Carmeen Edith Vipond, daughter of Richard and Georgia Erlene
(Brown) Kinsella, was born October 27, 1935, at her grandmother’s home
in Merrill, Towa, the first of five children. Carmeen was raised in the town
of Merrill for the first 10 years of her life and then moved to Hudson,
South Dakota. She graduated in 1953 from Hudson High School. In 1953
she entered nursing training in Sioux City, Iowa at the Lutheran School of
Nursing and graduated in 1956. Carmeen was united in marriage with John
Merle Vipond on June 14, 1956, Merle’s parent’s 40™ wedding anniver-
sary. Merle and Carmeen made their home on a farm in Sioux County,
Iowa, where they raised their three children: Michael, Crystal and Kirk.
They later relocated to a farm by Norway Center, South Dakota. As an RN,
Carmeen worked as a nurse in Canton, South Dakota, Rock Valley, lowa,
and Hudson, South Dakota in various hospitals, clinics and nursing homes.
She retired in 2002. As a child she attended the Methodist Church in
Merrill and then the Lutheran Church in Hudson. Upon marriage Carmeen
was a member of the Congregational Church in Hudson until it’s closing.
Since 2013, she has been a member of the Hudson Lutheran Church.

Carmeen was involved in church circle, was a church trustee, taught
Sunday School and was a member of the ladies fellowship. She assisted
often in school related programs, activities and concerts. Carmeen loved to
go camping with her family and friends with the Newton Hills being a
favorite destination. Besides her family and friends, she had a close
relationship with her many co-workers. They would go out for dinners,
take trips and help each other out as needed. Some of Carmeen’s hobbies
included embroidery, crossword puzzles, sudoku and reading. She was a
wonderful cook and made a mean batch of scotcharoos! Carmeen was
dearly loved and will be deeply missed. Since Merle has been gone, Car-
meen frequently would say “We’ve had a good life” and we all have
because Carmeen was a part of it. She passed away on Wednesday,
February 26, 2025, under the care of hospice at her daughter’s home near
Bryant, South Dakota.

Carmeen is survived by 3 children, Michael (Darla) Vipond of Sergeant
Bluff, Iowa, Crystal (Richard) Knock of Bryant, South Dakota, and Kirk
(Cheryl) Vipond of Waconia, Minnesota; 8 grandchildren, Charles Vipond,
Jacob Vipond, Katarina (Lance) Gunderson, Megan Vipond, Samuel
Vipond, Benjamin Vipond, Hannah (David) Cowan, and Marae Vipond;
great grandchild, Warren Cowan; and 4 brothers and sisters, Karen (Gene)
Van Der Weide, Merland (Beverly) Torkelson, Richard (Becky) Torkelson,
and Melanie (Doug) Ranschau.

She was preceded in death by her husband, John Merle Vipond; parents,
Georgia and Merland “Cope” Torkelson (stepfather) and Richard Kinsella
(father); and one brother-in-law, James Strubbe.

In Loving Memory Of
Carmeen Edith Vipond

FUNERAL SERVICE
2:00 p.m. Saturday, March 8, 2025
Hudson Lutheran Church
Hudson, South Dakota

OFFICIATING
Pastor Carolyn Salberg

ORGANIST
Beth Serck

SOLOIST
Deb Turner
“Hymn Of Promise”

CONGREGATIONAL HYMNS
“In The Garden”
“It Is Well With My Soul”

CASKET BEARERS
Charles Vipond ~ Jacob Vipond
Katarina Gunderson ~ Megan Vipond
Samuel Vipond ~ Benjamin Vipond
Hannah Cowan ~ Marae Vipond

Please join Carmeen’s family for lunch and fellowship
in the church basement following the funeral service.



An Angel

An angel [tved among us,
A gift from God above.
She showered us with kindness
And shared with us her love.

She cherished every moment
‘With the man who was her life;
Walking hand in hand together,

Facing life with all its strife.

She loved her children dearly,

Fach one a different way,
Nestled close within her heart.
Though, now, she’s far away,.

She’s gone to [ive with Jesus.
But, she’s here with us, today,
Smiling down on every one of us,
And telling us she’s O.XK.

Author unknown
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