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Celebrating  the  Life  of 

     Robert “Bob” Oscar Glaesman was born on February 8, 1943, in Hibbing, Minnesota, 
the son of Minnie and Arthur Glaesman. In 1951 his family moved to St. Paul where 
Bob graduated from St. Paul Central High School in 1961, earning nine varsity letters. 
He received All-City Conference honors in football and hockey and served as a team 
captain for both sports. He was inducted into the St. Paul Central Athletic Hall of Fame 
in 2004. 

     Bob continued his athletic career at Bemidji State College where he lettered four 
times in football and three in hockey. He was co-captain in both sports and president 
of the Letterman’s ‘B’ Club. Bob graduated with B.S. and Master’s Degrees in Health 
and Physical Education and was inducted into Bemidji State University’s Athletic Hall of 
Fame for both hockey and football in 1996. 

     In 1964, Bob married Joan (Joni) Pierce in Crookston. They moved to Brodhead, 
Wisconsin where Bob began teaching elementary physical education and was a varsity 
assistant coach in football, wrestling and track. In 1969, he became an elementary 
physical education supervisor in Janesville, Wisconsin, where he started the high 
school hockey program at Janesville Parker High School. Bob and Joni’s son, Matthew, 
was born in Janesville in 1970. 

     The family moved to Willmar in 1972, where Bob once again taught elementary 
education and started another new hockey program, in addition to being an assistant 
varsity football coach. From 1985 to 2000, he was the High School Athletic Director in 
Willmar. He retired in 2000 after 35 years in education and was inducted into the 
Willmar Cardinal Athletic Hall of Fame in 2021. 

     Bob loved the great outdoors and especially enjoyed hunting grouse. He looked 
forward to his yearly fishing trips to Lake Namekin with fishing buddies, went on 
several backpacking trips to the Little Big Horns in Wyoming with coaching friends and 
family members, and loved the time spent at the Pierce cabin on Lake Winnibigoshish 
over the years. He treasured the many trips he and Joni made in their conversion vans 
across the US and Canada, most especially a 10-week trip to Alaska in 2002. Bob had a 
wonderful sense of humor and loved animals and little children. He was a truly kind 
and humble man, who loved his Lord and his church. He was a great conversationalist 
who enjoyed people and enjoyed talking to any and everyone. His greatest joy in life 
was time spent with family, especially Matt (Shelly) and his two grandsons, Ryan and 
Ben. 

     Bob passed away on Monday, April 7, at Bethesda Grand in Willmar following a 
courageous fight against Inclusion Body Myositis (IBM) and Alzheimer's disease at the 
age of 82. 

     Predeceasing Bob were his parents; and sisters, Ardyth Muenchow (George), and 
Ruth Doughty. 

     He is survived by his wife of 60 years, Joni; sister, Karen Steele (Chuck); son, Matt 
(Shelly), grandsons, Ryan and Ben; and several nieces and nephews. 

     Memorials to honor Bob's life may be directed to either: Johns Hopkins Myositis 
Center, Mason F. Lord Building, Center Tower, Suite 358, 5200 Eastern Avenue, 
Baltimore, MD 21224, Sibley State Park, Cardinal Pride or Vinje Lutheran Church. 

 



I’M  FREE 

 

Don't grieve for me now for I'm free 

I am following the path God laid for me. 

I took His hand when I heard Him call, 

I turned my back and left it all, 

I could not stay another day, 

To laugh, to love, to work or play, 

If my parting has left a void, 

Then fill it with remembered joy, 

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss, 

Ah, these things I too will miss. 

Be not burdened with time of sorrow, 

I wish for you the shine of tomorrow. 

My life's been full, I savored much, 

Good friends, good times, a loved one touched. 

Perhaps my time seemed all to brief, 

Don't lengthen it now with undue grief. 

Lift up your heart and share with me; 

God wanted me now, He set me free. 
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