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In Loving Memory of

Chuck “Tuna” Van Wyhe
March 25, 1957 - November 8, 2025



Chuck “Tuna” Van Wyhe was born on March 25, 1957, to Harold and Antonia (Hop) 
Van Wyhe in Luverne, Minnesota. He was bapƟzed on May 26, 1957, and later 
received his conĮrmaƟon in 1986, both at the American Reformed Church in 
Luverne. Growing up, Chuck played basketball, tennis, baseball, and kick-the-can 
with his siblings and friends. He was very musically talented as he played trumpet in 
pep band, played piano, and played the organ at the Blue Mound Inn. Charlie Tuna 
became his nick name in middle school aŌer his basketball coach told him, “Sorry, 
Charlie. You’re as slow as old Abe Lincoln in the hallway.” The name stuck ever since. 
Tuna aƩended Luverne High School and graduated in 1975. He furthered his 
educaƟon at Willmar VocaƟonal College and studied electronics, graduaƟng in 1977. 
He was employed at Van Wyhe TV from 1964 to 2004. He then worked at Daktronics 
as a Quality Assurance Engineer, a posiƟon he held from 2006 unƟl the present. On 
Saturday, November 8, 2025, Tuna died on his way to the deer stand to do what he 
loved at the age of 68 years, 7 months, and 14 days.

Tuna was very involved in the community. He was a member of the NaƟonal Wild 
Turkey FederaƟon, the Jaycees, and the Rock County Sportsman’s Club. He was also 
an inŇuenƟal charter member of the Rock County Pheasants Forever. His hard work 
and dedicaƟon to the program will always be remembered by his family. The Įrst 
banquet was held on September 24, 1984, which he helped organize and would 
conƟnue to assist with the banquets in the years following. In 1993, Chuck was 
awarded the Long Spur Award. In 2001, he was given the Golden 50 Honoree Award 
from the Rock River Gobblers for his conƟnuous eīorts and dedicaƟon to wildlife and 
habitat restoraƟon of land acquisiƟoning. In 2008, he was nominated as a Top 25 
Volunteer in the naƟon for NaƟonal Pheasants Forever, along with being appointed 
to the Minnesota Pheasants Forever Hall of Fame. Those who loved and appreciated 
all his hard work will always remember his inŇuenƟal role in acquiring all but one of 
the current Pheasants Forever public hunƟng land in Rock County. He had a dream 
and goal for Rock County, and he put in the work to make it happen. 

Tuna was known for his cooking skills on the grill and his famous Įsh fries. He made 
the best steaks, burgers, chislic, smoked meat, etc. He was always known for his 
height. He truly was passionate about the outdoors and sharing that passion with 
others. It was important to him for his kids and grandkids to learn and experience 
the joys of being outdoors. He always claimed he was out in the church of God “The 
Great Outdoors”. He was an entertainer, and we will all miss his many “Tuna jokes”.

Tuna loved being outdoors, hunƟng, Įshing, four -wheeling, trap shooƟng, driving 
the countryside scouƟng for deer, camping, and campĮres out back at home. He was 
always lending a helping hand either mowing lawns, Ɵlling gardens, moving snow, 
Įxing electronics, or doing yard work for his wife, kids, and parents. He was always 
puƫng his family’s needs Įrst.

The dedicated, hardworking, and determined Tuna, is the one who will be 
remembered by those who loved him.   

Tuna is survived by his wife, Norma Van Wyhe of Luverne; children, Nick (Traci 
Thoreson) Van Wyhe of Sioux Falls, South Dakota, Mike (Jess) Van Wyhe of Brandon, 
South Dakota, and Stephanie (Clint) Roozenboom of Steen, Minnesota; 
grandchildren, Madelynn Van Wyhe, Jackson Van Wyhe, Hadley Roozenboom, Kohen 
Roozenboom, Rylann Roozenboom, and two arriving in 2026; siblings, Harlan Van 
Wyhe of Maple Grove, Minnesota, Paula (Jim) Jelken of Luverne, and Paul (Erika) Van 
Wyhe of Fort Mohave, Arizona; parents, Harold and Toni Van Wyhe of Luverne; as 
well as many nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by grandparents, 
Cornie and Alice Van Wyhe and Peter and Annie Hop; and in-laws, Corky and Pearl 
Reynhout.

In Loving Memory of

Charles “Chuck” Van Wyhe

Funeral Service
Saturday, November 15, 2025 - 10:30 AM

Reformed Church of Steen - Steen, Minnesota

OĸciaƟng
Pastor Jeremy Wiersema

Scripture Readings
John 11:25-26               Philippians 4:7        MaƩhew 11:28-30

Organist
Glenda Sandstede

Special Music
Organ Instrumental - "BaƩle Hymn of the Republic"

Soloist - Hadley Roozenboom, "Amazing Grace"
"Drive" - As recorded by Alan Jackson

CongregaƟonal Hymns
"His Eye Is On The Sparrow" 

"How Great Thou Art" 
"I'll Fly Away" 

Casket Bearers
Nick Van Wyhe          Mike Van Wyhe          Clint Roozenboom
Eric Kor                Stephanie Roozenboom           DusƟn Groen

Honorary Bearers
Harlan Van Wyhe       Paul Van Wyhe           Madie Van Wyhe

Jack Van Wyhe

Interment
Eastside Cemetery
Steen, Minnesota

Arrangements By
Hartquist Funeral Home


