For Those I Love...For Those Who Love Me

When I am gone release me, please just let me go.

I have so many things to do, I leave you now and so;
You must not suffer for my loss or bother with the tears
Just be grateful we shared all these many years,

1 gave you my love, and you can only guess
How in return you gave me so much happiness;

1 thank you for the love each of you have shown
But now it’s time I traveled went on ahead alone;
So grieve awhile for me, if grieve you must

But know that I am now with the Lord I trust;

It’s only for a while that we must be apart
I am there in the memories encased within your heart;
I won't be far, for life will go on some.
When you need me, call me, and I will come;
You won’t see me nor touch me, but I'’ll be near.
Never too far to comfort your hurt or a tear
Listen to your heart...my whispers you’ll hear.

All my love around you soft and near.

When your time has come to make your way alone

I'll greet you, smile, and whisper..."Welcome Home."
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Mildred “Mickey” Edna Lange, daughter of Roland and Cora (Wilson) Lange, was born on
May 2, 1929, in Leonardsville Township, Traverse County, Minnesota. She attended Country
School District 44 from 1935-1939 and District 11 from 1940-1943. Mickey was confirmed on
May 28, 1944, at St John’s Lutheran Church in Donnelly. She attended Alberta High School
graduating on May 29, 1947. Two days after graduation, Mickey began working at the old Morris
Hospital where she worked for two years before going to St. Paul to take her LPN exam. She
successfully passed her exam and continued working at the Morris Hospital.

While roller-skating with friends, Mickey met Virgil Maus and they were united in marriage on
November 22, 1948, in Morris, Minnesota. Mickey continued working as a nurse in Morris until
Virgil’s National Guard troop was ordered to report to Camp Rucker Alabama during the Korean
War. Mickey joined Virgil at Camp Rucker where she worked as a nurse at the camp hospital
until the birth of their son David. Upon Virgil’s discharge from service, Virgil and Mickey
purchased a farm south of Chokio and began raising crops, dairy cows, hogs, chickens, and geese.
During this time, Mickey stayed at home keeping very busy raising eight children, freezing and
canning garden produce, and helping with many farm duties. Together she and Virgil butchered
many chickens, farm livestock, and wild game. Having grown up in the 1930’s and 1940’s,
Mickey let nothing go to waste. She made the best liver sausage, blood sausage, and head cheese
as well as homemade soap from the tallow and fats from meat processing. Mickey was a great
cook and her family enjoyed delicious meals and baked treats through the

years.

Virgil and Mickey moved their family into a home in Chokio after they purchased the Chokio
Municipal Liquor Store in 1970. They completed extensive remodeling and an addition to the bar
to include a restaurant and dance floor and operated the business for 25 years. Upon selling the
business and retiring, Mickey and Virgil moved into an apartment at Eastside Acres in Chokio.
Not known to sit still for very long, they became caretakers of the apartment building. After
Virgil’s death in 2010, Mickey continued as a caretaker until she was 92.

Mickey loved being outdoors, camping, fishing, traveling, gardening, and tending to her
numerous flowers. She especially loved spending time with her children, grandchildren, and great
grandchildren. Mickey and Virgil enjoyed many travels with family and friends in their
motorhome throughout the United States and to Canada. Once her children were raised, Mickey
enjoyed quilting and made many a quilt for her family.

Mickey died on Wednesday, February 11, 2026, at Grace Home in Graceville, Minnesota. She
was 96 years old.

Mickey is survived by her eight children: David Maus of Ortonville, Darrell (Peggy) Maus of
Andover, Mary Whitmer (Terry Wagner) of New Prague, Daniel (Gayle) Maus of Oro Valley,
AZ, Joan Maus and Tim Maus of Ortonville, Terry (Carol) Maus of Clinton, and Jill (Vincent)
Powlish of Graceville; ten grandchildren: Shawna (Joe) Conroy, Tracy (Ian) Freeburg, Nathan
(Sarah) Maus, Brian (Sarah) Whitmer, Eric (Melissa) Whitmer, Andrew (Kara) Maus, Danica
Maus, Christa (Seth) Gary, Ashley (Bryan) Huso, Bruce (Jenny) Powlish; twenty one great
grandchildren: Joey, Brandon, and Adam Freeburg, Greta and Lauren Conroy, Finn and Ellie
Maus, Anna Ogdahl, Katelyn Whitmer Johnson, Andrew, Elizabeth, Waylon, Emma, and Everett
Whitmer, Lochlan and Lena Maus, Ameerah, Camden, and Kashton Gary, Otto and Aidyn
Powlish; and one great, great granddaughter: Evelyn Rose Johnson. Brother-in-law Cecil Maus,
sisters-in-law Idella Beebe, Bertie Sperr, Jane Hruby, and Dorothy Maus and numerous nieces
and nephews.

Mickey was preceded in death by her husband Virgil, son-in-law Raymond Whitmer, great
grandson Kaden Gary; her parents, brothers Floyd and Harold, sisters Darlene, Lola, Emma, and
Joyce, numerous brothers and sisters-in-law, nieces, nephews.
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