e a u t i f u l
y a r d  i n  M u r f r e e s b o r o ,  T e n n e s s e e  w a s  f e a t u r e d  o n  t h e
2 0 0 4  S e c r e t  G a r d e n  T o u r .  S h e  l o v e d  s i t t i n g  o n  t h e  b a c k
p o r c h  w i t h  h e r  d e a r  f r i e n d  M o n a ,  c a t c h i n g  u p  o n  t h e
l a t e s t  h a p p e n i n g s  a n d  s o l v i n g  t h e  w o r l d ’ s  p r o b l e m s  o n e
c o n v e r s a t i o n  a t  a  t i m e .  M o s t  o f  a l l ,  s h e  g a v e  h e r  l o v e
g e n e r o u s l y  t o  h e r  f a m i l y ,  h e r  f r i e n d s ,  h e r  c o - w o r k e r s ,
a n d  e v e n  t h e  d e e r  s h e  a n d  L a r r y  f a i t h f u l l y  f e d  o n  t h e
m o u n t a i n  i n  J a s p e r  H e i g h t s  i n  T e n n e s s e e .

W h e t h e r  b a k i n g  c o o k i e s  w i t h  h e r  g r a n d d a u g h t e r s ,
m a k i n g  s u r e  t h a t  L a r r y  h a d  e a t e n ,  s e n d i n g  t h o u g h t f u l
t e x t s  t o  h e r  s i b l i n g s ,  p r o u d l y  s h a r i n g  f a m i l y  n e w s  o n
F a c e b o o k ,  o r  t e n d i n g  t h e  k o i  p o n d  s h e  l o v e d  s o  m u c h
y e a r s  a g o ,  S a r a h ’ s  g r e a t e s t  j o y  w a s  c a r i n g  f o r  o t h e r s .

S h e  t r e a s u r e d  m a n y  t h i n g s ,  i n c l u d i n g  h e r  m o t h e r ’ s
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  b e l l s ,  c o u n t l e s s  v i n t a g e  a n d  s p e c i a l
s a l t  a n d  p e p p e r  s h a k e r s ,  h e r  b e l o v e d  k i t c h e n
c h i c k e n s ,  a n d  a n y t h i n g  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  C h r i s t m a s .
S h e  w a s  k n o w n  f o r  h e r  n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l  T h a n k s g i v i n g
I t a l i a n  d i n n e r ,  f e a t u r i n g  h e r  l e g e n d a r y  l a s a g n a .  S h e
w i l l  a l s o  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  f o r  h e r  f i e r c e  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e
p e o p l e  s h e  l o v e d  a n d  h e r  p r o t e c t i v e  n a t u r e .

S a r a h  v a l u e d  q u a l i t y  o v e r  q u a n t i t y  i n  f r i e n d s h i p .
S h e  i n v e s t e d  d e e p l y  i n  a  c h o s e n  f e w ,  a n d  t h o s e
f o r t u n a t e  e n o u g h  t o  b e  a m o n g  t h e m  k n e w  e x a c t l y
h o w  m u c h  t h e y  w e r e  l o v e d .

S h e  i s  s u r v i v e d  b y  h e r  l o v i n g  h u s b a n d ,  L a w r e n c e
“ L a r r y ”  H a y n e s ,  J r . ;  h e r  o n e  a n d  o n l y  s o n ,  L a w r e n c e
“ S u n n y ”  H a y n e s ,  I I I ,  a n d  h i s  w i f e ,  E r i n ,  w h o m  s h e
l o v e d  a s  h e r  o w n  d a u g h t e r ;  h e r  c h e r i s h e d
g r a n d d a u g h t e r s ,  E t t a  a n d  A n n a  R a y  H a y n e s ;  E t t a ’ s
f i a n c é ,  A l t a n  T u r n b o w ;  h e r  s i b l i n g s ,  B a r b a r a  H a h n
( G e n e ) ,  L y n n  P r u s s  ( H e l e n ) ,  D e b b i e  P a l m q u i s t
( R a n d y ) ,  T o m m y  P r u s s  ( S h a r o n ) ,  J a m e s  P r u s s
( M i c h e l e ) ,  L o r i  R h o a d e s  ( G a r y ) ,  L i s a  P r u s s  ( P h i l l i p ) ,
C a r l  “ B o ”  P r u s s  ( D e b o r a h ) ,  a n d  h e r  s i s t e r  w h o m  s h e
s h a r e d  a  v e r y  s p e c i a l  b o n d  w i t h ,  V i c k i  W e e d ;  h e r
b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  a n d  v e r y  s p e c i a l  s i s t e r - i n - l a w ,  S t e v e
a n d  S a n d y  H a y n e s ;  h e r  d e a r  f r i e n d ,  M o n a  M a y n o r d
( T i m ) ;  a n d  m o r e  t h a n  f i f t y  b e l o v e d  n i e c e s  a n d
n e p h e w s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e i r  s p o u s e s  a n d  c h i l d r e n .

S h e  w a s  p r e c e d e d  i n  d e a t h  b y  h e r  p a r e n t s ,  F e l i x  a n d
M i l d r e d  P r u s s ;  h e r  f a t h e r - i n - l a w  a n d  m o t h e r - i n -
l a w ,  L a w r e n c e  H a y n e s ,  S r .  a n d  L i l l i a n  H a y n e s ;  h e r
b r o t h e r s ,  D o n n y  P r u s s  a n d  L a r r y  P r u s s ;  h e r  n i e c e
a n d  n e p h e w ,  J a m i e  a n d  J u s t i n  P r u s s ;  a n d  h e r
b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  R i c k  W e e d .

T h e  f a m i l y  t a k e s  c o m f o r t  i n  i m a g i n i n g  S a r a h
r e u n i t e d  w i t h  l o v e d  o n e s  g o n e  b e f o r e  h e r ,  c a t c h i n g
u p  o n  a l l  t h e  n e w s  s h e  m i s s e d  a n d  m a k i n g  s u r e
e v e r y o n e  h a s  h a d  s o m e t h i n g  t o  e a t .


	To know Sarah was to be cared for.  To be loved by Sarah was  one of life’s greatest gifts.
	CELEBRATING
	THE LIFE OF

	SARAH PRUSS HAYNES
	MAY 11, 1949~JUNE 7, 2026

	Sarah Virginia Pruss Haynes spent 77 years tending gardens, decorating for Christmas, feeding people and wildlife alike, and keeping up with the lives of those she loved. On Sunday, June 7, 2026, she left this world peacefully, leaving behind a family and friends who loved her deeply.
	Born in Little Rock, Arkansas, Sarah was raised in North Little Rock and attended Saint Patrick School, Mount Saint Mary’s Academy, and North Little Rock High School, where she graduated with the Class of 1967.
	A devoted wife of a nuclear power engineer for 55 years, she moved around the country throughout her adulthood as she raised one handful of a son and built a successful career of her own as a bookkeeper. She and Larry spent many years in Tennessee, and Sarah eventually retired in 2025 before returning home to Arkansas, the place that always held her heart.
	Sarah’s life could perhaps best be summed up by what might lovingly be called the “3 G’s”: Gardening, Gossiping (good stuff only, of course), and Giving.
	She was an extraordinary gardener whose beautiful yard in Murfreesboro, Tennessee was featured on the 2004 Secret Garden Tour. She loved sitting on the back porch with her dear friend Mona, catching up on the latest happenings and solving the world’s problems one conversation at a time. Most of all, she gave her love generously to her family, her friends, her co-workers, and even the deer she and Larry faithfully fed on the mountain in Jasper Heights in Tennessee.
	Whether baking cookies with her granddaughters, making sure that Larry had eaten, sending thoughtful texts to her siblings, proudly sharing family news on Facebook, or tending the koi pond she loved so much years ago, Sarah’s greatest joy was caring for others.

