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In Loving Memory

William Pat Rowe

DATE OF BIRTH
October 15, 1939 ~ American Falls, Idaho

SON OF
Willard A. “Bill” & Margrete A. “Annie” Rowe

HUSBAND OF
Linda Genne Keckler Rowe
July 21, 1962 ~ Manila, Philippines

FATHER OF
Will, Anna & Julie

ENTERED INTO REST
June 30, 2026 ~ American Falls, Idaho
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MEMORIAL SERVICE

11:00 a.m. Friday, July 24, 2026
Falls View Cemetery ~ American Falls, Idaho

Officiant.........eeeveeeeeeeeeeaaens Susan Kim
Introduction .................. Abby Rowe & Ethan Kim
First Reader........cccoeevevvvevennnnnnnnnnn. William Benson
Second Reader .............ccccuue...... Emmaline Benson
Third Reader........ccccouveeeeveieiieiiieeiiiiininnnnes Bill Rowe
Fourth Reader ..........ccccovvveennnnnn. Cheryl Sandoval
Reading of the Life Story ................. Mike Keckler
Musicians.............. Julie Rowe & Cheryl Sandoval
URN BEARERS
Will Rowe Anna Rowe Julie Rowe
HONORARY URN BEARERS
Dacia Sil Yang Bill Rowe Abby Rowe
Emmaline Benson William Benson
INTERMENT

Falls View Cemetery ~ American Falls, Idaho



William Pat Rowe
October 15, 1939 ~ June 30, 2026

Pat Rowe, 86, a native and lifelong resident of American
Falls, Idaho died on June 30, 2026 of natural causes.
Although Pat resided on the family farm north of town nearly
his entire life, he truly was a man of the world, traveling to
and often living in nearly 30 countries throughout his life.

Pat was born on October 15, 1939, the sixth and last child
born to Margrete A. “Annie” Phillips Rowe and Willard A.
“Bill” Rowe. After graduating from American Falls High
School in 1957, Pat enrolled at Idaho State College. Pat’s
time at Idaho State was life changing on many fronts. He met
Linda Keckler, his future wife, and he was inspired by
President John F. Kennedy’s call to service to “ask not what
your country can do for you, but what you can do for your
country.” And so began Pat’s love of travel and of service to
others.

After graduating with a B.A. in Education in 1961, Pat was
among the first group of volunteers to join President
Kennedy’s newly formed Peace Corps. His first assignment:
the Philippines. While there, Pat wrote to Linda and
convinced her to also become a Peace Corps volunteer and
to join him. She did, and they were married on July 21, 1962
in the Malete Catholic Cathedral in Manila.

The young couple made life-long friends in the Philippines
and developed a deep sense of empathy for the people and
an understanding of the struggles faced by those living in
developing countries.

Pat and Linda’s next stop was in Puerto Rico, where Pat was
assigned to train new Peace Corps volunteers along the
island’s northwest coast. It was also where their first child,
Will was born in early 1964. Later that year, their time as



Peace Corps volunteers ended and the family returned to
Pocatello where Pat enrolled in a Masters program at Idaho
State University.

Pat completed his M.A. in Education in 1965, writing his
thesis on the murder trial of “Diamondfield Jack™ Davis and
his role in the range wars waged in the late 1800s between
Southern Idaho sheepmen and cattlemen. His thesis finished,
the family moved to Aberdeen, Idaho where Pat became a
public school teacher at Aberdeen Junior High School then
Aberdeen High School, teaching government, speech, and
debate for the next decade.

Pat and Linda’s second child Anna was born in late summer
1965 while the family lived in Aberdeen. Two years later,
the family moved to their new home on the family farm
where daughter Julie was born in fall 1967.

Pat spent his teaching years engaging his students in lively
classroom discussions on current events often inspired by
headlines pulled straight from the daily newspaper. Former
students were known to say how much they enjoyed Pat’s
classes and how they learned to better formulate opinions.

In 1975, Pat retired from teaching and took a more active
role on the family farm, working with his father Bill. After
their kids had grown and son Will was ready to take over
running the farm, Pat and Linda resumed their worldly
travels going to places like Egypt, Kazakhstan, Poland,
Russia, Armenia, Belarus, Bolivia, Azerbaijan, Eritrea,
Kyrgyzstan, Kosovo, Uzbekistan, Zimbabwe, and Moldova
on U.S. government-sponsored trips to promote new
agricultural techniques. They worked with farmers in these
countries, helping them produce more harvest and better
store their crops with the limited resources available to them.



In Afghanistan, Pat showed Afghan farmers how to build
spud cellars like those used in Southern Idaho in the mid
20th century. First Lady Laura Bush was so impressed, she
included Pat’s work in a 2008 speech that she delivered in
France where she said, “Afghan potato farmers in Bamiyan
(Afghanistan) have learned storage methods from an Idaho
potato farmer that are making crops more profitable.”

As in his early years in the Philippines, Pat developed deep
bonds with the people he worked with throughout the world.
The Associated Press article that quoted Laura Bush, also
included a quote from Pat about the Afghan farmers he got
to know and care deeply about: “The people are good
people,” Pat said. “The folks I worked with, I’d swim the
Snake River for them.”

Much of Pat’s later years were spent caring for his wife
Linda, whom he loved deeply, when she was afflicted by
Alzheimer’s disease and later died in 2020. After Linda’s
passing, Pat spent his time tending his yard and visiting
friends and family in and around American Falls. He also
shared stories about his adventures and his friends
worldwide who were always in his thoughts, right up until
the end.

Pat is survived by his children Will (Ana) Rowe, Anna Rowe
(Alan Benson), and Julie Rowe. His grandchildren include
Bill Rowe, Abby Rowe (Ethan Kim), Dacia Yang (Ahmed
Abdulwahab Mohammed Al-Kubari), Emmaline Benson,
and William Benson. Pat is preceded in death by his wife
Linda, his parents, and siblings, Willard Rowe Jr, Miles
Rowe, Elda Rowe Boyle, Raymond Rowe and Helen Rowe
Peckham.



“Each time a man stands up for an ideal, or acts to improve the lot
of others, or strikes out against injustice, he sends forth a tiny ripple
of hope, and crossing each other from a million different centers of
energy and daring, those ripples build a current that can sweep
down the mightiest walls of oppression and resistance.”

Robert F. Kennedy

“The purpose of education is to create in a person the ability to look
at the world for himself, to make his own decisions. The obligation
of anyone who thinks of himself as responsible is to examine society
and try to change it and to fight it - at no matter the cost.”

James Baldwin

“Travel is fatal to prejudice, bigotry, and narrow-mindedness, and

many of our people need it sorely on these accounts. Broad,

wholesome, charitable views of men and things cannot be acquired

by vegetating in one little corner of the earth all one’s lifetime.”
Mark Twain

“It is not the critic who counts: not the man who points out how the
strong man stumbles or where the doer of deeds could have done
better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena,
whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood, who strives
valiantly, who errs and comes up short again and again, because
there is no effort without error or shortcoming, but who knows the
great enthusiasms, the great devotions, who spends himself in a
worthy cause; who, at the best, knows, in the end, the triumph of
high achievement, and who, at the worst, if he fails, at least he fails
while daring greatly.”
Theodore Roosevelt

Appreciation
On behalf of the family, we express their gratitude for your many kindnesses
evidenced in thought, deed, and attendance at the service.
Davis-Rose Mortuary & Monuments ~ American Falls, Idaho




