Marlene _._o<om Dore was bomn May 27, 1932 in Sidney, Montana. She was
the daughter of George and Myrel (Lowry) Dore. Marlene spent her childhood playing
outdoors as much as she could, with cousins, friends, and her brothers, Bill and Jerry
(Dean). Being the youngest of 3 kids, and the only girl, she learned to play pretty
‘rough and tumble” even though her momma loved to dress her in frilly dresses and
pretty hair bows. Marlene’s childhood was where her love for the great outdoors
began.

The family moved to Ennis Montana in the early 1940’s, where Marlene attended
school. Her mother ran a dress shop and her dad owned and operated a grocery
store on main street. Later they moved to Ennis Lake where they owned and operated
a tourism business. Many of Marlene’s favorite memories were from Ennis Lake. She
loved horses and one day while she was riding her favorite horse and carrying glass
bottles in saddle bags for recycling, she encountered a bear on the trail. She
remembered turning and running as fast as her horse would go all the way home.
Needless to say, the bottles didn't survive the trip too well.

Due to economic burdens during wartime, the family was forced to sell the business
and make a move to Faith SD, where Marelene's step-dad Doc MacLean operated
his business. Marlene attended high school in Faith, where she made many life-long
friends, and also met the love of her life, Darrel Griffith. In 1950 she graduated from
Faith High School and following, on July 10%, Darrel and Marlene were united in
marriage. To this union, five children were born: Debbie, Jim, Terri, Doug, and Rick.
Following their marriage, Darrel and Marlene moved onto the Griffith Family Ranch,
located east of Faith, and raised their family there. Along with the ranching, they
began training horses and eventually built an indoor training facility. Their home was
always buzzing with clients as they delivered and picked up their horses. Marlene
never failed to make an extra place at the dinner table for whoever might show up at
mealtime. Darrel and Marlene trained and showed horses in the SD Cutting Horse
Association, where Marlene and her favorite horse, Frosty, achieved awards. She
showed off her training skills by having Frosty perform his many tricks.

Marlene’s joy was her family and serving others. She loved to paint and do artwork
and crafts. In later years she was known for making lamps out of iron scrap and old
water pumps. For many years she taught Sunday School and left a lasting impression
with those children, and shared her love for the Lord. She loved the Lord with all her
heart and was baptized at the Church of Christ in April of 1989. She wrote in her Bible:
“The most precious and exciting event in my life — | have come to know Christ as I've
never known Him before.” Marlene was a special mother and grandmother, and she
will be missed greatly by them all.

Marlene went to be with the Lord on Saturday, August 8, 2026 at her home, with
her loving family by her side. She is survived by her two daughters, Debbie Stewart
and Terri (Phil) Kissack, both of Spearfish; 3 sons, Jim Griffith of Texas; Doug Griffith
of California, Rick (Jina) Griffith of Rapid City; 10 grandchildren; 20 great
grandchildren; and numerous nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by
her parents; husband Darrel in 2014; grandson, Jeremy; granddaughter, Jennifer;
brothers, Bill and Jerry Dore; and son-in-law, Russ Stewart.
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I Love You So
~ by Terri Kissack

When you married Daddy way back then
Dreams had filled your eyes
You longed for the country life
With all of nature by your side.

From a little ole house, you made a home
And furnished it with love
In time the little babies grew
To know the wonder of your love.

Chorus

And Mama, | know the road was sometimes rocky and so long,
Mama, how you sacrificed to help us all grow up so strong.
There’s truth in what the Good Book says, you will reap that which you sow
Cause Mama, you know | love you so.

Many memories fill my mind
When | look back at all the years
We laughed and talked and we prayed and cried
But you were there to dry my tears.

And now I'm grown with children of my own
It seems so clear to me

The time and love that you gave back then
Oh you gave unselfishly.

Chorus
Oh, Mama

Oh, Mama
Mama | love you so.

IN LOVING MEMORY
Marlene Griffith

Celebration of Life Service
11:00 A.M. - Friday - August 14, 2026
Faith Community Center
Faith, South Dakota

Officiant
Pastor Calvin Chapman

Music
Prelude and Postlude Music by Butch Samuelson
“I Love You So” - by Terri Kissack and Rick Griffith
“I Want to Stroll Over Heaven With You”, (recording)

Casketbearers
All friends and relatives are considered honorary casketbearers.

Marlene’s Grandchildren

Jesse Beesley Ryan Griffith

Callie Davis Willie Griffith

Erin Enright Dane Kissack

Austin Griffith Billie Miller

Boe Griffith Alyssa Sherman
Interment

Faith Cemetery
Faith, South Dakota
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Leverington Funeral Home
of the Northern Hills
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