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Visitation Hour | 10 AM
Celebration Service | 11 AM

OfficiantOfficiant
Mother Vernessa Fountain

EulogistEulogist
Bishop John M. Borders, III

Morning Star Baptist Church



Officiant                                 Mother Vernessa Fountain
                                                    Massachusetts First Jurisdiction

Invocation                                        Pastor Wilbur Smart
                                                   Restored Church of God in Christ

 
Hymn of Consolation                                               Choir
                                                                                         “It Is Well”

 
Old Testament                                          Elder Fred Odom 
Proverbs 3: 1-6                     State Temple Church of God in Christ

New Testament                                  Elder Frank Kirkland
1 Thes. 4:13-18                 Antioch Apostolic Ministries, Molino, FL

Prayer of Comfort                                Pastor Troy Smith 
                                   A New Day Holiness Church of God in Christ

Ministry of Music                                                      Choir
                                                                                  “I Trust in God” 

**State Temple Church Family**
Pastor Paul E. Odom
Sister Carol Allen

Deacon Melvin Brooks 

Song of Praise                                             Congregation
“To God Be the Glory” 

        

Order of Service



Order of Service
   

Expressions of Love 
 (2 minutes Remarks)

 

Ministry of Music                                                    Choir
“There is No Way” 

**Family Tributes**  
Missionary Annie Kendall

Grandchildren

Acknowledgements & Obituary       Lady Charlynne Smart
 Restored Church of God in Christ

 

Ministry of Music                                                      Choir
      “The Goodness of God”

 

Eulogy                                    Bishop John M. Borders, III
         Morning Star Baptist Church

Final Instructions                              Davis Funeral Home

The Recessional    



The title "Mother" holds deep meaning — it’s a great reverence
for those who bear it. Our Mother represented the very essence
of the word “Mother.”

Mother Eula Kirkland, affectionately known as “Nan or Nanny,”
was born on November 15, 1942, in Muscogee, FL, to the late
Curtis R. Kendall, Sr., and Laura Williams Kendall. In 1952, the
Kendall family relocated to Cantonment, FL., Muscogee Road,
where she attended Greater First Baptist Church under the
leadership of Reverend Cotton. She attended Ransome High
School, 1st through 12th grade. Mother Kirkland was a
Majorette leading the High School Band. She graduated from
High School in 1960.  

Mother Kirkland relocated to Boston MA, in 1965 and joined 3
Regent Street Church of God in Christ, Roxbury MA, under the
leadership of the late Bishop L.C. Young. In 1972, she received
the Lord as her personal Savior and was filled with the Baptism
of the Holy Ghost.

Upon her new birth of Salvation, her new life began. Mother
Kirkland was called to mission work. Upon receiving her
Missionary license, the Lord infused her with a love, desire, and
commitment for His people, to visit the sick and shut-in and to
bring joy and encouragement to their souls in prayer, song, and
scripture. Mother served as the President of the Angelic Choir,
an anointed group of singers; as First Assistant to the
Missionary Department under the leadership of the late Mother
Essie Odom; an Advisor of the Youth Department; and organizer
of Thursday night services. Mother also served on the Nursing
Unit, as a Sunday School Teacher, and continued the work of
beautifying the House of the Lord.

While rendering service unto the Lord, Mother Kirkland worked
two jobs: The Bubble Gum Factory and Transportation
Management. Upon what Nan called her retirement from the
corporate world in 1984, she moved into entrepreneurship. She
embarked on a new career, opening up what her 

Her Story



children called “Kirkland University,” attended by a select
group of students her grands, great-grands and family;
Demarcus, Derek (Moot), Lynnae, Bri, Cullen (Pooh), Quan,
Deonte, Shay, Pita, Demetrius, Zoey, Bryce, Riley and the last
graduate Ms. Blair.

In 2010, Mother Kirkland was appointed as the Church Mother
of State Temple Church of God in Christ under the late Bishop
L. C. Young. Mother served the Lord until He decided to give her
rest. The Lord called her home on Saturday, November 22,
2025.

Mother Kirkland is preceded in death by her parents, brothers,
and sister: James Kendall, Clayton Kendall, Thomas Moore, and
Prophetess Dorothy Mae Kendall. Her Light lives on in the lives
of her children: Carlos (Bernadine), Carol, Demeter (David), and
Chris (Melanie). She’s remembered by: Her Sisters; Sister Flora
Kendall (Cantonment, FL), Missionary Annie Kendall (Boston),
Lady Sandra Borders (Bishop John Borders)(Boston), Her
Brothers; Larry Kendall (Carolyn) (Texas), and Eddie Lee
McBride (Boston) 10 Grandchildren: Demarcus, Derek (Moot),
Deonte, Briana, Brittany, MacKenzie, Demetrius, Lynnae, Jasmine,
& Zoey, 11 Great-Grands; Juelz, Demyah, Frannie, Aalijah, Lucia,
Bryce, Blair, Brave, Bliss, Riley, and Elina. Sisters-in-Love:
Mary Kirkland, First Lady Cynthia Moore (Pastor William Moore),
Kimberly Jefferson (Curtis), Kathsya Kirkland, Vanessa McNeal,
(Florida). Brothers-in-Love; Donald Kirkland (Boston), Minister
Frank Kirkland (Avariell), Kelvin Kirkland (Florida), and a
plethora of nieces, nephews, cousins, church family, and
friends.

Special Sons: Dimitri Ross, Darryl Odom, Pee Wee, Glyne, Grayson, Roy,
Keith, Wayne, Alonzo, and a host of others
Special Daughters: Cheryl Brooks, Sherry Ross, Carol Allen, Sophie,
Malika, and a host of others 

Mother Kirkland’s prayer was that she pleased the Lord and
lived a life according to His Will. Her life was a reflection of
grace, perseverance, and purpose. Her love endures in the
hearts of all who knew her. 







We would like to express our heartfelt gratitude for
the kindness and love we’ve received during this

difficult time. Your thoughtful generosity and support,
along with prayers and warm words, have brought

comfort, laughter, and joy. The many stories shared
about our mom and how she touched so many lives. Her
life and legacy will live forever through us all. Let us
honor her memory by striving to live in a way that lifts
others as she did, ensuring that her spirit remains with

us, inspiring us to be the best we can be.  

The Kirkland Family would like to extend a special
thanks to Malika Lindsey-Anderson for the special

care, support, compassion, and love she has shown our
mom and family through this difficult time. Her service
to our mom made the last two weeks easier for her as

well as us. Without your support, we couldn’t have
done it. We love you!
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“Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he
were dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.”

John 11:25-26a (KJV)

DeMarcus Kirkland
Derek Kirkland
Deonte Small

Demetrius Kirkland
Grayson Waters
Alonzo McNeil

Pall Bearers

The Ministry of Comfort is Entrusted to:
Davis Funeral Home
654 Cummins Highway
Mattapan, MA 02126
www.DavisofBoston.com

Interment:
Forest Hills Cemetery

95 Forest Hills Avenue
Boston, MA 02130

Repass:
State Temple Church of God in Christ

16-18 Fessenden Street
Mattapan, MA 02126

http://www.davisofboston.com/

