
In Loving Memory of
Hoke Smith Fortson, Jr.

December 24, 1938 - November 18, 2025



Funeral Service
2 o'clock in the afternoon

Saturday, November 22, 2025
Memorial Chapel of Berry Funeral Home 

Oďciating
Rev. Tim Adams

First Baptist Church of Elberton

Interment
Norman Family Plot

Forest Hills Memorial Park
Elberton, Georgia 

Obituary

Mr.ΎHokeΎSmithΎFortson,ΎJr,Ύ86,ΎofΎAustell,ΎGA,Ύ
husbandΎofΎ63ΎyearsΎtoΎLindaΎCherylΎNormanΎFortson,Ύ
passedΎawayΎonΎTuesday,ΎNovemberΎ18,Ύ2025,ΎatΎ
WellStarΎCobbΎHospitalΎinΎAustell,ΎGA.

Mr.ΎFortsonΎwasΎbornΎinΎAnderson,ΎSCΎonΎ
ChristmasΎEveΎ1938,ΎandΎwasΎraisedΎinΎElbertΎCounty.Ύ
AΎsonΎofΎtheΎlateΎHokeΎSmithΎFortson,ΎSr.ΎandΎZelmaΎ
HulmeΎFortson,ΎheΎwasΎaΎ1959ΎgraduateΎofΎClemsonΎ
UniversityΎwhereΎheΎobtainedΎaΎbachelorsΎdegreeΎinΎ
electricalΎengineering.ΎHokeΎbeganΎhisΎcareerΎwithΎ
GeorgiaΎPowerΎatΎtheΎageΎofΎ20,ΎandΎretiredΎafterΎ45Ύ
yearsΎofΎserviceΎasΎanΎengineer.ΎHeΎwasΎaΎdevoutΎ
ChristianΎandΎwasΎpresentlyΎaΎmemberΎofΎFirstΎBaptistΎ
ChurchΎofΎMableton,ΎGA.ΎOneΎofΎhisΎgreatestΎ
accomplishmentsΎwasΎservingΎinΎtheΎU.S.ΎNavyΎ
ReservesΎforΎsixΎyears.

HokeΎwasΎaΎveryΎgivingΎman,ΎandΎtookΎgreatΎ
pleasureΎinΎhelpingΎothers,ΎandΎwasΎgenerousΎforΎallΎofΎ
hisΎlife.ΎHeΎwasΎaΎdevotedΎfatherΎwhoΎlovedΎhisΎ
childrenΎdearly.ΎInΎhisΎfreeΎtime,ΎheΎenjoyedΎtinkering,Ύ
woodworking,ΎandΎalwaysΎhadΎaΎhomeΎimprovementΎ
projectΎheΎwasΎworkingΎon.

InΎadditionΎtoΎhisΎbelovedΎwifeΎLinda,ΎheΎisΎsurvivedΎ
byΎhisΎchildren:ΎHokeΎSmithΎ“Chip”ΎFortson,ΎIIIΎandΎhisΎ
wifeΎLauranΎofΎBowman,ΎGAΎandΎSherryΎFortsonΎ
PopovicΎandΎherΎhusbandΎDanΎofΎCumming,ΎGA;ΎandΎ
siblings:ΎJosephineΎFortson,ΎFrancisΎFortson,ΎandΎ
DeweyΎFortson,ΎalongΎwithΎseveralΎniecesΎandΎ
nephews.


