Terri Lee Abbott, age 65, of Fargo, ND, went to be with her Lord and Savior on February 11, 2026,
surrounded by family and wrapped in love.

Terri was born on October 26, 1960, in Fargo, ND, to Ronald and Avis (Johnson) Madson and
was raised in Niagara, ND. The values instilled in her during her upbringing... faith, perseverance,
hospitality, and a deep devotion to family... shaped how she would live her life.

In 1992, Terri met the love of her life, Dan (the man) Abbott. They shared their first date on
Valentine's Day at Pizazz, a quaint ltalian basement restaurant in the heart of downtown Fargo.
Twelve years later, on February 13, Dan got down on one knee (in snow shoes) on the porch of
cabin #6 at ltasca State Park and asked for Terri's hand in marriage. On July 3, 2004, Dan and Terri
were united in marriage in Fargo, ND; a wedding day filled with many blessings that could only be
described as GodWinks. Last year, they celebrated 21 years of marriage (33 years in love).

Terri graduated from Fordville High School in 1978, during which time she competed for and
was crowned Miss North Dakota National Teenager. She pursued her education with
determination, earning her Associate of Applied Science in Legal Assistance from North Hennepin
County Community College in 1989. She later completed her Bachelor of Science in Business
Administration from the University of Mary in 2002. Terri spent 13 years working alongside her
dear friend and mentor Wayne Anderson, Attorney at Law, as a Paralegal and Mediator. In 1998,
she founded Mediation Associates, demonstrating her natural ability to guide others toward
understanding and resolution. In 2005, Terri joined Vogel Law Firm working as a Paralegal,
Mediator and Parenting Coordinator for the next 10 years, after which she operated exclusively
under her business Mediation Associates. Throughout her career, she was known for her integrity,
wisdom, professionalism, and compassion.

Her deepest calling, however, was her faith. Terri was a devoted member of Hope Lutheran
Church in Fargo, where she faithfully volunteered, and supported the Alpha Ministry Series. She
served for 5 years on the Valley Christian Counseling Board. She was widely regarded as a prayer
warrior, steadfast and intentional in lifting others before the Lord. Many who knew Terri credit her
encouragement and bold witness as an instrumental part in strengthening their own faith.

In 2004, Terri was diagnosed with breast cancer, a battle that would become a 22-year testimony
of courage, perseverance, and unwavering faith. When cancer returned in 2012 and progressed in
2021 to Stage IV metastatic breast cancer, Terri chose not to walk in fear. As she wrote in her own
words, "Praise be to God, who heals through medicine... | won't give up. But | don't walk in fear.
God has given me peace. | will serve Him all my days! And | will live my life to the fullest." And she
did.

Even in heartbreak, she was teaching. Even in suffering, she was pointing people to Jesus. Terri
reflected on what she called "good grief," choosing to recognize God's faithfulness in every
season. She often spoke about the importance of counting her blessings, acknowledging that
while her time on earth is limited, God's promises are eternal. Her life was a testimony to Psalm
46:10: "Be still, and know that | am God."

Terri created a home marked by warmth and welcome. She cherished music, dancing, hosting
gatherings, playing games, working puzzles, and spending time with those she loved. She found
joy in travel, including special trips with family to Disney World, getaways with the girls on Cousins
Trips, visits to Norway, retreats with Dan and friends to Maplelag Resort, and cherished Abbott,
Johnson and Madson family reunions.

Above all, Terri treasured her role as a wife, mother, nana, daughter and sister. She is survived by
her loving husband, Dan Abbott; her children, Matthew Florence, Kryshel (Jeremiah) Fischer,
Shaleah Evans, and Aaron Abbott; and her cherished grandchildren, Brooklyn, Madison, Owen,
Logan, Alton, and Freya, who were the light of her life. She is also survived by her mother, Avis
Madson; siblings, Allen (Dawn) Madson of Niagara, ND; Debbie (John) Watts of Grand Forks, ND;
Susan Carlson of Grafton, ND; Jody (Susan) Madson of Grand Forks, ND, and Kristin Hauglid,
sponsored sister of Ski, Norway.

She was preceded in death by her father, Ronald Madson, brother, Brent Madson, brother-in-law,
Doug Carlson, grandparents, and several nieces, nephews, cousins, aunts, and uncles.

Terri lived her life with courage, conviction, and unwavering devotion to Christ. She fought the
good fight, she finished the race, and she kept the faith (2 Timothy 4:7). Her family rejoices in the
assurance that she is now whole, healed, and in the presence of her Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
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CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF




J " Tam home in heaven, dear ones;

Oh, so happy and so bright!

_Fhere is perfect joy and beauty
" In this everlasting light.

All the pain and grief is over,
Every restless tossing passed;
[ am now at peace forever,
Safely home in Heaven at last.

And He came Himself to meet me
In that way so hard to tread;

And with Jesus' arm to lean on,

Could I have one doubt or dread?

Then you must not grieve so sorely,
For I love you dearly still;

Try to look beyond earth's shadows,
Pray to trust our Father's Will.

There is work still waiting for you,
So you must not idly stand;
Do it now, while life remaineth -
You shall rest in Jesus' land.

When that work is all completed,
He will gently call you Home.
Oh, the rapture of that meeting,
Oh, the joy to see you come!
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Cremation ¢ Burial

Celebration of Life

Thursday, February 19, 2026 - 11:00 AM
Hope Lutheran Church, South Campus - Fargo

Pastor Paul Nynas, Officiant

Worship Team
Acoustic & Vocals: Andria Messelt & John Bedore
Piano: Paul Norell = Drums: Steven Dunkel

Bass: Jim Dunkel Violin: Sarah Dunkel
Service
Processional “Bless the Lord (10,000 Reasons)”
Scripture Reading 1 Peter 1:3-9

Opening Songs “Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)”
“Goodness of God” & “In the Garden”

Eulogy Judy Siegle Aamodt
Music “Counting My Blessings”
Ecclesiastes 3:1-11

1 Corinthians 15:51-57

Scripture Readings

Sermon Pastor Paul Nynas

Special Song “Softly & Tenderly, Jesus is Calling”
(performed with Terri’s grandchildren)

Call to Prayer Jeremiah Fischer & Pastor Paul Nynas

Music “Friend in Jesus”

Prayers

Lord’s Prayer

Commendation Revelation 21:1-5

Benedition

Closing Song “I'll Fly Away” p -

All are invited to a luncheon following the
service to share stories and celebrate Terri’s life.
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