
 

Gisela Elsie Stange Gillis 
 

Our wonderful angel mother, grandmother, great grandmother, aunt, 
and sister passed away peacefully at the age of 97 in her home on October 28, 
2021.  Born August 24, 1924 in Gera, Saxony, Germany to Max Otto Wilhelm 
Stange and Elsa Anna Barth Stange.   
  At age two Elsie’s parents immigrated to the United States.  Soon 
after, they celebrated the birth of her only sibling, Viola. Elsie and Viola grew 
up together in the Salt Lake area and remained close throughout Elsie’s life. 
Their families continue to remain close and build memories together. 

Elsie graduated from West High School and attended one year of 
college.  She married a handsome sailor, Robert Gillis, on August 10, 1948 in 
the Logan Temple.  She worked as the personal secretary to the president of 
Bear River Mutual Company until her first child was born.   

Family was most important to Elsie and Bob. Elsie was a devoted 
wife, mother and friend.  She cherished the relationships she had with others. 
Elsie loved to read, her love for reading overflowed into a special story telling 
time for children.  She had a drama flair and would act out the characters of 
the stories she shared.  She enjoyed fishing, target shooting and the outdoors.  
She looked forward to family vacations around the country.  She really 
enjoyed going to the cabin that she and Bob built in 1967.  It remains in the 
family to this day and is a beautiful place for their posterity to enjoy. 
      Elsie served eight years in the Sherman Elementary PTA Presidency 
and worked 9 years as a voter judge.  She was a devout and faithful member of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.  She loved to serve the Lord 
and always gave 110 percent in all she did.  She served in Primary, Sunday 
School, Ward and Stake Relief Society Presidencies, twice as Young Womens 
President (four decades apart).  Elsie and Bob served two full time missions; 
one in the Frankfurt Temple, the other in New Jersey.  They also served five 
years as temple workers in the Salt Lake Temple.        
      Elsie is survived by her Sister Viola Nelson, her children, Robyn 
(Larry) Anderson, Kimball (Annette) Gillis, Jody (Dana) Ahlstrom, Terrell 
(Rebecca) Gillis, Tracy (Jill) Gillis, Twenty-six grandchildren and Sixty-two 
great grandchildren. 
       Preceded in death by her parents Max and Elsa Stange, her eternal 
companion Robert Gillis, and granddaughter Giselle Flemming. 
      Mom you will be so missed.  We are so grateful for the knowledge we 
have that we are an eternal family, that you are reunited with our sweet dad 
who now holds his “Dutch” in his arms once again.  You are a remarkable 
wife, mother and an elect daughter of our Father in Heaven.  Thank you for 
your wise council throughout our lives and for your unwavering example.   
    The family wishes to thank the Rosecrest 1st ward, Teresa, Heartwood 
Hospice, Nurses Alec and Samantha, CNA Raul and Emma and 

granddaughter Jennifer Gillis for taking care of our precious mother. 
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CASKET BEARERS – 1st Group 
GRANDDAUGHTERS AND GRANDSONS 

 Evan Eastman (grandson) Tanya Eagar (granddaughter)

 David Haroldsen (grandson) Matthew  Gillis (grandson)

 Michael Gillis (grandson) Paul Crane (grandson-in-law) 
 Jennifer Gillis (granddaughter) Emily Warner (granddaughter)  
 Katey White (granddaughter) Melissa Sanders (granddaughter)  
   

CASKET BEARERS  – 2nd  Group  
GRANDDAUGHTERS AND GRANDSONS 

 Taylor Gillis (grandson) Lindsay Cerda (granddaughter)

 Cory Haroldsen (grandson) Jon Eastman (grandson)

 Jeremy Gillis (grandson) Stacy Young (granddaughter) 
 Krista Beyeler (granddaughter) Thomas Haroldsen (grandson)

 Mariah Ahlstrom (granddaughter) Robert Gillis (grandson)

  
 

INTERMENT 
Larkin Sunset Gardens 

1950 East  10600 South               Sandy, Utah 
 

Dedication of the Grave .................................. Ben Gillis (grandson) 

SERVICES 
Officiating .............................................. Bishop Ron VanTiendren 
 

Family Prayer .............................. Nicole Ashcroft (granddaughter) 
 

Organist ........................................................................ Brody Hart 
 

Chorister ........................................................................ Tom Helm 
 

Opening Hymn ......................................................... Congregation 
No.193 “I Stand All Amazed” 

 

Invocation ................................. Brittany Petersen (granddaughter) 
 

Obituary/Life Sketch ...........................Daniel Eastman (grandson) 
 

Speaker .................................................................. Kim Gillis (son) 
 

Speaker .................................................. Jody Ahlstrom (daughter) 
 

Musical Number ......................... Grand and Great Grandchildren 
“Love is Spoken Here” 

Accompanied by  Becky Gillis (daughter-in-law) 
 

Speaker ............................................... Robyn Anderson (daughter) 
 

Speaker .............................................. Elisha Gillis (granddaughter) 
 

Hymn ........................................................................ Congregation 
No.270 “I’ll Go Where You Want Me to Go” 

 

Speaker .............................................................. Terrell Gillis (son) 
 

Remarks ................................................. Bishop Ron VanTiendren 
 

Closing Hymn ........................................................... Congregation 
No.100 “Nearer, My God, to Thee 

 

Benediction ...................................... Rachel Crane (granddaughter) 
 

At the exiting of the casket and family the Congregation is invited to join us 
in singing “Edelweiss” 

 

Accompanied by:  Grandson Christopher Gillis on the guitar. 

Edelweiss 

 Edelweiss, Edelweiss    Every morning you greet me 

Small and white clean and bright     You look happy to meet me 

Blossom of snow, may you bloom and grow 

Bloom and grow forever 

Edelweiss, Edelweiss      Bless my homeland forever!   (Repeat) 

https://www.definitions.net/definition/morning
https://www.definitions.net/definition/greet
https://www.definitions.net/definition/white
https://www.definitions.net/definition/happy
https://www.definitions.net/definition/bloom
https://www.definitions.net/definition/homeland

