IN LOVING MEMORY

JOHNNY
RAWLS JR.

January 15,1966 - September 4, 2025




I'D LIKE THE MEMORY OF ME TO BE
A HAPPY ONE. I'D LIKE TO LEAVE AN
AFTERGLOW
OF SMILES WHEN DAY IS DONE.
I'D LIKE TO LEAVE AN ECHO
WHISPERING
SOFTLY DOWN THE WAYS,

OF HAPPY TIMES AND LAUGHING
TIMES
AND BRIGHT AND SUNNY DAYS.
I'D LIKE THE TEARS OF THOSE WHO
GRIEVE
TO DRY BEFORE THE SUN,

OF HAPPY MEMORIES THAT | LEAVE
BEHIND WHEN DAY IS DONE.



SERVICE:

VISITATION:
12:00 PM - 1:00 PM
TWIN OAKS FUNERAL HOME

FUNERAL SERVICE:
1:00 PM - 2:00 PM
TWIN OAKS FUNERAL HOME

BURIAL:
2:00PM
TWIN OAKS MEMORIAL GARDENS AND FUNERAL HOME




JOHNNY RAWLS JR. (1966-2025), KNOWN TO FRIENDS AND FAMILY AS “JOHN BOY" OR "JOHNNY
RINGO” (BECAUSE WHO DOESN'T WANT A COWBOY NAME?), HAS DEPARTED FROM THIS WORLD
IN A MANNER BEFITTING HIS HILARIOUS AND ADVENTUROUS SPIRIT. HE PASSED AWAY IN
BELOVED DESOTO COUNTY, WHERE HE COULD OFTEN BE FOUND CAMPING, FISHING, AND
PERHAPS PERFECTING HIS BBQ JUDGING SKILLS (WE ALL KNOW JUDGES DESERVE A LITTLE
FLAVOR).

FOR 35 GLORIOUS YEARS, JOKNNY WAS MARRIED TO HIS WIFE, MELISSA, WHO MUST HAVE A PHD
IN PATIENCE, CONSIDERING SHE PUT UP WITH HIS SHENANIGANS ALL THIS TIME. TOGETHER,
THEY WERE A DYNAMIC DUO SEEN TIRELESSLY CAMPING, DART-PLAYING AT BACKTRACK, AND
COOKING UP COMPETITION-QUALITY BBQ THAT HAD THE NEIGHBORS WONDERING IF THEY
WERE SECRETLY RUNNING A GOURMET RESTAURANT OUT OF THEIR BACKYARD.

NOW, IF THERE WAS ONE THING JOHNNY CHERISHED ALMOST AS MUCH AS HIS LOVELY WIFE AND
BBQ - AND WE SAY “ALMOST” BECAUSE NOTHING COULD SURPASS THOSE RIBS — IT WAS THE
GREAT OUTDOORS. JOHNNY WAS NOT JUST AN ORDINARY HEAVY-DUTY RIGGER BY TRADE; HE
WAS PRACTICALLY A HUMAN SWISS ARMY KNIFE WHO PLAYED GUITAR AND COULD PLUCK
MELODIES RIGHT ALONGSIDE THE CRICKETS ON A SUMMER NIGHT. IF YOU FOUND YOURSELF
JAMMING WITH HIM, YOU KNEW YOU WERE IN FOR BOTH A MUSICAL TREAT AND A GOOD BELLY
LAUGH, THANKS TO HIS ENDLESSLY FUNNY NATURE.

JOHNNY WAS A JOKESTER AT HEART, A SIDE-SPLITTING FRIEND, AND WOULD WALK INTO ANY
ROOM WITH ENOUGH FERVOR TO LIGHT UP A CHRISTMAS TREE. HIS SIBLINGS, RENEA RUSSO AND
TABBY BERRY, HAVE PLENTY OF INSIDE JOKES TO REFLECT ON — MOSTLY ONES THAT WILL
FOREVER REMAIN BETWEEN THEM AND A SLUSH OF WHISKEY.

WHEN IT CAME TO FRIENDSHIP, JOHNNY DIDN'T JUST HAVE BEST FRIENDS - HE HAD BEST
FRIENDS WHO WERE PRACTICALLY HIS SECOND FAMILY. ERIC STOREY, TIM STEINBERGER, AND
SCOTT FEATHERS CAN ALL ATTEST THAT ADVENTURE WAS NEVER TOO FAR BEHIND WHEN
JOHNNY WAS AROUND, THESE THREE LURED POOR JOHNNY DOWN PATHWAYS 50 WILD THAT
THE MERE THOUGHT OF THEM COULD MAKE A ROLLERCOASTER SHY AWAY IN FEAR.

HIS BELOVED DOG, FITTINGLY NAMED BABY GIRL, WILL LIKELY BE THE ONE LEADING THE VIGIL
FOR JOHNNY'S PERSONALITY. YOU SEE, WHILE HUMANS MIGHT QUTSMART BABY GIRL IN
PRACTICAL MATTERS, SHE KNEW FULL WELL HOW TO CURRY FAVOR WITH JOKNNY WHEN SNACK
TIME ROLLED AROUND!

THOUGH WE ARE SAD TO SAY FAREWELL TO THIS WHIMSICAL WHIRLWIND OF A MAN, HIS RICH
LEGACY OF LAUGHTER, BBQ EXPERTISE, AND UNFORGETTABLE HARMONIES WILL LINGER IN OUR

HEARTS — AND OUR TASTE BUDS - FOREVER. SO GRAB A SHOT OF WHISKEY (A WINK, WINK TO
YOU, JOHNNY) AND LET’S CELEBRATE THE LIFE OF THE MAN WHO TAUGHT US THAT LAUGHTER IS
BEST SERVED ALONGSIDE A PLATE OF PERFECTLY GRILLED RIBS.

VISITATION WILL OCCUR ON SEPTEMBER 11, 2025, FROM 12:00 PM TO 1:00 PM AT TWIN OAKS
MEMORIAL GARDEN & FUNERAL HOME IN MS, FOLLOWED BY A CELEBRATION OF HIS LIFE FROM
1:00 PM TO 2:00 PM, AND CONCLUDING WITH A GRAVESIDE SERVICE UNTIL 2:30 PM. WE CAN
ONLY HOPE HE STIRS SOME BBQ SMOKE ON THE OTHER SIDE!
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