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HOMEGOING CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE OF




CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF

KEON TALIK MCDANIEL

A LIFE OF PURPOSE, SERVICE, AND UNFORGETTABLE LOVE

“WELL DONE, GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANT.”
MATTHEW 25:23
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“Without faith, it is tmpossible to please him, for he that comes to God must believe”
Hebrews 11:6
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OBITUARY

KEON TALIK MCDANIEL BEGAN HIS JOURNEY THROUGH LIFE ON JUNE 28TH, 2000, IN PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA. BORN
TO CHRISTOPHER MCDANIEL AND TASHIBA MCDANIEL, KEON WAS THE BABY OF THE FAMILY.

GROWING UP WITHIN AN AIR FORCE FAMILY, HE MOVED AROUND TO MULTIPLE LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT HIS
CHILDHOOD. FROM PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA, TO RAMSTEIN, GERMANY, TO SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, THEN ON TO BATTLE
CREEK, MICHIGAN, AND FINALLY TO LAS VEGAS, NEVADA, BEFORE MOVING TO GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN, TO
FINISH OUT HIS CHILDHOOD. AT EACH LOCATION, HIS FAMILY AND FRIEND GROUP EXPANDED EXPONENTIALLY.

KEON WENT ON TO GRADUATE FROM GRAND RAPIDS CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL IN 2019. KEON'S FIRST JOBS WHILE
STILL IN HIGH SCHOOL WERE AT JIMMY JAZZ AND FOOT LOCKER. HE ENJOYED BOTH BECAUSE IT ALLOWED HIM TO
PURSUE HIS LOVE FOR SHOES AND BUILD UP A HUGE COLLECTION OF HIS FAVORITE SNEAKERS. FROM THERE, HE
WORKED VARIOUS JOBS TRYING TO GAUGE WHERE HE WANTED TO GO WITH HIS LIFE. HE WAS ALWAYS FASCINATED
WITH FAST CARS AND WANTED TO LEARN ALL HE COULD ABOUT THEM. KEON ENDED UP AT ENTERPRISE DETAILING
CARS. HE THEN PURSUED AND OBTAINED HIS AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY CERTIFICATION FROM GRAND RAPIDS
COMMUNITY COLLEGE. THIS SPARKED HIS PASSION FOR WORKING ON CARS AND HELPED HIM FIGURE OUT WHICH
DIRECTION HE WANTED TO TAKE IN LIFE. HE LOVED TRYING TO ANALYZE AND FIGURE OUT HOW TO FIX THINGS
AND MAKE THEM WORK. THIS LED HIM TO ONE OF HIS LIFELONG DREAMS OF FOLLOWING IN HIS DAD AND
BROTHER’S FOOTSTEPS TO SERVE IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE.

HE DECIDED ON THE MICHIGAN AIR NATIONAL GUARD AND JOINED THE 110TH WING LOCATED IN BATTLE CREEK,
MI. HE WAS THRILLED ABOUT GETTING THE OPPORTUNITY TO JOIN THE CIVIL ENGINEERING SQUADRON AS A POWER
PRODUCTION APPRENTICE. HE THOUGHT IT WOULD BE THE COOLEST THING IN THE WORLD TO LEARN HOW DIESEL
ENGINES WORKED AND HOW THE POWER PRODUCED WOULD BE DISTRIBUTED. WITH BOUNDLESS OPTIMISM AND
EXCITEMENT, HE WENT TO AIR FORCE BASIC MILITARY TRAINING, ASSIGNED TO THE 326TH TRAINING
SQUADRON(THE BULLDOGS), FLIGHT 465. WHILE IN HIS 6TH WEEK OF TRAINING, AIRMAN FIRST CLASS KEON
MCDANIEL EXPERIENCED A MEDICAL EMERGENCY AND PASSED AWAY ON THE 16TH OF JUNE, 2026, AT BROOKE ARMY
MEDICAL CENTER.

KEON LEAVES TO CHERISH HIS MEMORIES A VERY LOVING FAMILY. HIS GRANDMOTHERS, NANCY MCDANIEL, AND
BARBARA MILLER. DEVOTED PARENTS CHRISTOPHER MCDANIEL AND TASHIBA MCDANIEL. HIS “BONUS MOM™ SONYA
GRADY, AND A HOST OF SIBLINGS: CHRISTIAN MCDANIEL, NASTOCHIA MCDANIEL, NOVIA GAY, NATHIAS GRADY,
KATELYNN GRADY, NYIER GRADY, MAKENSIE GRADY, NATHAN GRADY, AND JOSHUA GRADY. DEDICATED UNCLES
AND AUNTS: MICHAEL AND TONI MCDANIEL, SHERRI MCDANIEL, STEVEN AND VENUS MCDANIEL, AND DERRICK
MILLER. PRECEDED IN DEATH BY HIS GRANDFATHERS, CLENTION MCDANIEL, AND GREGORY WILLIAMS.

HE ALSO LEAVES A LARGE NUMBER OF COUSINS, NIECES, NEPHEWS, FAMILY, AND FRIENDS.

KEON HAD MANY HOBBIES. HIS LOVE FOR CARS DROVE HIM TO ATTEND CAR SHOWS IN DIFFERENT CITIES, AND HE
WOULD HAPPILY BRING ANYONE ALONG WHO WAS WILLING TO SHARE IN HIS PASSION. HIS DREAM CAR WAS A
HELLCAT. HE ALSO ENJOYED ATTENDING CONCERTS AND MUSIC FESTIVALS, WITH HIS FAVORITE BEING ROLLING
LOUD. HE CAME BACK WITH SO MANY STORIES THAT BROUGHT US ALL MANY LAUGHS. HE ENJOYED TARGET
PRACTICE WITH GUNS AND SHARING HIS KNOWLEDGE ON THE RANGE. HE WAS ALSO KNOWN TO SPEND MULTIPLE
HOURS ONLINE PLAYING VIDEO GAMES WITH FRIENDS AND FAMILY. WE CAN HEAR HIM NOW YELLING, “COME ON,
BRO, WHAT ARE YOU DOING!” WE ALSO SPENT MANY COMPETITIVE NIGHTS BOWLING AND ARGUING ABOUT WHO
HAD THE BEST TECHNIQUE. INSPIRED BY HIS MOM, HE DIVED HEADFIRST INTO FISHING. HE HAD A GOAL OF
CATCHING THE BIGGEST LARGEMOUTH BASS HE COULD FIND FROM ANY WATER HOLE. LAST, BUT NOT LEAST, HIS
FAMILY AND FRIENDS MEANT EVERYTHING TO HIM. HIS TRUE JOY IN LIFE CAME FROM SPENDING QUALITY TIME
WITH FAMILY. CAMPING, HIKING, BONFIRES, GOING TO THE BEACH, PLAYING GAMES, OR EVEN SIMPLY SITTING
AROUND HAVING FAMILY “DISCUSSIONS”, KEON LOVED IT ALL.

HIS PRESENCE WILL BE SORELY MISSED WITHIN OUR FAMILY AND THE WORLD. HE WAS A LIGHT RADIATING AND

READY TO EXPLODE, AND HIS IRREPLACEABLE PRESENCE WILL BE MISSED BY ALL. HIS MEMORY AND LEGACY WILL
CONTINUE TO HOLD US ALL TOGETHER FOREVER.
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PALLBEARERS

WRIGHT PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE HONOR GUARD

HONORARY PALLBEARERS

CHRISTIAN MCDANIEL  MICHAEL MCDANIEL
SERMAR O'CONNOR  STEVEN MCDANIEL
NATHIAS GRADY  NATHAN GRADY
JON PHILLIPS  JOSH GRADY

“When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; when you pass
through rivers, they will not sweep over you; When you walk through the fire,
you will not be burned”

Isaiah 43:2

ACKNOWLEDGMENT & APPRECIATION

WE, THE FAMILY OF KEON T. MCDANIEL, WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS
OUR SINCERE APPRECIATION FOR THE MANY ACTS OF KINDNESS
SHOWN TO US DURING THIS TIME OF BEREAVEMENT. MAY GOD
BLESS AND KEEP YOU ALL.

“AIM HIGH... FLY, FIGHT, WIN"

FINAL REPAST
RESTING PLACE

RIVERSIDE PARK PAVILION
2001 MONROE AVE NE

MILITARY BURIAL
GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49505

ACKNOWLEDGMENT & APPRECIATION
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Funeral Services
4257 KALAMAZOO AVE SE GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49508
(616) 813-8351



	KEON TALIK MCDANIEL
	Homegoing Celebration Of The Life Of
	Celebrating the Life of

	Keon Talik McDaniel
	“Well done, good and faithful servant.” Matthew 25:23
	Keon Talik McDaniel
	June 16, 2026
	June 28, 2000
	Sunset
	Sunrise


	Order of Service
	Prayer........................................................................................................
	Scripture...............................................................................................
	SOLOIST....................................................................................................
	Remarks........................................................................................
	Reading of Obituary..................................................................
	Soloist.....................................................................................................
	Eulogy......................................................................................................
	Pastor Jerry Bishop
	Pastor jerry Bishop
	Avalon Cutts Jones
	Please Limit (2 minutes)
	Taniesha Edwards
	Avalon Cutts Jones
	Pastor Jerry bishop

	Order Of Service

	OBITUARY
	Obituary

	Pallbearers
	Wright Patterson Air Force Base Honor Guard

	Honorary Pallbearers
	Christian McDaniel Sermar O’Connor Nathias Grady Jon Phillips
	Michael McDaniel Steven McDaniel Nathan Grady Josh Grady

	Acknowledgment & Appreciation
	We, the family of Keon T. McDaniel, would like to express our sincere appreciation for the many acts of kindness shown to us during this time of bereavement. May god bless and keep you all.
	“Aim High... Fly, Fight, Win”

	Final Resting Place
	Military Burial

	Repast
	Riverside Park Pavilion 2001 Monroe Ave NE Grand Rapids, MI 49505
	Acknowledgment & Appreciation

	4257 Kalamazoo Ave SE  Grand Rapids, MI 49508 (616) 813-8351

