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Elberton, Georgia

Mr.ΎMelvinΎ'Lee'ΎBlack,ΎJr.,Ύ73,ΎofΎElberton,ΎhusbandΎofΎ52ΎyearsΎtoΎWandaΎ
ElaineΎTurmanΎBlack,ΎjoinedΎhisΎLordΎandΎSaviorΎonΎJuneΎ7,Ύ2025,ΎatΎWellStarΎ
MedicalΎCollegeΎofΎGeorgiaΎinΎAugusta,ΎsurroundedΎbyΎhisΎlovingΎfamily,Ύ
ascendingΎtoΎheavenΎonΎhisΎ"biker"Ύwings.

BornΎMelvinΎLeeΎBlackΎJr,ΎinΎElberton,ΎGAΎonΎAugustΎ27,Ύ1951,ΎheΎwentΎbyΎ
"Lee"ΎfromΎhisΎearlyΎchildhood.ΎOneΎofΎ˛veΎchildren,ΎheΎisΎprecededΎinΎdeathΎbyΎ
hisΎparents,ΎMelvinΎLeeΎBlack,ΎSr.ΎandΎThoraΎCannonΎBlack.ΎAlongΎwithΎWanda,ΎheΎ
isΎsurvivedΎbyΎhisΎsons:ΎBrandonΎ(Len)ΎBlackΎandΎWesleyΎ(Mindy)ΎBlack;Ύ
grandchildren:ΎBrett,ΎHunter,ΎLeannda,ΎWalker,ΎCole-Jett,ΎandΎKayleigh;Ύgreat-
grandchild,ΎCanler;ΎandΎsiblings:ΎWilliamΎ(Lucy)ΎBlack,ΎSteveΎ(Joyce)ΎBlack,Ύ
MadonnaΎ(Lamar)ΎWilliams,ΎandΎLisaΎBlack;ΎandΎaΎhostΎofΎotherΎrelativesΎandΎ
friends.

LeeΎwasΎaΎlifelongΎresidentΎofΎElbertΎCounty,ΎandΎheΎwasΎaΎmemberΎofΎtheΎ
ElbertonΎChurchΎofΎGod.ΎHisΎcareerΎwasΎspentΎinΎElbertΎCounty'sΎworldΎrenownΎ
graniteΎindustryΎwhereΎheΎliterallyΎcarvedΎaΎreputationΎasΎaΎtop-notchΎsandblaster,Ύ
puttingΎtheΎ˛nishingΎtouchesΎonΎgraniteΎmonumentsΎthatΎbecameΎsomeΎofΎtheΎ
˛nestΎstoneΎmemorialsΎthatΎleftΎElbertonΎtoΎserveΎworld-wideΎasΎeverlastingΎ
tributesΎinΎbuildings,ΎpublicΎdisplays,ΎandΎforΎthoseΎinΎaΎ˛nalΎstateΎofΎrest.ΎLeeΎ
becameΎknownΎforΎandΎsoughtΎoutΎforΎhisΎspecialtyΎ"prayingΎhands"ΎandΎhighlyΎ
detailedΎrosesΎthatΎwereΎfeaturedΎonΎmanyΎofΎhisΎsandblastedΎgraniteΎ
masterpieces.ΎPricelessΎmonumentsΎcouldΎeasilyΎbeΎruinedΎduringΎtheΎ
sandblastingΎprocess,ΎbutΎLee'sΎrare,ΎunmatchedΎshapingΎandΎcarvingΎtalentsΎ
earnedΎtheΎlife-longΎtrustΎofΎeveryΎmanufacturerΎinΎtheΎgraniteΎindustry.

AsΎwasΎtheΎcaseΎforΎmanyΎBlackΎclanΎfamilyΎmembersΎandΎcloseΎrelatives,ΎLeeΎ
wasΎinfusedΎfromΎanΎearlyΎageΎwithΎtheΎpassionΎtoΎhuntΎsmallΎgame.ΎAsΎaΎfull-
˫edgedΎcountryΎboy,ΎheΎgrewΎupΎduringΎaΎtimeΎwhenΎhuntingΎledΎtoΎwhat'sΎforΎ
supperΎasΎopposedΎtoΎtoday'sΎBassΎProΎhobbyists,Ύpart-timeΎoutdoorsmanΎwhoΎ
can'tΎevenΎcleanΎwhatΎtheyΎkill.ΎIfΎLeeΎwasΎgivenΎ3ΎshotgunΎshellsΎtoΎrabbitΎhuntΎ
with,ΎheΎwasΎexpectedΎtoΎbringΎhomeΎ3ΎcottontailsΎforΎtheΎdinnerΎtable.ΎAsΎmuchΎ
asΎheΎlovedΎtoΎhuntΎandΎcookΎwildΎgame,ΎLeeΎwasΎalwaysΎexpectedΎtoΎbringΎhisΎ
home-grownΎturnipΎgreens,ΎpreparedΎasΎaΎ5-starΎratedΎrestaurant,Ύmouth-
wateringΎdelicacy,ΎtoΎlargeΎextendedΎBlackΎfamilyΎgatheringsΎatΎThanksgivingΎandΎ
Christmas.ΎYouΎcouldΎforgetΎleft-overs.

WhenΎnotΎhuntingΎorΎcreatingΎintricateΎworksΎofΎrockΎart,ΎLeeΎenjoyedΎ
headingΎstraightΎintoΎtheΎwind,ΎbyΎ˫yingΎplanesΎandΎridingΎmotorcycles.ΎDespiteΎaΎ
horri˛cΎmotorcycleΎaccidentΎasΎaΎteenager,ΎheΎdidΎnotΎletΎthoseΎscarsΎpreventΎhimΎ
fromΎcruisingΎonΎtwoΎwheelsΎatΎeveryΎopportunityΎandΎsharingΎtheΎthrillsΎofΎbikingΎ
withΎhisΎgrandchildren,ΎwhoΎheΎlovedΎandΎcherished.

WhileΎheΎhasΎdepartedΎfromΎaΎshortΎadventureΎonΎearthΎandΎcompletedΎhisΎ
courseΎinΎfaith,ΎheΎwillΎjoinΎotherΎlegendaryΎoutdoorsmenΎheΎgrewΎupΎwith,ΎinΎaΎ
pain-freeΎpursuitΎofΎanΎendlessΎsupplyΎofΎwildlife,ΎprovidedΎbyΎourΎgraciousΎ
AlmightyΎFather.
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