
Funeral Service
New Hope Evangelical Church

McPherson, Kansas
Tuesday, July 29, 2025, at 11:00 AM

Officiating Clergy
Pastor George Bocox

Prelude Video Tribute Music
"When I Get Where I'm Going" by Brad Paisley

"Remember Him That Way" by Luke Combs
"If Heaven Wasn't So Far Away" by Justin Moore

"Five More Minutes" by Scotty McCreery
Service Music

"Go Rest High On That Mountain" by Vince Gill
"Amazing Grace" by Alan Jackson

"How Do I Say Goodbye" by Dean Lewis
Casket Bearers

Luke Green ~ Chris Biehler ~ Greg Heiman
Dave McMurray ~ Harry Hockett ~ Rod Green

( firefighters, McPherson Fire Department)
Honorary Casket Bearer

Jaidn Petersen
Interment

McPherson Cemetery
Military Honors

American Legion Post #24, V.F.W. Post #2715, 
and Fort Riley Honor Guard

"Taps" by Mark Casebeer, trumpet
Memorial Donations

The family suggests memorials be given to help with 
funeral costs and payable to Stockham Family Funeral 
Home, 205 North Chestnut, McPherson, KS 67460 or 
to the American Legion Post #24. 

Appreciation & Luncheon
The family wishes to express sincere appreciation for 
all your prayers and kindness, evidenced in thought 
and deed, and for your presence at this service. 
Following the graveside service, the family invites all 
back to the church for food and fellowship.

Stockham Family Funeral Home

In Loving Memory
Jerry "Pete" Petersen
October 1, 1947 - July 22, 2025



A Celebration of Life
Jerry "Pete" Petersen

Jerry “Pete” Jay Petersen, 77, of McPherson, KS, 
peacefully passed away on Tuesday, July 22, 2025, 
at the Robert J. Dole VA Medical Center, Wichita.  

He was born on October 1, 1947, in Sioux City, IA, 
the son of Vern and Mary Etta (Higginbotham) 
Petersen.  Pete graduated from Galva High School in 
1966.

Pete was a United States Army veteran, serving in 
the Vietnam War.  He was a member of the American 
Legion Post #24 and V.F.W. Post #2715.

Pete dedicated over 20 years of his life as a 
maintenance technician at Central Plastics, and 
spent the majority of his career working as an auto 
mechanic, a trade he was passionate about.  He also 
served his community with pride and commitment 
as a volunteer firefighter for both the Galva Fire 
Department and the McPherson Fire Department.

He is survived by his two daughters, Barbara 
Petersen-Hurd (CW Hurd) of McPherson, KS and 
Rayleen Layfield (Todd) of Canton, KS; four 
grandchildren, Cassandra Rose (Nick), Joleta 
Petersen (Jeff Silhan), Jaidn Jay Petersen, and Daltn 
Layfield; one great-granddaughter, Skarlyt Petersen; 
siblings, Leroy “Butch” Petersen (Grace), Benny 
Petersen, and Karen Koehn, all of McPherson, KS; 
and many extended relatives and friends.

Pete was preceded in death by his parents; a 
brother & sister-in-law, William “Bill” & Mary 
Petersen; brother-in-law, Dave Koehn; nephews, 
Mark Koehn and Marty Koehn; and great-niece, 
Heidi Unruh.

 Our rock, our hero, 
the glue of the family:

Pete wasn't always the kind of father or 
grandfather who openly showed emotion, but he 
was always the one we could look up to, lean on, 
and count on. He was steady and strong, and 
through his actions, he taught us some of life's 
most important lessons.

He showed us what it meant to fight through 
adversity and face challenges head-on. He taught 
us the value of hard work and the importance of 
earning your way—never expecting handouts. He 
reminded us that a simple conversation with a 
stranger could make someone’s day, and that 
connection, even in small moments, mattered.

Pete showed us what it takes to make it 
through life with grit, humor, and heart.

He found joy in the simple things—mud runs, 
demolition derbies, fishing, working on anyone’s 
vehicle who needed a hand, and gathering with 
family around the dinner table. These were the 
moments that brought him the most happiness—
and us, the most memories.

There were many “firsts” and unforgettable 
“lasts” with Pete. Each of them lives on in the 
hearts of his family, shaping who we are and how 
we love.

He will forever be remembered—not just for 
what he did, but for who he was to all of us.

~~your family


