Lawrence William Thole, “Larry”, as he was known all his life, was born October 2,
1938, in Minneapolis, MN., to George Sr. and Ramona (Gahr) Thole. The first of five
children, Larry spent most of his childhood in the Fletcher, Rogers and St. Michael area.
Larry graduated from St. Michael High School and went on to attend the University of
St. Thomas in St. Paul, receiving both his Bachelor’s and master’s degree in Secondary
Education. He taught junior high and high school science for 42 years, starting in
Browns Valley MN before teaching in Raymond and MACCRAY for 40 years. He was
active outside the classroom as well, leading knowledge bowl teams, negotiating
teacher contracts for the district, and running the score clock at sporting events.

Early in his career, Larry was a summer migrant-school teacher where he met
Evangelina (Angie) Rodriguez whom he married November 28, 1970, often remarking it
was the best thing he ever did. The couple settled in Raymond, MN where they raised
their two children, Ann and Elizabeth. As two of his countless students, Ann and Liz
endured his teaching multiple years and made the mistake more than once of calling
him dad instead of Mr. Thole, which resulted in at least one detention. No matter the
subject, Larry did his best to make learning fun and memorable. The stories shared by
past students are evidence that he made a difference in the lives of many. He knew a
little about everything and a lot about a lot of things.

Larry was a person of routine, which served him well and always provided a topic of
conversation. He ate the same lunch every school day (sandwich, banana or apple, and
Oreo cookies). He read the newspaper in the same order, always finishing with the
daily crossword puzzle. In retirement, he walked uptown to get the mail every day. The
local weather forecast on the 8’s on the Weather Channel was rarely missed and he
made sure anyone in the line of storms was made aware.

A member of the Raymond community for more than 60 years, Larry seemed to
know everyone and established strong friendships, as evidenced by his many visitors
and helping hands once he entered memory care at the Clara City Assisted Living in
2023.

Larry was a unique dementia resident who would remind staff that he didn’t
remember things. This meant you never knew if he was pulling a fast one on you when
he said he didn’t know where he was or who you were — he kept the staff on their toes.
Many one-liners and songs were shared daily. Even through his dementia, he kept his
sense of humor and carried on conversations with anyone who had a listening ear.

Larry is survived by his children Ann Thole and Elizabeth (Steve) Saevig; his
granddaughter, Kiera; four siblings, James (Janet) Thole, Catherine (Bob) Phelps,
George (Elaine) Thole, and Michael Thole; ten siblings-in-law Catarino Rodriguez
(Emilia), Maria De La Luz Rodriguez, Graciela Saiz, Gilberto Rodriguez (Linda), Gabriela
Limén (Abel), Elvira Rivera (Jesse), Guadalupe Rodriguez, Raquel Salas (Juan), Rene
Rodriguez (Dave), and Esmeralda Alexandar (LeRoy); numerous nieces and nephews;
and two godchildren, Denise (Thole) Du Vernay and Emily (Volz) McCabe.

Larry is preceded in death by his wife Angie in 2024, his parents, George Sr. and
Ramona Thole, his parents-in-law Jesus Sr. and Raquel Rodriguez, siblings-in-law Elia
Rodriguez, Jesus Rodriguez Jr. and Reymundo Saiz, and two nephews, Curt Phelps and
Scott Thole.
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There is No Night Without a Dawning October 2, 1938 October 12, 2025

Minneapolis, Minnesota Clara City, Minnesota

No winter without a spring

Mass of Christian Burial

And beyond the dark horizon Monday, October 27,2025 - 11:00 a.m,
St. Clara’s Catholic Church
Our hearts will once more sing Clara City, Minnesota
For those who leave us for a while Celebrant
Fr. Josh Bot
Have only gone away
Music
Out of a restless, care worn world Planist: Ellzabeth Saevig
Vocalist: Tracy Pink
Into a brighter day |

Opening Song: "Here | Am Lord"

Helen Steiner Q{ice Scripture Reading: Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 Chuck Volz
Responsorial Psalm: "Shepherd Me, O God"
Scripture Reading: Revelation 21:1-7 Steve Saevig
Gospel Acclamation:  Mass of Glory
Gospel:  John 14:1-6
Homily Fr. Josh Bot
Prayers of the Faithful Chuck Volz
Preparation of the Gifts: "“Sanctuary"
Communion: "On Eagle's Wings"
Meditation: "I Can Only Imagine"
Song of Farewell: "May the Angels Lead You into Paradise"

Peterion Srothers Funcral Home Closing Song: "How Great Thou Art"
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https://www.poemhunter.com/poem/there-is-no-night-without-a-dawning/

