
 

  

 

Internment 

Evergreen burial park  
1340 woodland avenue – columbus, oh 43219  

 

Pallbearers  
Wanya J. Kates -  Jessie J. Kates -  Tyler J. Kates  

Michael Kates , Jr. -  Tracy Kates -  Everett Fields , Jr.  
 

Acknowledgement 
The family of Michael J. Kates Sr. wishes to express our sincere 
gratitude for the many acts of kindness that have been shown to 
us during this difficult season. Thank you for your phone calls, 
visits, flowers, other acts of kindness, and most importantly,  
your prayers.  We extend special thanks to: ( St. Mark Missionary 
Baptist Church), Pastor A.M. Ballinger and family  
• Marlan Gary and the staff of the Marlan Gary Funeral Home, 
the Chapel of Peace  
• Everett Fields Jr.  
A special thank you to JoAnne and Valance Smith for providing 
meals for the family and guests who came earlier this week. It was 
truly a blessing to not have to cook. The Kates family would like 
to thank the Bowers family for decades of loyal friendship. Y ou 
always kept an eye on Michael, checking in on him, and providing 
home -cooked meals and apple pies.  To the whole Jenkins family, 
Uncle Larry and Aunt Myra: Your love for the family is amazing, 
and we are truly blessed to have you in our lives. Mom and Dad 
both cherished the bond that you shared. Thank you!  
Thank you, Aunt Bertha; you truly are the family rock.  
To the Lang Stone family: Michael loved you very much. He often 
shared cherished stories of you. He said if you were attending his 
funeral today, it better be on your lunch break!  
We would like to take time right now to acknowledge Nesby 
Brown. Michael’s best friend of 68 years. Michael truly adored 
and loved you. He often referred to you as his brother.  
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Chapel of peace north  
2500 cleveland avenue  

columbus , OH 43211 

   Michael j. kates, sr.  



 

 

 

Obituary  
 

Michael J. Kates Sr. was born May 30, 1946, in Charleston, West Virginia, to Jessie Kates Miller and 
Julius Miller, and went to be with them on February 3, 2026, from Saint Ann’s Hospital in Columbus, 
Ohio. 
 

In 1965, he married his childhood sweetheart, Carrie L. Lamar, at the age of 19 and started a family, 
having four boys. Carrie and Michael set out on their journey to raise their boys to be strong, 
independent, respectful, and well-educated young men. But their mission did not stop there. They also 
set out to help any kid that was in need, providing them with love, comfort, and respect. They were 
parents to the whole neighborhood, affectionately known as "Mom Kates & Pop Kates." 
 

You could always catch Michael after work or on the weekends watching Ohio State football, sitting on 
the front porch, or playing music while eating his popcorn or tinkering on one of his classic cars ('77 
Mercury Marquis). 
 

Michael was preceded in death by his Mother, Jessie Kates Miller; Father, Julius Miller; Son, Donald 
Kates; Brothers, Albert Kates and Charles Sanders, Jr. and Wife, Carrie L. Kates. 
 

Michael is survived by his Sons: Michael Kates Jr., Tracy Kates, and Julius Kates. He leaves a strong 
legacy of Family, Kids, Grandchildren, and Great-Grandchildren, of which he was very proud, and 
a host of Nieces, Nephews, Cousins, and Dear Friends. 
 

The Foundations He Built 
We often measure a life by the things we can see. And with Papa, that is easier to do than with most. 
 

Living in Columbus with him was like living with a local celebrity. We couldn't go anywhere—a grocery 
store, a gas station, a restaurant—without someone waving him down, shaking his hand, or stopping 
to chat. He knew everyone, and everyone knew him. It wasn't just that he was friendly; it was that he 
was present. He made an impression on people. He impacted them. 
 

As the manager of Lang Stone, his impact on this state was quite literal. If you drive around Ohio, you 
can see the physical evidence of his hard work. You can see the structures, the facades, and the 
foundations that he helped supply and build. He dealt in stone—the most enduring material there is. He 
helped build things that were meant to last, things that would stand tall against the weather and the 
passing of time. 
 

But as I look around this room today, at his children and his grandchildren, I realize that the buildings 
and the stone yards aren't his greatest work. We are. 
 

There is a beautiful parallel between his life’s work and his life’s love. Just as he helped shape the 
skyline of Columbus and the landscape of Ohio, he shaped the landscape of our family. He didn't just 
manage a business; he managed to build a foundation for us that is as strong as any granite or 
limestone. 
 

He taught us that impact isn't just about being known by the whole town; it's about being there for the 
people inside your own home. The stone he worked with was heavy, solid, and permanent. And his 
love for us was exactly the same. It was a weight that grounded us, a solid place to stand when the 
world felt shaky, and something that—like the stone he sold—is going to outlast him. 
 

When we drive through Columbus now, we will see him in the buildings and the architecture he helped 
create. We will see his impact on the physical world. But when we look at each other, at his family, we 
see the impact that matters even more. We see the strength he instilled in his children, and the love he 
poured into his grandchildren. 
 

He built a legacy in stone, yes. But he built an even greater one in us. And just like those stone 
structures, what he built in our hearts is made to last forever. 
 

Order of Service  
 

 
Organ Prelud e……………………………………………. 
 

Parting view………………………………………  
 
Scripture Reading  
     Old Testament:  psalm 23………………………………carrie l. kates  
     New Testament:                                               joanne smith  
        
Praye r of comfort………… ………………………pastor A.M. ballinger  
 
Selection ………………………………………………………music by james brown  

 
Acknowledgement s/Condolences  
 
Remarks… ………two minutes please………family and friends  

 
Reading of Obituary ……………………………..……kiara eichelberger  

 
The foundation by Wanya james kates  

Kiara eichelberger  
 
Selection ……………………………………………….……….music by james Brown  

 
 

The Eulogy  
Pastor A.M. ballinger  

 
 
Benediction…………………………… ………………….…pastor A.M. Ballinger  
 
Recessional………………………… ……..……clergy, family and friends  
 

 
 


